MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2011
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, October 10, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Ryan Hansen, Kay Hill, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, Dennis Moon,

Others present: Mayor Mike Inman, Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie.

There were no public comments.

First item was a Status Report on the Water Plant Membrane Project, given by Water Plant Manager Kent Cox.  His report was in response to a request from Mr. Vonkannon a local citizen.  Mr.Cox reported that the project was near completion and that it has been eighty nine weeks out since the start.  The Contractor for the building has been awarded subsequent completion back in July 2011, and is diligently working on the punch list, with only two items remaining.   The Manufacturer has completed the commissioning of their equipment, with scheduled start up date October 24, 2011, to actually run water through the membrane system.  Mr. Cox and Staff are completing final installation of control pieces of membrane system and have also been planning for every contingency and making sure every safe guard is in place to ensure a seamless transition for our valued customers.

Mayor Inman posed the question to Mr. Cox concerning status of Ammonization portion of the project.

Mr. Cox reported the project was completed and Ammonization began back in January, however, there were some control issues with that and discontinued feeding of the ammonia, in compliance with the Illinois EPA, and not sure of when there will be a start up again.  Mr.Cox wants to make sure every safe guard is in place, as we are unable to meet regulations for the contaminants as set forth.
  
Alderman Gilbert asked if we were still dependent upon the Clearicone.  

Mr. Cox stated we are, and alternate piping is in place that we can bypass the Clearicone and take water from the lake directly to the membranes for treatment.    

Alderman Gilbert asked if there were presently multiple systems in operation.  

Mr. Cox stated yes, currently Reverse Osmosis from ground water, Deep Well, and existing Gravity Filtration System, then the new Membrane Filtration.  We do plan to rehabilitate the Gravity System as a backup supply, if at any time needed.  

Alderman Gilbert asked about difficulty of operation for his Staff.  

Mr. Cox stated they are planning to run two systems as they are currently doing, and that there will certainly not be any less work involved.  

Alderman Hill asked why sometimes the water had an odor, and Mr. Cox explained it was due to water temperature and age, and if she ever experienced it again, to please call the water treatment plant, so there can be a sample of the water done.  Alderman Hill then asked concerning prior comment on control issue of standards, was it EPA standards?  Mr.Cox explained that it was concerning the Ammonization project that was brought into play because of excursions and trail of methane levels in the water.  He explained procedures that were not taking place at that time, routine flushing, hydraulic modeling of distribution system, when the levels occurred.  They then developed a routine flushing plan, and did the hydraulic modeling, to freshen the water up.  

Mayor Inman then commented on his utmost trust and confidence in Mr.Cox and his Staff as transition begins, to take place.  

Mr. Vonkannon of 1406 Maple Ave. stepped to the podium to pose his questions.  Because of the length of time he took, it was suggested by Alderman Moon and Mayor Inman that Mr. Vonkannon meets personally with Mr.Cox to pose all his questions for his satisfaction.    Mr.Cox was willing to do so, reminding that, the Water Plant is an open facility, they do give tours, and anyone is welcome to come.

  
Second item was discussion on the intergovernmental agreements with the Macomb Park District for the parks and recreation facilities and Glenwood Pool facilities.    Alderman Dorsett commented primarily that this was a matter that was constantly repetitive, like “Groundhog Day”, concerning the study of the pool, and recommended a referendum. 

Mayor Inman commented that Mr. Hall did do a study back in 2008 on file, which did not cover issues needed.  

CA Torreson added that a more extensive feasibility study needed to go beyond, with detail, before anything was presented to the public for a referendum to vote on, as well as a cost estimate and a location.   He also stated that with the help of the University of Illinois a preliminary study was conducted at no cost to the City of Macomb.  The cost of the study is not to exceed $50,000.00, with the City and District to pay one half each, with the study to be completed by July 1, 2013, per agreement now pending.  Expertise is needed in this area of study.  

Alderman Lobdell commented on the need to press forward.   Comments were made concerning Section Seven TERM, in which City Attorney Kristen Petrie explained it shall be renewed with the terms and conditions contained, which is every (12) months, unless terminated by either party.  

Alderman Dorsett commented that 20 years for the parks agreement seemed excessive.  Mayor Inman commented the “out” clause of the agreement for either party, per agreement.  

CA Torreson also further commented on details of the park agreement, concerning the City’s exchange of responsibilities, and length of time being tied to Grant Money regulations.   

Alderman Hill did ask if the District made improvements with grant money, why the City would have to repay them.  

CA Torreson commented that most Grant Programs have a local match component, from 20% up to 40%; it has not been defined, local match, or entire investment, and that was a good question.  Alderman Lobdell reminded Council that grant money has to be used for that which the land was intended, as well as the amortization.  

Mayor Inman stated this would be placed on agenda next Monday.  

Third item was discussion on purchasing additional bollards for Chandler Park.  A quotation from Springfield Electric was given at meeting, supplied by CA Torreson, along with a drawing of suggested layout of bollards.  Quotation price was $9,882.40 for a total of eight bollards and bases; this does not include freight cost, or installation.  

The recommendation is to move forward with the North one half of the Park to look like the South.   He also reported that we have two bollards presently in stock as replacements, but to match the North with the South it would take eight bollards.  Installation would be addressed at next year’s budget, which would come from TIF funding, which there is presently money in the budget for this year, not specific for bollards but for improvements, and installation should be minimal for next year, and a quote would be obtained for that.  

Alderman Lobdell commented on concerns of the bollards going out of style, so to be cautious, price (12) instead of (8) bollards, depending on budget constraints, obtaining a price quote for that.  

Mayor Inman commented on trying to forward think, knowing that issues of price increases, out dated styles or matching issues were obvious.  Options on pricing of (8) to (12) will be done.  After no further discussion, Mayor Inman motioned to place on agenda for further discussion.  

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye”  by voice and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
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Deputy	City Clerk
