MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, JULY 23, 2012
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, July 23, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Kay Hill, Ryan Hansen, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Donald Wynn, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter and Dennis Moon.  

Others present: Mayor Mike Inman, Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz and City Administrator Dean Torreson. City Attorney Kristen Petrie and City Treasurer Ron Ward were absent.

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on bids received for the Stacy Lane Lift Station replacement project.
The low bid was received from D&L Excavating, Inc. for $141,732.29.  There was no discussion.
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Koch to approve the low bid and place on the Consent Agenda for Council Meeting August 6, 2012, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes. 

The second item of discussion was on the revised storm water drainage pipes and ditches in the City street policy.  This was a recommendation from the Public Works Committee.  An additional page was added to the policy regarding installation of storm sewer by adjoining property owners in the drainage ditches along rural section public streets.  Also regarding maintenance of storm sewer installed by adjoining property owners in the drainage ditches along rural section public streets; this had four provisions that would apply.  

Alderman Hill questioned item four concerning right to appeal decisions of the Public Works Director to the Council.  She stated that he has the expertise to make the decisions to approve or deny.

Mayor Inman stated that any decision made by staff may be appealed to Council that was just standard procedure.

CA Torreson stated that it was just a precautionary measure in the case of any discriminatory actions on behalf of staff.  The Mayor stated this would be placed on Committee of the Whole for next week if further discussion was opened.  

The third item of discussion was on “Practices and Procedures” for City Council and Committee of the Whole Meetings.  CA Torreson stated that this practice and procedure was already in place but recommendation from the General Government Committee was to have it placed in writing.  He gave a brief overview of the practices and procedures as written by City Clerk Falk.

Alderman Lobdell stated he would like the language in the paragraph concerning ordinances, changed from “may” have, to “shall” have two readings.  Mayor Inman stated that it would be looked at by Legal Council and the language changed, and placed on agenda for any further discussion on Committee of the Whole next Monday night.  

Alderman Moon stated he did not understand CA Torreson’s statement about; there would not be ordinance discussion before it was introduced for first reading.  He stated that they did not practice that anyway.  He asked if they had done it in the past.  Alderman Lobdell stated for example; when they would have the feeling that they may waive second reading, then they might want a COW ahead of time.
Alderman Moon asked if then that eliminated the possibility.  CA Torreson stated this did not prohibit it from being done.  He stated as a general guide it would not be done unless requested by someone.  
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Alderman Lobdell stated there were instances when input was necessary for discussion before it reached the ordinance stage.  Alderman Dorsett stated he did not believe it tied council hands in any way and felt it was an explanatory tool for citizens at large or for incoming aldermen as well.  

Alderman Lobdell recommended it be placed on the website.  

The fourth item of discussion was on quotes for the purchase of a forklift for the Public Works Water Treatment Division.  Public Works Director Bainter was present to explain quotes from vendors.  He stated that the most expensive one from Altorfer was his recommendation because of its mast height.
He stated the other two did not meet the requirements.  Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to approve the purchase of the forklift from Altorfer and place on Consent Agenda for Council Meeting on Monday August 6, 2012, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on Consent Agenda.

Alderman Wynn asked what was wrong with the old one.  Public Works Director Bainter stated the torque converter was out of it.  He stated he was told that scrapping the machine would probably gain them more money than the trade amount offered.  Alderman Gilbert asked if the height requirement was part of the quote specification.  Public Works Director Bainter stated that it was.  

The fifth item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend Chapter 14 Section 14-34 of the Municipal Code pertaining to peddler’s licenses for established businesses in Macomb.  Mayor Inman stated that it would establish a fee for 12 months for local businesses to canvas door to door.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for the next COW meeting next Monday night for any further discussion when Legal Council was present.  

The sixth item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend Chapter 11 of the Municipal Code of the City of Macomb, Illinois.   Mayor Inman explained the origin of the ordinance came from the Community Development Office, which would allow them to forgo the usually long waiting period, and then when an expense was incurred for removal of trash, a lien was placed on the property.  Through this ordinance this would allow a more rapid resolution through a 24 hour notice and an issuance of an ordinance violation creating a ticket, with whatever expenses incur added to the fine process.  There was no discussion and the Mayor stated it would be placed on agenda for Monday night meeting.  

The seventh item of discussion was on an ordinance to add Article VII of 5 of the Municipal Code of Macomb, Illinois pertaining to raffles.   Mayor Inman stated this would cover licensing of raffles through fraternal, religious and other organizations, for a minimal fee, and also allowing certain license holders to take advantage of the State of Illinois current law changes regarding gambling machines.  

Alderman Hansen stated he had questions concerning this ordinance, but would wait for Legal Council to return next week.  

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:23 p.m.
      



__________________________________
Deputy City Clerk




  














