MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 2013
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, January 14, 2013, at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Ryan Hansen, Kay Hill, Louis Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Don Wynn and Dennis Moon.  Alderman Tom Koch arrived at 5:15 p.m.

Others present: Mayor Mike Inman, Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie and Public Works Director Jason Bainter.  City Treasurer Ron Ward was absent.

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to establish a legally non-conforming use in an R-3 Two Family Zoning District located at 415 S. Ward Street.  The petitioners; Matt and Lindsay Steward, 7060 N 1500th Rd, Macomb, IL were present to explain their intent on opening a small used car sales lot, located at the property owned by Steve Gray, father of Lindsay Steward.  This was publicized and there were no objections.  Mayor Inman stated that this would be placed on the agenda for final action at Monday night meeting.  

The second item of discussion was on an ordinance to create a Class R liquor license for Chubby’s Incorporated, located on W. Adams.  This ordinance had first reading last Monday night.  There were no public comments or objections.  Ms. Tammy Yates, 305 E. Grant, Macomb, IL was present to answer any questions and explain the primary purpose for the business was an eating establishment.  Mayor Inman stated that this would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night meeting.  

The third item of discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to establish a fraternity house in an R-4 Multiple Family Zoning District at 721 Wigwam Hollow Road.  This ordinance had first reading last Monday night.  The owner and petitioner were not present.  The Planning Commission voted unanimously to approve the request.  They stated that there were no objections, conditions were attached and it was formerly a fraternity.  

Alderman Moon asked it the occupancy of the building was increasing.  He noted the request was for 20 occupants and the parking did not meet requirements.  

City Attorney Petrie stated that the conditions and stipulations were; they were limited to 16 occupants, unless they expand parking to accommodate 1.25 parking per persons.  

Alderman Moon asked when did the requirement for dustless surface become effective. 

City Attorney Petrie stated when they convert the parking to the limitation on the high end.

Alderman Moon stated he thought it was not effective until they increased the occupancy.  He stated he was also considering future places that would change uses.  

City Attorney Petrie stated that she understood the parking lot to already be a paved surface.  She stated that she would confirm what the surface of the lot was.  

Mayor Inman stated that this would be placed on the agenda for final action at Monday night meeting.
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The fourth item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend the Unified Development Code by amending Section 17-77(b) (1) of the Unified Development Code.  This ordinance had first reading last Monday night.  The Mayor stated this was the elimination of non-conforming signs.  CA Torreson stated that this was enacted 15 years ago and would place a sunset clause for all non-conforming signs to be removed within 15 years in the City and those 15 years has expired January 1, 2013.  He stated that the Committee recommendation was that this be stricken so the signs may remain.  CA Torreson stated that the enclosed list provided by CDC Ed Basch listed the signs known.  

Mayor Inman stated that this would include the signs listed and would grandfather them in.  

Alderman Dorsett asked if there were to be damage due to natural disaster or other circumstance to the grandfathered signs, would they lose their protection.  City Attorney Petrie stated they could, but they could also request by variance to resume.  

Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night meeting.  

The fifth item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend the Unified Development Code by amending Section 17-894(c) (2) (c) of the Unified Development Code.  This ordinance had first reading last Monday night.  CA Torreson stated that this was another recommendation by the Planning Commission to amend the current code language concerning LED lights in the downtown district area.  He stated the original purpose of the ordinance was to eliminate flashing signs in the downtown.  He stated that now however, LED lighting was much more subdued and less gaudy.  He stated the Commission was suggesting a new paragraph language be added to allow the LED within the specifications stated.  

Mayor Inman stated that this would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night meeting. 

The sixth item of discussion was on the City of Macomb’s health insurance renewal.  CA Torreson gave a brief summary of the City’s insurance stating that the City was partially self-funded up to $40,000 per year per individual and from there they purchase reinsurance which would cover anything above that.  He stated that the City employs a third party administrator to handle claims and retains Mr. Dave Thompson as the agent of record and consultant.  

He stated the City had a good loss year; they were under the 80% ratio.  He explained the rates were base on an expected loss ratio of 80%.  He stated that there were some claims that exceeded the $40,000 and that it would affect the reinsurance premium rate.  He stated that the recommended rate increase was 3.7% beginning February 1, 2013; this would increase the single premium to $688.50 per month, family premium to $1612.50 per month and the employee contribution for family coverage to $106.60 every two weeks.  He stated this would affect what was added to the insurance trust fund.  He stated the cash balance of the fund was $675,000 being the highest since 2007.  

He stated the Employee Insurance Committee had met with him and Mr. Thompson to review the current financial status, and they went away satisfied with only an increase of 3.7%.    He stated that Mr. Thompson stated this was the lowest renewal he had seen this year.  He stated that the recommendation was to continue with IOA reinsurance policy and continue with Mr. Thompson as Consultant, and retain Consociate-Dansig as the third party administrator.  

He explained the projected costs and revenues as well as premium history from 2004 to current 2013, showing the percentage increases and amounts paid into the trust, as well as the trust fund balances.

Alderman Hill asked what the large refund claim of $85,290 was. 
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Mr. Thompson explained if the City had a claim in excess of $40,000; that constituted a reinsurance claim and they note that as a reimbursement; they apply that to the reinsurance company and the reinsurance reimburses them for anything over the $40,000.  

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to place the recommendation for the health insurance renewal on consent agenda at Monday night meeting.  All Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes; Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.  

The seventh item of discussion was on an agreement with Dr. David L. Miller dba Medical Group of Macomb, LLC for city employee physicals.  This agreement has been an annual renewal.  CA Torreson stated the agreement was the same as before doing all city employee physicals and drug testing with the rates remaining the same as last year.  The agreement would be back dated to December 1, 2012 and expire November 30, 2013.  

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to accept the  agreement and plance on consent agenda at Monday night meeting.  All Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes; Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.  

The eighth item of discussion was on authorizing the solicitation of bids for the lining of sewers in the City of Macomb.  Public Works Director Bainter was present to answer questions.  He explained the request was for streets that involve reconstruction in the near future.  The locations were N. Ward, E. Carroll and a portion of E. Franklin Street.  

He stated that $100,000 was budgeted for lining and of that $46,225 had already been spent, leaving a balance of $53,775.  He stated that he was requesting to use the unspent monies from the purchase of a skid loader and Stacy Lane lift station, totaling $65,863, which would allow $119,638 to go towards lining.  He stated that it was not customary to ask to spend unspent monies, but he felt this was necessary.  

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to approve and place this on the consent agenda at Monday night meeting.  All Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes; Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.  

The ninth item of discussion was on a tree planting policy on private property for the City of Macomb.  Public Works City Forester Tim Howe was present to explain the proposed draft.  The intent of the draft was to allow tree planting on private property in cooperation with the City of Macomb and Macomb Beautiful in some situations where the City does not have right-of-way.  He stated the draft had been reviewed by Public Works, Tree Board and Community Development Committee’s with much input.  

He stated that there were requests for trees to be planted in right-of-way areas that were not suitable for the area, but the homeowner may have the suitable area instead.  He stated that in that situation it would accomplish the goal of providing benefits to the community and the neighborhood with the owner having the responsibility of maintaining the tree.  

He stated the other scenario that may present more opportunities would be in the business district along Jackson Street and N. Lafayette.  He explained that since the by-pass going through town and loss of right-of-way areas, there had been a loss of trees, but there were possibly business and private owners willing to donate spots for tree planting.   He stated that this would be something that the City could do in cooperation with Macomb Beautiful in the sharing half the cost.  

Alderman Lobdell stated he commended the program but had some confusion over item 4 in the draft.  He stated that normally a tree planting program was thought to be a City funded program.  He asked what initiates the participation from the property owner from the cost standpoint. 
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Mr. Howe stated currently on city property in front of a residence the City covers the costs.   If it were private property; the City could possibly share the cost with the owner, and currently Macomb Beautiful had a source of funds and were willing to share costs with the City.  

Alderman Lobdell asked what if those funds ceased to exist and an owner impacted by a road project cannot afford the cost of a tree, what the recourse would be.  

Mr. Howe stated normally the City would offer to pay for half the cost, if not all costs. 

Alderman Lobdell stated his concerns were, limited resources and inability to plant everywhere we would want to now.  He stated that in item 4 of the draft it stated that in situations where the City removed a healthy tree from the right-of-way due to construction, the City would bear cost of replacement, which went against what was said earlier in that item.  

Mr. Howe stated there was a situation like that on N. Charles and Murray when redoing the sidewalks the trees were removed, those home owners wanted trees replaced, but the location was not ideal the City would replace bearing the cost.  

Alderman Lobdell stated that Mr. Howe mentioned retroactively N. Lafayette Street, and was he indicating if someone there wanted a tree, were we going back and bearing the cost.  

Mr. Howe stated that N. Lafayette was a long time ago and it would be up to Council.  

Alderman Lobdell stated that the problem there was that it was a State funded program and the cost would be on us, not saying he was opposed, but again funds were limited.  

Alderman Dorsett asked if it would ease things to make a municipal construction.

Alderman Lobdell stated it would make more sense in that it would be a part of the budget if there were a State impacting project. 

Alderman Dorsett asked were we accepting any requests or did we have a plan going forward.

Mr. Howe stated the priority would be if the City were to remove the tree as a result of a project, next would be when the request was made.  He stated in the business district, he himself approached owners and as a result, currently had three property owners that were interested.  

Alderman Koch asked if these would be a part of what the City already replaces during the year. 

Mr. Howe stated yes and it would be within the existing budget.  The money would be extended because it would be in cooperation with Macomb Beautiful.  

Alderman Hansen asked even with this draft there would be the same cap on spending, so no change in how much we spend on trees, just how we apply them and if Macomb Beautiful chips in we get to plant more trees.  

Mr. Howe stated, true.

Alderman Hinderliter asked what a tree costs today.
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Mr. Howe stated a 1 ½” good tree, approximately $90.  He stated that there had been discussion on growing our own and reducing costs down to $75.  He stated that a particular nursery offers discounts if purchased in quantities of 10’s and 20’s.  He stated that he was looking into having the trees contractually grown to save money.  

Alderman Moon asked how much was budgeted for tree planting.

Mr. Howe stated he thought $12 to $15 thousand with $6 to $7 thousand being on trees.  He stated that 75 trees was a good number to plant per year, any more than that was too difficult to maintain.  

Alderman Koch asked how the City would be impacted by the Emerald Ash Bore.

Mr. Howe stated that it was 50 miles from being here and the City tree population would be impacted which would increase costs in budget line item terms, should the City chose to replace, or they may chose to treat as well.  

Alderman Hinderliter asked if Mr. Howe had actively looked into the tree farm process.  Mr. Howe stated the City had the space; his concern was the time that it would take to maintain.  He stated that was why he was looking into contractually having them grown because of the time savings.  

Alderman Hill asked if it could be done contractually with WIU.  Mr. Howe stated they no longer have a nursery.  

Mayor Inman stated that the Council would like to see a revised draft and go from there.  

The tenth item of discussion was on the prioritizing of street projects.  CA Torreson stated that Public Works Committee, Public Works Director and the Mayor had worked extensively on prioritizing the projects at several previous meetings.  He stated that he wanted to point out that these were budget figures that they had been working with and some of the projects had not had engineer’s hard figures put to them yet.  

He stated that construction beginning in 2013 would consist of Carroll and Ward Streets and 2 culverts, totaling bond monies of $3,550,000.  East Street and Wigwam Hollow Bridge construction in 2014 totaling bond monies of $2,175,000.  Wigwam Hollow Road would begin in 2015 with bond monies totaling $1,775,000.  This completing the $7.5 million in bond monies within the three years.  

From the sales tax fund for 2013 there would be $250,000 for any unnamed projects.  In 2014 there would be $750,000 to do Adams Street and $250,000 for unnamed projects.  For 2015 there would be sales tax revenue of $725,000 for the downtown and $525,000 for unnamed projects.   He explained that starting in 2013 there would be monies transferred yearly into the downtown reconstruction project fund to begin in 2015.  

CA Torreson explained that beginning 2016 through 2018 there would be $500,000 put towards unnamed projects and beginning 2018 $1.5 million towards Wigwam Hollow Road reconstruction and lastly in 2019 $1 million placed towards unnamed projects.  He stated that the total of monies projected to be spent towards all improvements would total $14 million by the year 2020.  

Alderman Lobdell stated that the Square was central to Macomb’s identity and fast tracking, was to put the City in the best possible position to move forward with the project.  

Mayor Inman pointed out the next three pages of financial projections of Sales Tax Funds, Infrastructure Bond Funds, Downtown Revitalization Funds and the Sales Tax Cash Flow for FY13-14.
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Alderman Dorsett asked PW Director Bainter about the cost of the culverts and why they were frontloaded.  

PW Director Bainter stated that his opinion differed on that, and agreed that it had been talked about to wait on the culverts and do them as they were able to with City monies rather than bond monies, but his view on the culverts; they were bad and they need replaced.  He stated it looked bad on the City to allow them to be closed instead of being reactive to the issue.  

Alderman Dorsett asked if they were in eminent danger of being closed in the near future.

PW Director Bainter stated not eminent danger. 

Alderman Lobdell asked if they were talking Dudley and McArthur.  PW Director Bainter stated yes.

Mayor Inman stated they were hoping for the best on all bids for future projects and they hoped to come out close to projections, with a total of $14 million dollars projected to be spent on infrastructure improvements.

There was no other business.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to move into Executive Session to consider; e.) Pending or probable litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act., on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Hill, Gilbert, Koch, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn and Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and the adjourned into Executive Session at 6:03 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 6:26 p.m. 

    

__________________________________
Deputy City Clerk




  














