MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, JANUARY 30, 2012
5:12 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, January 30, 2012 at 5:12 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Ryan Hansen, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, Tim Lobdell, and Dennis Moon.  Alderman Kay Hill and Treasurer Ronald Ward were absent.   

Others present: Mayor Mike Inman, Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, and City Attorney Kristen Petrie. 

First item of discussion was on the establishing of a policy to prohibit outside firewood at Spring Lake Park to be brought in and burned.   Public Works Forrester, Tim Howe explained the threat of Emerald Ash Bore that is spreading throughout the Midwest area by way of firewood.  The disease destroys primarily Ash trees.  It began in 2002, in the Detroit area, and has spread within an eighty mile distance of Macomb.   

Tim Howe explained with the suggestion and help from Dr. Green of the Tree Board, that they have developed an Emerald Ash Bore readiness program that was encouraged by the State. One of the policies in the program was to disallow outside firewood into the Spring Lake area.   The mindset is that if it is going to reach Macomb that is how it will.   Visiting campers from the Chicago area, where the Emerald Ash Bore is heavily affected, will bring it in with firewood.

Tim Howe visited with Spring Lake Park Superintendent Stan Abbot, and he believes a complete ban on outside firewood would be most effective.  During the months of May through August, anyone with outside firewood would be taken and immediately burned.  Mr. Abbot suggested that the park could offer firewood for sale.  There is also firewood that is under the USDA certification seal which is sold by some retailers that could be brought in. The USDA certified wood is treated through fumigation, drying or bark removal.

Alderman Hansen asked if it would be effective to ask the campers to burn their own wood on the first night, after an informative education on the bore.  Mr. Howe explained if campers were camping more than a night, there might be more than a nights worth to burn, making it difficult.

Mr. Howe explained that if a camper were to show up with firewood, the park could offer an exchange of firewood.   Alderman Hansen explained that would make him feel a whole lot better about it.  He also wished that it would turn into an educational policy, stating that it sounds inevitable that at some point the bore will be here.

Alderman Lobdell stated that he and Alderman Dorsett felt that they have had this discussion already, and did we not take action City wide, concerning retailers selling wood.  Mr. Howe stated that it was discussed in the past and even in the Journal in 2008, but formal policy never made it all the way to publishing or implementing by the park.  Alderman Lobdell asked what control would we have with regard to retailers anyway.  Mr. Howe stated that it was discussed, and legal advice was that it would be difficult to implement since we were not a Home Rule city.  Alderman Lobell asked if we had taken any action to notify the known retailers of USDA firewood, that Emerald Ash Bore is a concern, and we do encourage them to sell USDA approved firewood.

Mr. Howe stated that he had talked to the local nurseries, and informed them that the City would not be purchasing any Ash trees, and encouraged them not to sell any, and  he believes they have complied.  
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Alderman Lobdell stated that we should at least attempt to inform the retailers of the situation and the City’s concern.
 
Mayor Inman stated that it would be good to attempt to reach out to the retailers and let them know of the City ‘s concerns, and as good steward’s of the community, voluntarily sell only USDA approved firewood.

City Attorney Kristen Petrie explained, you cannot control the retailer from offering what they sell.  The policy would be relative to the park.  It would be in the retailers best interest to offer  wood that can be used locally.  Mayor Inman stated that it does seem counter productive to prohibit in one area where we have no control in another.   Mayor Inman stated we would do further investigating and try to have a draft for Council action on next Monday night meeting.  


Second item of discussion was on the proposed “no wake” rule on Spring Lake.  The Mayor stated that this comes from the Park’s desisre to establish a “no wake” rule rather than the current, which is a horse power limit on motors.  Public opinion seems to agree.  The ultimate accomplishment is the addressing of shore erosion and  turbitity issues.  

CA Torreson reported that the Park and Pool Committee has met with the Park Board, and it does recommend this new rule.  

Alderman Lobdell stated that he recognized the City Attorney Petrie searching for the definition of “no wake” because to him it seemed that it was very subjective.   City Attorney Petrie explained the definition as being; a movement of water created by a boat under way, great enough to disturb a boat at rest, and in no way limited to exceed 5 mph.  This is something that has been utilized for quite some time, and is against the law also on the state level.  

Alderman Lobdell asked who would be issuing citations at Spring Lake.  This was a very subjective guideline, it was one that had been circumvented by people putting false housings over the boat motors implying that a 25 HP motor was only a 10 HP.  People are going to do what they are going to do, and to me it comes down to enforcement, and if it was to be enforced, does the Park have the right to issue a violation, I don’t believe they do.  

Mayor Inman stated that ultimate enforcement would be on us, but the Department of Natural Resource or Conservation Police would be asked to enforce.  Alderman Lobdell stated he was in total agreement, but until it is enforced, we could write all the verbiage we want, and it wouln’t change.   

Alderman Hinderliter agreed that this was in fact a better solution, a 5 mph speed limit, and a “no wake” situation, but the problem is enforcement.  He stated that all law enforcement agencies are able to enforce.  

Alderman Hansen asked if we were planning to disregard the current regulation altogether, and if the goal was cleaner water, what would become of the older motors currently being used in the lake. 
CA Torreson explained that the current ordinance reads for 2 cycle engines anything prior to 2006 has has a 10 year limit on use, so by 2016 they will be obsolete.  

Alderman Dorsett stated that the issue is less about pollution and more about shore line erosion and plant life and it would be best if we would try to mitigate.

Mayor Inman stated that it would be on the agenda for action on Monday night.
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Third item of discussion was on “one way” traffic in Spring Lake Park.  CA Torreson explained that this was whithin the camping area only.  The benefits are for less stress on the trees root system, and stream lining the traffic for better parking  patterns of the campers.  This was a first step to address that issue, and where we go from here, we were not sure.  Mayor Inman stated that it would be on the agenda for action on Monday night.

Fourth item of discussion was on the City of Macomb being awarded the Certified Local Government Grant by the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency.  CDC Ed Basch stated that he submitted an application in October and was notified by the State last week that we will receive the full amount and it is to be used for the National Historic District nomination which gets sent to the State and then onto the National Park Service.  The best news was the last grant that we had, closed out in 2011, we actually received supplemental monies at the end that made our out of pocket expense zero dollars.  Of this $11,600 grant, the expected out of pockt expense should be $300 at the end of the project. 

Mayor Inman stated that of the 13 communities that received awards we were second only behind the city of Chicago in the award amount.    Alderman Dorsett thanked CDC Basch, his staff and the Historical Preservation Committee for their work.  

Fifth item of discussion was on seeking bids for painting the City water towers.  Interim PW Director, Jason Bainter explained the bid estimate, the scope of work and explained the need for the repairs of the North water tower, as the evaluation was done in 2008.  The work needed was as follows: Interior and exterior painting, a new frost proof roof vent, a 30 inch manway in the riser, a cathodic protection plate removal and repair, and a roof tie off rail.   The estimated cost from McClure Engineering was approximately $314,000.00.  The South water tower would be done next year, however, the condition was the same, but it is twice the size of the North tower.  The projected length of work is 6 to 9 weeks, commencing in May, with the possibility of being back on line after the WIU students return for fall.

Alderman Lobdell stated that the water tower repair work had been a discussion and a budgetary item already in the past, and that this was no surprise and we should move forward.  

Alderman Moon asked if the start date of mid May was because of the absence of WIU students, and pointed out that traditionally there are fewer students in the Spring than in the Fall, and suggested that maybe we could start it earlier than May and therefore have it done before the return of fall students.  

Mayor Inman agreed that there would be some discussion on the start date and that this would be placed on agenda Monday night for action.

There being no further discussion Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn into Executive Session to consider information relative to: a.) Pending or probable litigation, pursuant to 
Sec.2(2)(11) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Alderman Hansen, Gilbert, Koch, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call, and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried, and they adjourned into Executive Session at 5:45 p.m.


Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter, to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 6:07 p.m.
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There being no further business, Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:08 p.m.




__________________________________
Deputy City Clerk




  














