MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, JANUARY 28, 2013
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, January 28, 2013, at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present Kay Hill, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, and Don Wynn.  Aldermen Ryan Hansen and Dennis Moon were absent.  

Others present: Mayor Mike Inman, Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie and CDC Ed Basch.  City Treasurer Ron Ward was absent.

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on leasing the vacant one-room taxi office space in the Macomb Depot.
CA Torreson explained there were bids for the space submitted, they were asked to submit bids for a period of 3 years.  S&G Taxi Service submitted a bid for a total of $2850/ 3ys, and Royal Taxi submitted $2550/ 3yrs.  He stated as well as the income the Taxi service would be responsible for opening and closing the Depot when the travel agency was not open.  Alderman Hill moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to approve S&G Taxi Service’s bid and place on consent agenda for Monday night council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.

The second item of discussion was on the ordinance to amend Sections 17-75 and 17-76 of Chapter 17 Division 3 Nonconformities of the Macomb, Illinois Municipal Code.  This ordinance had first reading last Tuesday night.  There was no discussion.  Mayor Inman stated that it would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night council meeting.

The third item of discussion was on the submittal of an application for a National Historic District designation for the downtown area.  CDC Ed Basch explained the application would be voted upon whether or not to submit for National Historic District designation recognition.  Mr. Basch stated that if voted upon the current boundaries would slightly change in that the National Boundaries encompass a smaller area, as outlined on the map he had.  It differed on the northeast and northwest ends and went straight across Washington Street as the southern border.  

He stated that there would be some revisions in the application before it would go to Springfield, February 22, 2013.  He stated that besides being a marketing tool, this would open up possibilities of Federal Tax Credits for the commercial operators doing rehabilitation work on buildings.   He stated that the only difference with the federal guidelines would be some interior stipulations on certain buildings; otherwise the guidelines were the same as the local at present.  He stated that in the past as well as the future there were programs that provided monies to communities that were in Nationally Registered Districts.  He stated that this recommendation came from the Historic Preservation Commission.  

Mayor Inman asked if it was another layer of bureaucracy that owners would have to go through if requesting monies.  Mr. Basch stated that it was not, but if owners were to apply for Federal Tax Credits, they would have to comply with whatever the federal guidelines were, otherwise nothing changes.  

Alderman Dorsett moved to place on agenda for Monday night meeting with recommendation for approval.  

Alderman Hill asked for clarification concerning the Library and Post Office and one other building making application individually to be nationally designated if they wanted.  CDC Basch stated that was correct, the State Representative said those were candidates to individually apply for Federal Tax Credits.  
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Alderman Hill then asked about the City building.  CDC Basch explained it was not eligible because of the mostly new construction.  

Alderman Lobdell seconded the motion on the floor.

Alderman Hinderliter asked if the Post Office and Library applied later, on their own, would they not be included in this Historic Designated Zone.  CDC Basch stated no, they would be their own entity.  Alderman Hinderliter asked what the boundaries were locally.  CDC Basch stated that the Historic Preservation Committee would prefer that the National boundaries were the same as our local, but they were not.  Alderman Hinderliter stated that he did not understand the resistance.  CDC Basch stated because it would not be our local boundary, it would become a national designation, which was a smaller more concentrated boundary.  

Alderman Dorsett asked if the City of Macomb was unique in this situation, or were there other’s similar.
CDC Basch stated there were several other districts where the local boundaries were larger than the federal designated boundaries.  He stated that was what made the federal more meaningful and area specific.  

Alderman Koch asked if we did include the Library in this district would it compromise their expansion.  CDC Basch stated it was a possibility the State had mentioned; because of the demolition of the Homes Building not being in the National District, it would not be a big deal, in exchange for the Library being expanded.  

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to place on the agenda for Monday night council meeting with recommendation for approval, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.  

There was no other business.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to move into Executive Session to consider; b.) Collective Bargaining matters between the public body and its employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Open Meetings Act., on question being put, Aldermen Hill, Gilbert, Koch, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, and Wynn being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and the adjourned into Executive Session at 5:20 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 5:56 p.m. 

    

__________________________________
Deputy City Clerk




  














