MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2011
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, September 26, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

A moment of silence was held in honor of former Alderman Bill Murphy who passed away.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Ryan Hansen, Kay Hill, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, Dennis Moon,

Others present: City Clerk Melanie Falk, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie.

There were no public comments.

First item was discussion on an ordinance annexing certain territory located in a part of the Northwest Quarter of Section 8, Township 5 North, Range 2 West of the 4th Principal Meridian in Scotland Township, McDonough County, Illinois (First Baptist Church Property).

There was no additional discussion.

Second item was discussion on an ordinance to create a special event liquor license for the McDonough District Hospital Annual Festival of Trees Illumination Gala.

Vicky Wallen, MDH Fund Development Coordinator, stated the gala is a ticketed event and will be held on Friday, December 2 at the Western Illinois Arts Council Center. The Festival of Trees will be held on December 3, 4 and 5 at the same location.

There was no further discussion.

Third item was discussion on an ordinance to amend Section 15-214 of the Municipal Code of Macomb to remove street parking on the west side of Eggers Drive.

Alderman Lobdell stated that there is a sewer line that runs down Eggers Drive to Adams Street and he would like to find out if it is the City’s or a private line.  This will be checked out before second reading next Monday.

Fourth item was discussion on an ordinance to establish additional Go West bus stops in the City of Macomb pursuant to Section 15-222 of the Municipal Code.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to place this on the consent agenda for the October 3 City Council meeting.

Jim Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Avenue, stated that he felt that all the bus stops should be listed in the Municipal Code instead of a listing in the City Clerk’s Office.

Mayor Inman called for the question, all Aldermen voted “Aye” by voice vote and the motion carried.

Fifth item was discussion on improvements for the West Jackson green space.

City Administrator Torreson stated Mayor Inman and himself met with the Rotary Clubs representatives to about what improvements they think we need to pursue first. The City proposed that we put up an 
ornamental fence along the railroad right-of-way and a short, west end, along the sidewalk across the railroad tracks. The estimated cost would be around $12 – 13,000.00.

The other improvement discussed was the planting of arborvitae trees. City Administrator Torreson has been working with the City Forrester on putting together specifications on what type of trees to plant, how far apart they should be planted, etc. The trees would be planted along the back property line up to the section the City may try to market and then come south.
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City Administrator Torreson commented that in talking with Operations Manager Jason Bainter, it was his suggestion that if the City did plan to sell a portion of the east end, we should sell it to the middle of the curb cut so we could have a shared driveway.

City Administrator Torreson asked the council if there was a consensus to seek quotes on the fencing and landscaping to have them ready to act on at the October 3 City Council meeting.

Alderman Dorsett stated this was the recommendation that came from the General Government Committee.

Alderman Hill moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to proceed with obtaining quotes for the fencing and landscaping, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.

Sixth item was discussion on starting a demolition program (fix or flatten) for dilapidated houses in the City of Macomb.

CDC Basch stated his department and City Attorney Petrie are working together to get owners to improve their dilapidated or deteriorating houses by bringing them up to code or demolishing them. Currently, there are five properties that are not going to be brought up to code compliance by the owners so the City will need to step in and take over.

In the past, we have budgeted money in the Community Development Fund for demolition but we did not do that this year. Since these properties are not in a TIF District, we will have to appropriate funds for this fiscal year if we want to demolish these structures. Once these structures are demolished, we can file a lien on the property to recover our costs. The approximate cost for demolishing these houses is $35,000.00. Some cities do acquire properties, clear them and then re-sale them.

Alderman Lobdell stated it was a worthwhile and necessary endeavor to pursue. He was concerned that the owner still has possession after it is all cleaned up and maybe we should look at the tax lien situation.

City Attorney Petrie stated there are many options available. There is a fast track demolition that we utilized earlier this year. There are a few issues with this because the lien is your sole recourse for reimbursement versus going through the court process where you have a judgment and a lien. The lien does entitle you to foreclose on a property. The City can potentially move the property to a secondary ownership. It is the City’s intention to start the process of foreclosure on the properties and move them to secondary ownership. There may be some instances the City might have to obtain temporary ownership and then there is the option of an auction to get the property into the hands of someone who can maintain it.

City Attorney also stated some of the situations CDC Basch has brought are current and have been pending cases for quite some time and we have been unsuccessful in being able to get compliance or some cooperation.

Alderman Lobdell stated it sounds like each case will be an individual creature and might lend itself better to one avenue or another and hopes we would be broaden enough in our plans to accommodate the best possible and cheapest outcome for the City.

Alderman Hansen asked about the list criteria to meet the needs of this program or to get involved.
CDC Basch stated it’s based on inspections that are done by the Code Enforcement Officer, Building Inspector, Rental Inspector and the Property Maintenance Code. There is some subjective judgment that can’t be helped. When they have determined the structure is in danger of falling down, dangerous to children or adults in the neighborhood, or when it presents a public health hazard because of the infestation of rodents when the roof is open or the foundation has a hole in it, a standard letter is sent to the owner asking what they are going to do with the property, are they going to fix it, when are they going to start, when will they be finished, if they are going to demolish it, etc. If we don’t get a response or they say “we don’t know” and it is bad enough, those are the ones we consider to be demolition candidates.

Alderman Hansen stated he would like to see some firm guidelines in writing and asked who would have the final decision in this process.

CDC Basch stated it would be based on each individual case with the City Council making the final decision.
Committee of the Whole Minutes
September 26, 2011
Page 3

Alderman Dorsett stated if we were to institute this program, it is important for the final decision to come before the Council so the people can see the City is supporting this program and it’s not just a department of the city coming off on some sort of adventurism. This is a program that the City has to sign off on each and every one because it will be something people will be upset about.

He also stated there are other options on some of these properties. He has had very preliminary discussions with representatives from Habitat for Humanity. They usually obtain a vacant lot and build a new house but there is talk they might be interested in taking on a home that needs rehabilitated. This is however, very preliminary.

Mayor Inman stated that city staff will proceed in getting a plan in place.

Seventh was discussion on the purchase of a 6” mobile trash pump for the Water and Wastewater Divisions.

Mayor Inman stated three quotes were received and it is staff recommendation to purchase the Magnum model MTP 6000S from General Pump, Inc. in the amount of $21,748.00.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Koch to place this item on the consent agenda for the October 3 City Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” by voice vote and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.

Eighth was discussion on repairing the brick entry gate to Oakwood Cemetery on Randolph Street.

City Administrator Torreson stated two quotes were received: Ron’s Building and Remodeling in the amount of $9,160.00 and Evans-Mason, Inc. in the amount of $24,787.00.

Alderman Koch stated if we accept the quote from Ron’s Building and Remodeling, he would like a time limit put on the completion date of the project.

Alderman Hill had a few questions on the quote from Evans-Mason and City Administrator Torreson stated he would find out the information and get back to her.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon  to adjourn into executive for a)The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(6) of the Open Meetings Act, b)Pending or probable litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act, c)The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(5) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Hill, Gilbert, Koch, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session 5:42 p.m.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn back into open session, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 6:30 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:32 p.m.
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	City Clerk




