MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, AUGUST 27, 2012
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, August 27, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Ryan Hansen, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Donald Wynn, Tim Lobdell and Clay Hinderliter.  

Others present: Mayor Mike Inman, Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz and City Administrator Dean Torreson. Aldermen Kay Hill and Dennis Moon, City Treasurer Ron Ward were absent.

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on increasing the fines for certain municipal ordinance violations.  City Attorney Kristen Petrie was present to explain the increases in ordinance violations concerning; false i.d.’s, resisting or obstructing, sale/delivery of alcohol to a minor, possession of cannabis, all others.  She presented the Council with a comparable of charges from other University Town’s such as; Normal, Champaign, Carbondale, Charleston and DeKalb, Illinois.  

Alderman Hinderliter stated the Committee had voted unanimously by a 2/3 vote in favor of the recommendation to increase.  He indicated that on the point of false i.d.’s he felt very strongly.  He also stated that they were not trying to target anyone.

Alderman Lobdell stated that it did target a certain specific group.   

Mayor Inman stated that it would be placed on the agenda for first reading at Tuesday night meeting.

The second item of discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to establish an off-site accessory structure in an R-2 Single Family Zoning District at 326 S. Ward Street.  
CDC Ed Basch was present to explain the Planning Commission’s recommendation to allow a “special use” permit to Mr. & Mrs. Martin of 318 S. Ward Street to purchase an existing garage located within 60 feet of their residence.  The purpose of the “special use” was to garage vehicles and personal property at the location.  The Commission voted 9/0 in favor of the “special use”.  

Alderman Dorsett asked the Martin’s if they were in full agreement with the conditions of the “special use”.
The Martin’s indicated they were in agreement.  Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hansen to approve and place on the consent agenda for Tuesday night meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes.  Mayor Inman stated that it needed to be presented as an ordinance for first reading and consideration at Council meeting.  

The third item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend the Vegetation Code, Section 21-22 of the Municipal Code for the City of Macomb (maintenance of grassed right-of-way areas).  City Administrator Dean Torreson explained the ordinance amendment as the delineation of certain verbiage and addition of new, concerning the maintenance of grass right-of-way areas owned by the City adjoining private property, and their responsibility to maintain them.  

He stated that Section 21-22 states; weeds or grass over certain height declared as nuisance.  It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any weeds, plants, or grass, other than agricultural crops, trees, bushes, flowers, or other ornamental plants, to grow to a height exceeding six inches.  Stricken was “anywhere in the city”.  On any real property in their possession, control, or ownership including any parkway or right of way, developed or undeveloped, adjacent to said property.   Any such plants or weeds exceeding such height are hereby declared to be a nuisance.  
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He also stated the exemptions.  Alderman Lobdell stated that there were issues he felt at the location of Johnson and the bypass.  

Alderman Dorsett asked why the reference to agriculture was even addressed.

Alderman Hinderliter stated that there were areas such as S. Ward Street where agriculture was present.

Mayor Inman stated that it would be placed on agenda for the first reading at the Tuesday night meeting.

The fourth item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend Section 15-214 and 15-215 of the Municipal Code of Macomb to limit additional parking zones (N Ward/W Carroll).  Public Works Director, Jason Bainter was present to explain reasons for removal of the parking on N Ward Street.  He stated that the narrowness of it with current parking on the west side, made it difficult to navigate in good conditions, then in the winter when snow plows need access it made it almost impossible.  

He stated that he was not opposed to allowing 24 hour parking on Carroll, north side of Sherman to Ward, south side of Ward to Normal and the north side of Normal to Western. 

City Attorney Petrie explained the extensive mapping her office was currently undergoing to clarify and determine as a guideline between the ordinances 214 and 215 which currently overlap.  She stated they are mapping the “full restriction” parking and the “limited restriction” parking areas of the City and where such signs are located.  

Mayor Inman stated the ordinance would be placed on agenda for first reading at Tuesday night meeting.

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:42 p.m. 





__________________________________
Deputy City Clerk




  














