MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2011
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, October 24, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Kay Hill, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter and Donald Wynn. Absent were: Ryan Hansen, Tim Lobdell and Dennis Moon.

There were no public comments.

First item of discussion was consideration to award the bid for the roof repairs at the Water Treatment Plant to Stout Roofing and Coating, Inc in the amount of $28,171.00. POWER TO ACT.

CA Torreson reported that this was the only bid received and was in line with one other estimate given. All indications are this will be covered by insurance with a $1,000.00 deductible.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to award the bid to Stout Roof & Coating, Inc. in the amount of $28,171.00, on question being put, Aldermen Hill, Gilbert, Koch, Dorsett, Hinderliter, Wynn being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.

Second item of discussion was on the proposed changes to the guidelines for the Downtown Façade Improvement Program.

CDC Basch stated there were four changes proposed: 1)allowing a single address property apply for new project funds once every fiscal year, currently it is once every three years, 2)construction commences within 60 days of City Council approval, weather permitting, 3)construction be completed within no more than 240 days of City Council approval, weather permitting, 4)any work or portion of commenced prior to submittal of an application to the Office of Building and Zoning will not be eligible for reimbursement. Extensions for weather conditions should not exceed 90 days and must be approved by City Council beforehand. 

These recommendations are based issued that have occurred in the past 10 months. These guidelines are not mandated by the State of Federal agencies, which allows the Council the flexibility to make changes as deemed needed in the City’s best interest.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to concur with the proposed changes and place on the Council agenda for November 7 meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.

Third item of discussion was the recommendation from the Historic Preservation Commission to designate the Glenwood Pool shelter house as a local historic landmark.

CDC Basch stated this would give the shelter house protection and any exterior physical changes would be reviewed by the Commission. An application, background information, newspaper notice and a public hearing would have to go before the Commission and then final approval by the City Council.

Alderman Gilbert commented on its uniqueness and probably deserves a landmark status.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to place this on the consent agenda for the November 7 City Council agenda, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.
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Fourth item of discussion was on purchasing a telephone emergency notification system from Global Connect System.

Fire Chief Andy Taylor stated Global Connect System is located in Chicago and is most inexpensive system he could locate. This system would be used as primary and backup paging system. Also it would benefit the Police Department and Public Works. The first year cost would be $3,250.00 with the second and third years costing $3,900.00 per year and the cost would be divided between the Fire Department, Police Department and Public Works. The City would be able to put out boil order notifications, missing children alerts, hazmat  incidents and gas leaks and would be used 24/7, 365 days of the year.

Alderman Hill asked why the cost was higher over the years.

Fire Chief Taylor stated he did not specifically ask that question, however believed it was of an incentive. The closest competitor was $3,450.00 with additional costs for the database being $150/each occurrence for changes. We provide the database with Global Connect which Verizon has donated to us. This system is for land lines only with the potential to add cell phones.

Mayor Inman commented on policies being put into place to avoid any misuse or overuse of the system, along with a campaign to opt in for cellular phone users and be able to divorce ourselves in some way if the system proves not to be what we needed it for.

Alderman Koch questioned who was responsible for making these calls and if they are done by computer.

Fire Chief Taylor stated these are computer generated, however, we can have as many stations as we need to be able to make public and emergency announcements.

Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Koch to place this on the agenda for the City Council meeting on November 7, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.

Fifth item of discussion was the proposed “Request for Engineering qualifications” for 2012 infrastructure projects.

CA Torreson stated eight (8) firms submitted qualifications. The firms were ranked in three project areas, Water, Waste Water and Streets. This process was done by the Public Works Committee along with City staff from each of the affected departments.

The following recommendations are:

McClure Engineering for the Northwest Water Project
Hanson Professional Services, Inc for the Stacy Lane Lift Station Project
Maurer Stutz, Inc. for the Street Projects

The engineering agreements with these three firms will be presented for approval at the next City Council meeting in November.

The sixth item of discussion was on a request from Go West Bus System to designate three parking spaces along Carroll Street immediately east of Lafayette Street intersection on the south side and one parking space o Carroll Street immediately west of Lafayette Street intersection on the south side as “No Parking” from 10:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m. on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays.

Gary Ziegler stated it was public safety issues that lead to this request. They were approached by the Macomb City Police concerning stopping in the middle of the street for loading and unloading 
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passengers. Currently it is a no parking zone but it is not posted so cars are parked there during these times.

Mayor Inman stated this is intended to be seven days a week from midnight to 3:00 a.m. and a draft ordinance needs to be presented to the council for discussion at the November City Council meeting.

Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn into executive session for a)Pending or probable litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Hill, Gilbert, Koch, Dorsett, Hinderliter, Wynn being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:40 p.m.

Alderman Hill moved, seconded by Alderman Gilbert to adjourn back into open session, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 6:14 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Gilbert moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:15 p.m.
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