MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, March 12, 2012
5:03 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, March 12, 2012 at 5:03 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Ryan Hansen, Kay Hill, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, Tim Lobdell, and Dennis Moon.     

Others present: Mayor Mike Inman, City Clerk Melanie Falk, City Administrator Dean Torreson, and City Attorney Kristen Petrie. City Treasurer Ron Ward was absent.

First item was Jessica Mueller’s presentation to the City Council regarding “Railroad Quiet Zones”.

Jessica Mueller, 331 North Edwards, stated for some residents the train horn can be quite a nuisance and truly make some areas undesirable to live in. Ms. Mueller wanted to make an investment opportunity that would improve the quality of life, increase the housing market value and affect the desire to live and work here. She would like to proose a limitation of “quiet zones” for Macomb, Illinois railroad crossings.

In, 2008, Ms. Mueller and her husband bought their home and were skeptical about living across from the railroad, especially since it was a crossing area. On average, the train passes through Macomb 15 to 20 times a day.

The following are points why her proposal is safe and can be a high yield investment and extremely worthwhile for the community to consider: Quality of life, sound exposure, sleep, stress, quality of work, children’s language and cognition learning ability, interruption of ceremonies, funerals, phone calls, everday life, gardening, leaving windows open and housing value.

To improve on these detrimental facts, she is proposing the investment of the “quiet zones”. There are some elements in applying for the “quiet zones”. One would be the installation of supplemental safety features. You have to look at our risks compared to the nationwide significant risk threshold. Our community would work with the Federal Railroad Association and other federal agencies to determine our risk.

The Comprehensive Plan for Macomb state implementing a “quiet zone” along the railroad tracks if train horns and whistles are deemed to be a community nuisance and Ms. Mueller stated she feels that they are. She also feels the “quiet zones” would greatly enhance the Adams Street Improvement project.

In a recent Springfield State Register article titled “The City of Springfield Hopes to Quiet Train Horns”, the Federal Railroad Administration recently released an advisory urging Illinois communities to consider the prossiblity anticipation of increased train traffic following high speed rail work. A spokesman for Union Pacific said they were willing to help in the steps to make this happen.

Ms. Mueller stated that in her research, it costs about $300 to $350,000.00 per crossing. If you spread it over a five to seven year plan, with the Macomb population of 19,288, it would cost each resident about $3.11 per crossing per year; $20.00 a year per person over five years. There might be grants or local businesses might be interested in helping out. Communities that have implemented or trying to implement “quiet zones” are Springfield, Galesburg, Chicago, Washington D.C. and Martinsville, California.

Alderman Lobdell stated the City did start this severalyears ago with the implementation of the trade we did for the closure of several streets – Clay, Charles, Madison and making McArthur a one-way crossing. There is an agreement with Burlington Northern and the ICCT to upgrade each of our crossings to meet those standards for “No Whistle Zones”. There are some concerns that still need to be ironed out.
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City Administrator Torreson stated that when “quiet zones” are implemented, the City becomes responsible for the liability if an accident does happen at a crossing. He would be happy to do some more investigating into “quiet zones”.

Second item was a council resolution of support for 2012 Community Development Assistance Program. POWER TO ACT.

				COUNCIL RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT
WHEREAS, the City of Macomb is applying to the State of Illinois for a Communty Development Assistance Program grant,and
WHEREAS, it is necessary that an application be made and agreements entered into with the State of Illinois.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:
1) That the City of Macomb apply for a grant under the terms and conditions of the State of Illinois and shall enter into and agree to the understandings and assurances contained in said application.
2) That the Mayor and City Clerk on behalf of the City execute such documents and all other documents necessary for the carrying out of said application.
3) That the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to provide such additional information as may be required to accomplish the obtaining of such grant.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to adopt the resolution, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Hill, Gilbert, Koch, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and the resolution was adopted and became Resolution No. 2012-07.

Third item was discussion on adopting the new 2012 Building, Mechanical, Property Maintenance, Fire, Residential, Electrical, Illinois Accessibility and Illinois State Plumbing Codes for the City of Macomb.

Building Inspector Dale Firof reviewed the following changes:

International Building Code 2012

Section (F) 903.2.8 – Requires all residential occupancies to be sprinkled including 1 and 2 family homes. – BI Firof recommends not adopting this section due to adding additional costs for citizens building new homes.

The following chapters should be deleted since they are covered by other adopted codes:
Chapter 27 Electrical – National Electrical Code
Chapter 28 Mechanical Systems – International Mechancial Code
Chapter 29 Plumbing Systems – Illinois State Plumbing Code
Chapter 30 Elevators and Conveying Systems – State Fire Marshall oversees elevators
Chapter 32 Encroachment into Public Right-of-Way – Municipal Code of Macomb
International Mechanical Code 2012 - No significant changes were made from previous 2006 code.

International Property Maintenance Code 2012 – No significant changes were made from previous 2006 code.

International Fire  Code 2012 – 

Section 903.2.8 – Requires all residential occupancies tobe sprinkled including 1 and 2 family homes. – BI Firof recommends deleting this section as per above.
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International Residential Code 2012 –

Section R313 – Requires all 1 and 2 family occupancies to be sprinkled. This does not apply to additions or alternations to existing buildings that are not already sprinkled. – BI Firof recommends deleting this section as per above.

Section $602.10  Wall Bracing – Several changes from the 2006 Residential Code most of which pertain to seismic category D. McDonough County is a category A zone and the closest category D zone is in southern Illinois approximately 200 miles away.

Chapter 11 Energy Efficiency – This chapter regulates the energy efficienty of new structures, including additions alterations and renovations.

No other significant changes from the 2006 code other than Chapters 25 through 40 should be deleted as they are covered by other adopted codes (Plumbing and Electrical)

2011  National Electrical Code – This code should be adopted automatically when a new edition is released. The National Electrical Code is recognized by all electrical suppliers and must e adhered to by local electrical inspectors. Inspectors do not have the ability to over ride this code unless it would be to enforce a more stringent code. This code is released every three years and should be adopted then.

Illinois Accessibity Code – This code has been adopted by the State of Illinois and must be adopted by the City of Macomb for enforcement purposes.

Illinois State Plumbing Code – This code has been adopted by the State of Illinois and must be adopted by the City of Macomb for enforcement purposes.

Alderman Dorsett moved to strike the required sprinklers for 1 and 2 family dwellings.

Alderman Lobdell stated with an owner occupied structure you have the choice financially and as a tenant, you may not have that choice available to you.

Alderman Wynn seconded the motion made by Alderman Dorsett to strike the required sprinklers for 1 and 2 family dwellings, with a voice vote, all Aldermen voted “Aye” with the exception of Alderman Lobdell who voted “Nay”. Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.

Fourth item of discussion was a proposed Memo of Understanding with the Teamster Union for organizational structure of the Public Works Department.

City Administrator Torreson stated that are currently two positions, Service Truck Operator and Meter Reader, that are under the Water Department and really not eligible for promotions in this department. To be promoted in the Water Department above the rank of Maintenance Worker, you need to have a water plant operators license.

After talking with the Teamster representatives and the Personnel Committee, the best solution is to house these two positions within the Operations Division of Public Works. By doing this, these two positions would be eligible for promotions based on the criteria under this division.

This will be placed on the agenda for next Monday nights City Council meeting.

Fifth item of discussion was on the dates for Spring City Wide Cleanup.
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City Administrator Torreson stated the Public Works Committee will be meeting with Dave Schaab from Waste Management to come up with the final dates.

Sixth item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend Chapter 15, Article X Entitled Impoundment of Motor Vehicles used in Certain Offenses of the Municipal Code of the City of Macomb.

There was no futher discussion on this item.

Seventh item was review of the FY 12-13 budget.

City Administrator Torreson stated we are not looking at a balanced budget proposal for next year. We are looking at spending over $600,000.00 more than revenues next year. This is not an unsound thing to do for the following reasons:

We have a reserve that has built up to a high level than we normally have and we have done that because we have made some cost cutting measurers over the last two to three years. As for our projections of revenues, we are very conservative and get more than what we project. Our spending, we are also conservative because we spend less thant what we have budgeted. We have also made sacrificies over the last couple of years on necessary capital equipment purchases. The Mayor and some standing committees feel it is necessary to play catch up on some necessary purchases.

We will also be having some special one time costs this next fiscal year: $150,000.00 for the special census we are trying to get scheduled for next fall and $130,000.00 for the upgrade of our Civil Defense sirens.

 We have some expenses that will be paid off this next year: the Early Retirement Program and the Hampton Inn gas line relocation.

This budget figures a 2 ¼% salary increase and a 21% fuel cost increase for all departments.

In the Fire Department, wehave received one retirement letter and anticipating one more.So there could be an increase in overtime until a new fire fighter is hired. A cost of $17,000.00 is anticipated for window replacements. We have figured $20,000.00 expenditure out of the Fire Protection Tax  for safety equipment and we also have a bond payment on the fire trucks.

In the Police Department, overtime is up considerably and we will be purchasing two new squad cars out of the Police Protection Tax.

In the Downtown TIF, we have scheduled money for engineering for the Downtown re-vitalization.

Alderman Lobdell stated he would like to move some money from the MDDC Revolving Loan Fund elsewhere so it could be better utilized. The Rental Rehab program or Fix or Flatten would be a good place for seed money. $148,000.00 was discussed at Community Development. He would be interested in a committee discussion on this actual topice to get feedback from the rest of the council.

West Side TIF is making revenue of $35,000.00 per year. We have budgeted money for Fix or Flatten, Adams Street Improvement property purchases, North part of Chandler Park electrical improvements, small surplus payment starting out to other entities. Also, there is money for a possible purchase of the old Lamoine Hotel but the goal is to have a developer purchase it and renovate it.
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Cemetery has budgeted an additional part-time worker due to the adding of Compton Park, $17,000.00 to renovate the interior of the office space to provide more privacy for individuals plus adding one mower and replacing two.

Street Department has budgeted four employees that will be paid out of Street with a transfer from the Water Division. The capital equipment budget for the Operations Division is $346,000.00.

Garbage Fund has a 3% monthly fee increase.

Sales Tax is coming in at the projected rate, which is twice of what it was before the increase. The major projects for 2012 season is Charles Street reconstruction, engineering design for East Carroll Street, paving of the parking lot at Campbell and Washington Street, full depth recycling and overlay on various streets.

Motor Fuel Tax  has no change.

Water Fund will have 5% rate increase. There is also a backlog of distribution system improvements and maintenance that has to be addressed. We have budgeted the painting of the North water tower at $400,000.00, East Carroll Street water main replacement (this is a grant and if not approved, this will not be done), restoration of one standby well and pump at $125,000.00, rejuvenation of the old Greenleaf filters with new media as a standby when the new membrane system goes on-line. Plus the utilities for running the water plant run about ¼ million dollars each year, chemical costs are higher and meter replacements continue.

Sewer Fund will have a 3% rate increase. We plan to replace the lift station on Stacy Lane. $200,000.00 has been budgeted for the re-working of the headworks of the grit building and $100,000.00 for the lining of the sewer mains.

Mayor Inman stated that we are anticipating but not necessarily accounting for an additional payment from the State in the amount of $156,000.00 that would change the balance going forward in the General Corporate Fund.

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded b Alderman Wynn to adjourn, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:22 p.m.





__________________________________
City Clerk


