MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, MAY 14, 2012
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, May 14, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Kay Hill, Ryan Hansen, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Donald Wynn, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter and Dennis Moon.  

Others present: Mayor Mike Inman, Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, and City Attorney Kristen Petrie. City Treasurer Ron Ward was absent.

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on a railroad quiet zone for the City of Macomb.  CA Torreson explained that several months ago a private citizen had requested the Council consider railroad quiet zones for the City of Macomb.  The recommendation from the Public Safety Committee was to deny the request for these following reasons;

Liability for accidents involving vehicles and pedestrians
Vehicle accidents increase by 62% on average according to studies 
Safety of WIU students who walk often late at night and sometimes inebriated 
Crossings at Hwy 67/136 have a very high traffic volume
Federal Railroad Rules, require all drives and intersections be no closer than 100 feet from crossing gates, this would create issues for some already existing businesses
Costs involved in making physical changes necessary could cost up to $250,000 per crossing

CA Torreson explained that the Public Safety Committee had discussed all points and have recommended to deny based on their studies and information.  

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to concur with Public Safety Committee and to place on the consent agenda, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on consent agenda for Monday night.

The second item of discussion was on an ordinance amendment for the proposed B3 Downtown Business Zoning District to B2 General Business Zoning District Zoning changes for 54 parcels.
CDC Basch was present to explain the amendments as;

To provide more flexibility to the “fringes”
Re-draw B3 boundaries resulting in 54 parcels being rezoned from B3 to B2 (modified in some ways)
The waiver of off street parking already in the code place for the “greater downtown” geographical area including all current parcels would be kept in place
“Bulk” regulations for the “greater downtown” defined as bounded by Calhoun, Campbell, Jefferson and
McArthur would be kept in place as is
Uses allowed by right in B2 would require special use in the “greater downtown” area: new and used auto sales, beer, wine and liquor wholesale sales, contractors, equipment rental, kennels, lawn maintenance, resorts, snow removal, veterinarians, well drilling, athletic facilities, batting and driving ranges, mini golf, skating rinks and rehab centers

He stated the reason behind the categorizing was the consensus of staff and the Planning Commission, that there are some B2 uses currently not allowed in the B3 that may prove to be too intense in terms of parking, traffic noise and appearance for areas near the square and this warrants individual evaluation.
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CDC Basch also explained that loft apartments above the commercial establishments would be permitted by right in the area as stated above.  It would require amending Section 17-750 “Bulk Requirements” of the Code.  New wording as in paragraphs 2 and 3 of 17-750.  The effect would be bulk regulations in the proposed zone to be the same as in B3 District and permit loft residence right for parcels zoned B2 when located within geographical area.  He also stated that the Use Matrix Code would also be affected in order to reflect uses that are allowed only by special use permit in the “greater downtown” area.

CA Torreson asked if this area would appear as B2 or B3 on zoning map.  CDC Basch stated that they would be shown as B2 with *asterisk* in the Matrix for “special use”, and the asterisk refer you to the narrative explanation.  Alderman Koch stated that he thought it could become confusing.  Could there be a B2-A created.  CDC Basch explained that by definition the downtown area as was defined, was already treated differently by all regulations required because of historical preservation.  

Alderman Dorsett asked if the rental properties would be allowed to park in the B2 special use and would any additional parking demands be met through the special use.  CDC Basch stated yes.

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for consideration on Monday night.

The third item of discussion was on a request to authorize a special use permit to establish a Single Family residential use in a B2 General Commercial District 204 W. Jefferson.  CDC Basch explained that the Planning Commission had met and considered a request by Mr. Gil Johnson for a special use permit to convert the former Pineapple Inn into a single family residence.  He had previously requested for a lodging house which was denied.  The Planning Commission voted 6 to 2 to deny the request. Trying to suggest something less than an R4.   Mr. Johnson has requested the Council to delay any action or discussion for 3 weeks, which would make it a June Council.  

CDC Basch explained that the reasons given by the Planning Commission for denial possibly would not legally hold up.  He stated that an alternative may be to consider approving special use but only for occupancy at R1 or R2 standard;
 
Residency to consist of no more than a blood related family or two unrelated individuals; (just not both instances). 

CDC Basch stated that Mr. Johnson’s reply might be that this would not generate sufficient cash flow.  City Attorney Petrie and CDC Basch were of the opinion that allowing some kind of residential use was more defendable and the concerns of the neighbors and Planning Commission might be lessened. 
CDC Basch Stated that R1 or R2 would allow Mr. Johnson to sell the property as a residence because as it was now it could only be sold or used as a business.  

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to postpone until a date certain of June 11th Committee of the Whole, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes.

Alderman Lobdell asked CDC Basch if the Planning Commission had been given the suggestion of the R1, R2 change.  CDC Basch stated that they had but it died for a lack of a second.

The fourth item of discussion was on amending the towing fee ordinance for the City of Macomb.
Police Chief Barker was present to explain that currently the fee for Police ordered tow was $125.00 after hours and the rate would increase to $150.00 after 5:00 p.m. until the typical hours of operation.  

There was no further discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be drafted as an ordinance and placed on agenda for first reading Monday night.
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The fifth item of discussion was on the outside city water hookup fee from $3,000.00 to $250.00.
CA Torreson stated that this was a recommendation by the Public Works Committee, due to the increase of competition from Rural Water companies supplying citizens of Macomb just outside the city limits.
The possibility of serving more residence could occur should the fee be much less.  $250.00 for a normal meter hook up and $500.00 for a 2” service hook up.  This would put the City in a much more competitive position.  CA Torreson stated that the Committee also recommended that there be refunds made to those who have paid the $2,000.00 fee retroactive to the year “2000”, less $250.00 and that there were an estimated 18 customers, with no dollar figure yet indicated and it would only be to owners that were still residing in the residence. 

Alderman Dorsett asked it the 2013 budget went forward based on any projections of the amount of taps we might have and does the City have a source of cash for the reimbursement monies. CA Torreson stated monies would come from the Water Fund which now has a balance of $435,000.00.

Alderman Lobdell stated that the high cost for the tap fee was originally set because the City supplied the equipment to install and that that should be deducted as well.  

Alderman Hansen asked for clarification in that the Council would be giving approximately $2750 to 18 customers.  Mayor Inman stated for some it could be less than that and for some as much as $4,000.
tap fee charge.  

Alderman Hinderliter asked if the Council was actually refunding or giving credit and was the monies budgeted for.  CA Torreson stated the recommendation was to refund.  Mayor Inman stated that was true it was unbudgeted.  Alderman Hinderliter stated he would have to give much thought to that.  He stated that he had no problem offering new customers the $250 tap fee, but to go back just for goodwill and spend monies out of our funds he did not agree.  
 
Alderman Dorsett stated that to separate the two issues, the general concept of lowering the hook up fee was solid, the basis for future reimbursement would be the annexations.  Mayor Inman stated that some of those being refunded would be those that have an annexation agreement.  

Alderman Hill stated that this could possibly open a can of worms for those who paid additional assessments prior to 2000.  Mayor Inman stated it could, but the Committee looked at what was available for data and they were good with the numbers back to 2000.  

Mr. James VonKannon, 1306 Maple Ave. commented on a water survey taken back in 2008, and stated that from feeder lines there was a decrease of chlorines and amines for customers that far out.  The $3,000 was to keep people out not bring them in.

Alderman Lobdell stated that not to confuse anyone, the situations are envisioned to accommodate those who are already close to a water line.  We have discussed those on the fringes and it would have to meet our standards for all considerations we have for running water, we are not proposing to run 3000 feet of line for one house.  

Alderman Dorset moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to accept the Committee recommendation to lower the fee from $3,000 to $250 for a normal tap, $500 for 2” meter tap, and later sort out the other issue of refunds, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for further action.




Meeting of the Whole
May 14, 2012
Page 4

The sixth item of discussion was on awarding quote to rebuild standby water wells pumps and to purchase a new lake pump.  Water Treatment Manager, Kent Cox was present to make his request to do both items at this time. 

He stated that two pumps at Spring Lake pump raw water from the Lake to the Treatment Plant.  Last year the North pump and electric motor were replaced.  The North pump was re-conditioned and now is ready to be utilized to upgrade the South pump.  The South motor would be replaced with a more efficient motor.  The South pump and motor were last serviced in 1998.  Mr. Cox stated that he had received a quote for $11,500 from Peerless Service Co.

Mr. Cox stated that there are two deep wells at Spring Lake which serve as back-up water supply.  During a drought, water from these wells is pumped directly into Spring Lake to blend water before being pumped to the plant.  The North well pump was removed in 2000 (for the Reverse Osmosis Pilot Study) and never replaced.  The South well pump has not been serviced since 1986.

Mr. Cox stated that he had budgeted $125,000 for repair/replacement of the North well in the current budget and $70,000 for the South well in 2013-14 budget.  Mr. Cox explained that he has received a quote for re-conditioning both wells from Layne’s in the amount of $99,653 and Peerless Service Co. for $88,600.

He stated that given the positive prices of both quotes he was asking Council to proceed with rehabbing the pump and purchasing a new motor for the South well pump, and the rehab/replacement of BOTH deep well pumps.  Awarding bids to Peerless Service Co. for the amount of $100,100.00.

There was no discussion by the Council.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for Monday night for further consideration.

The seventh item of discussion was on the Cross-Connection Survey sent out by Water Treatment Manager, Kent Cox.  Water Treatment Manager, Kent Cox was present to explain the questionnaire he had mailed out to the Macomb residents.  Mr. Cox stated he had received a few calls and concerns from residents.  The Survey mailed out was the exact template given by the US EPA and IL EPA, and that this was the responsibility of the City to conduct and maintain the information for cross-connection, backflow prevention device and records.  Mr. Cox stated it was the law.  He stated that to date he had received 1500 surveys back.  

Alderman Hill expressed her thanks and stated that it was a well executed easily understood survey.

Alderman Dorsett asked how the information was going to be compiled and maintained.   Mr. Cox stated in his own office manually.  Alderman Dorsett asked if this would be done every two years.  Mr. Cox stated under law it must be done every two years.  Alderman Dorsett suggested a data base be built and the information maintained, and added to from building permits issued.  Mr. Cox stated if he had those records, and he would have to seek information on whether it would meet regulatory guidelines.   

Mayor Inman asked how many surveys had been mailed out.  Mr. Cox stated 6,400.  Alderman Dorsett asked what the mailing costs were.  Mr. Cox stated just at $4,000 for total costs of paper, printing, envelopes and postage.

Alderman Koch stated that approximately 25% had been returned, and asked what kind of stimulus we had to get the other 75% to come in.  Mr. Cox stated it was all laid forth in the law and that it has only been 10 days. 
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The eighth item of discussion was on the proposed changes to the City’s Personnel Manual.  Business Office Manager, Vicky Williams was present to answer any questions by the Council.  Ms. Williams addressed the highlighted items that had been requested for clarification.  There was no discussion.  Mayor Inman stated that it would be placed on agenda for final action on Monday night.

The ninth item of discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the City of Macomb to purchase property to be used as right of way.  There was no discussion from Council and no comments from the audience.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading on Monday night.


There being no further business Alderman Hinderliter motioned to adjourn, seconded by Alderman Wynn, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
      



__________________________________
Deputy City Clerk




  














