MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2012
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, September 10, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Ryan Hansen, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Don Wynn and Dennis Moon. 

Others present: Mayor Mike Inman, Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz and City Attorney Kristen Petrie. Aldermen Kay Hill, Tim Lobdell, City Administrator Dean Torreson and City Treasurer Ron Ward were absent.

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on consideration to award the bid for an “Underwriter” for the City of Macomb’s Capital Bond Issue.  The Committee of the Whole had power to act.  The City received proposals and the best proposal recommended by Ehlers and Associates was from Stifel Nicolaus Financial from St. Louis.  There was no discussion.  

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to authorize the Mayor to award bid to Stifel Nicolaus Financial, if the bid was still in line with the prior numbers, if not the Mayor would accept the best proposal, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Gilbert, Koch, Dorsett, Hinderliter, Wynn and Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried. 

The second item of discussion was on a proposed statue in Chandler Park from the Macomb Women’s Club.  The General Government Committee gave their recommendation to permit the placing and layout of the proposed statue.  

Tina Belz, 431 E. Grant was present to explain the idea and purpose of the statue proposed by the Women’s Club to honor women of the past, present and future noted for their heroism and social activism.  She stated that Jaci Willis was the creator of the bronze statue. She stated that the size of the statue itself was all pending on the amount of monies raised.


Sally Sallee, 831 E. Franklin was present to show the layout approved by the General Government Committee with a dimensional drawing.  Ms. Sallee showed the Council a sample of granite memorial bricks that may be purchased and inlaid in the patio area.  She stated that the hope of the Women’s Club was to begin work on the patio area as soon as this fall.  She stated the statue itself would probably take a year to construct.  She stated the statue would be located just south of the existing civil war monument on the west side of the park.   

Alderman Dorsett stated that there were many discussions on the size and placement of the plaza area and the Women’s Club did work to comply with the Committee’s recommendation for size.  He stated that in the future, upon discussion with the Mayor, that there was a natural dividing line in the park from south west to north east that will limit future memorials.  

The third item of discussion was on the amending of the RedZone contract for televising of sanitary storm sewers in the City of Macomb.  Public Works Director Jason Bainter was present to explain there was a discrepancy of distance of lines between the CMOM plan and the GIS mapping of approximately 67,000 feet of sewer main.  He stated he had been working with Tim Graeb of RedZone Robotics and had worked out a deal to reduce the amount charged per foot for the additional footage.  He stated the contract price for 6” to 12” pipe was $1 per foot and additional would be .67 cents per foot, 15” and larger
Meeting of the Whole
September 10, 2012
Page 2

 
was $2 per foot and additional would be $1.85 per foot.  He stated that he had asked the sewer plant employees to present a list of areas that have already been televised or were plastic that they could stay away from until there was an actual footage count.  There was no discussion.

The fourth item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend Section 1-13, 4-96, 4-97, 16-31, 16-54 and 24-10 of the Municipal Code of the City of Macomb (Administrative Ticket Fines). This ordinance had first reading at Tuesday night meeting.   Alderman Dorsett addressed a comment published in the Courier stating that this was all done for more money.  He stated that it was not Council’s desire to have to generate funds in this way.  He stated it was simple, don’t do it, and don’t get fined.  There was no further discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action on Monday night meeting.

The fifth item of discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to establish an off-site accessory structure in an R-2 Single Family Zoning District at 326 S. Ward Street.  This had first reading at Tuesday night meeting.  There was no discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action on Monday night meeting. 

The sixth item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend the Vegetation Code, Section 21-22 of the Municipal Code for the City of Macomb (maintenance of grassed right-of-way areas).  This ordinance had first reading at Tuesday night meeting.  Mr. Alan Simpson, 1010 E. Elm Street was present to voice his disagreement with the ordinance.  He stated that he believed in his situation the maintaining of such was too dangerous for normal mowing and that the City should do something to make the right-of-way safer for him to mow.  He asked Council if he were to get hurt mowing the City owned right-of-way, would the City pay his medical expenses.

City Attorney Petrie stated, no.  Mayor Inman stated that the discrepancy was in that it was a City right-of-way available to him for public use any day, at any time, publicly maintained.  Mayor Inman stated that there were alternatives available in the cases of steep ditches and that the Public Works Director had indicated his willingness to work with property owners to make those grades user friendly as possible.  

Alderman Dorsett stated that this was to address that if there were a situation where it was unsafe then it would be maintained to be free of noxious weeds, and not necessarily at the normal standard of grass.  Mayor Inman stated that was a good interpretation.  

City Attorney Petrie stated that there had been a request to add language in addition to noxious weeds, volunteer trees and brush be added in reference to the rural type streets for agricultural settings.  

Mayor Inman stated the language would be added and placed on agenda for second reading and final action on Monday night meeting.

The seventh item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend Section 15-214 and 15-215 of the Municipal Code of Macomb to limit additional parking zones (North Ward and West Carroll).  This had first reading at Tuesday night meeting.  There was no discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action on Monday night meeting. 

The eighth item of discussion was on an ordinance to create a special event liquor license for the McDonough District Hospital for the Festival of Trees Illumination Gala.  This had first reading at Tuesday night meeting.  There was no discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action on Monday night meeting.
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The ninth item of discussion was on an ordinance to create a special event liquor license for the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce and Downtown Development Bras for Cause (Mardi Bras) event.  This had first reading at Tuesday night meeting.  There was no discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action on Monday night meeting.

The tenth item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend Section 2-3(b) and 2-4(c) of the Macomb Illinois Municipal Code (Administrative/Elections).  This had first reading at Tuesday night meeting.  City Attorney Petrie stated that the ordinance was for clarification due to the change in aldermanic wards and to be consistent with newly adopted state law.  

Alderman Hinderliter stated for clarification, wards 1, 2, 5 and one “at large” position would be open for election.  He stated he would like to see the new five ward boundaries published for the public’s understanding.  The Mayor stated that the website also had them posted.  He also stated the petitions were available for those positions in the City Clerk’s Office.  

Mayor Inman stated that it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action on Monday night meeting.

There being no further business, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 5:25 p.m. 





__________________________________
Deputy City Clerk




  














