MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, MARCH 25, 2013
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, March 25, 2013, at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present Kay Hill, Louis Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Don Wynn and Dennis Moon.  

Others present: Mayor Mike Inman, Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie.   Aldermen Ryan Hansen, Tom Koch and City Treasurer Ron Ward were absent.

Public comments:

Michael Quigley, 1535 W Jackson Apt. 8, was present in support of Steven Wailand for 2nd Ward Alderman and to ask the Council to verify the election results.  

Mayor Inman responded the following to Steven Wailand comments at the City Council meeting on March 18, 2013:

	“I would like to thank Mr. Wailand for bringing his concerns to the City. I assure you, the City is very sentsitive to the concerns Mr. Wailand has raised. We are committeed to working to address all concerns that are brought before the city, in a professional, fair and consistent manner.
	The City Clerk has informed me that there was no deviation, from past practice, in how the Election of Feb. 26, 2013 was conducted by her office. She further informed me the procedures and protocols that were utilized in the City’s election, on Feb. 26, 2013 are the same as, and consistent with, City election procedures and protocols that have been utilized by her office during her entire (30 year tenure in the City Clerk’s office.
	The City Attorney informed me, last Thursday, that both the City and the County have been contacted by legal representatives for Mr. Wailand. Since that correspondence was received, we do not want to impede any discussions that are occurring between Mr. Wailand’s legal representatives and the City and County, and we will await theoutcome of those discussions.”

The first item of discussion was on the installation of new traffic signals and pedestrian crossing lights throughout the city for the Illinois Department of Transportation Flashing Yellow Arrow program.  CA Torreson explained that the Mayor and PW Director Jason Bainter had applied for this particular grant and while it had not yet been approved, they believed it to be soon coming.  The total cost of the program would be approximately $441,000.00 with the City share being $35,484.00.  CA Torreson recommended that when the IDOT approval came and the Council voted to proceed with the program, the funds be taken from the Infrastructure Sales Tax Fund.  

Mr. Paul Grant from the DOT was present to speak on behalf of the program and explain the two part process of the upgrade.  He stated the first portion was the flashing yellow arrow, which was now implemented in several states, controlling the permissive portion of the left turning movement.  He stated the studies show a 30% reduction in left turn accidents.  The green arrow indicated a left turn movement, when this is preparing to time-out, a yellow flashing arrow will then appear.   

He stated the second portion was the reflector back plates.  He stated there were two intersections that would benefit from this system, Lafayette-University and Jackson-Dudley.  He stated the cost reflected implementing this at every intersection; however he did not feel that was necessary.  He stated that was the safety portion of the project.  
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He stated the second portion of the project was to replace all of the LED signals due to the age, installation in 2002, and the high cost of maintenance to change them out, requiring a private contractor to come from Peoria and they are looking bad due to paint coming off.  He stated the thought was to replace with new signal heads and with that; included countdown pedestrian timers.  He stated two mast arms at Jackson and Ward Streets would be replaced.  

Alderman Hinderliter asked if the new head replacement would solve issues of snow build up causing a lack of visibility.  Mr. Grant stated that it was rare that snow build up happens, and when it does he has to send out crews to physically remove the snow, but it would not solve the issue.  

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to move forward with the process, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for final action on Monday night Council.

The second item of discussion was on the ordinance to create a Class R plus SS liquor license for Larry A’s Pizza, Inc.  This had first reading on last Monday night Council.  There was no discussion and no

opposition.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action on Monday night Council.  

The third item of discussion was on an ordinance authorizing the sale of certain property (equipment) owned by the City.  This had first reading on last Monday night Council.  There was no discussion and no opposition.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action on Monday night Council.

The fourth item of discussion was on an ordinance to authorize issuance of a special use permit to establish a fraternity house in an R-4 Multiple Family Zoning District at 901 W Carroll Street.  This ordinance had first reading on last Monday night Council.  Mr. Michael Quigley, 1535 W Jackson Apt. 8 was present representing Pi Kappa Phi and spoke in favor of the fraternity asking the Council to reconsider, but respected the Council’s decision.  

Mr. Gil Belles 221 Columbia Street was present to read a letter from John & Mary Warnock asking the Council to deny the request.  After reading the letter to the Council, Mr. Belles stated his own concerns and opposition to the fraternity.  He stated that while the young men making application for the request consider themselves, “men of class”, he stated that the concern would be the people coming after them.

Mrs. Sally Egler 320 N Johnson Street was present to express her opposition to the fraternity and stated that the applicants did not seek out a fraternity friendly area which could come from WIU recommendation.  She stated that parking was an issue also.

Alderman Dorsett stated he had no intention of supporting a fraternity for the reasons that Mrs. Egler pointed out.  He also apologized to the temporary transient residents for sweeping generalized statements that were made.  

Alderman Hinderliter stated his opposition was based on the fraternity meeting only one of the 27 requirements set by the Planning Commission.  

Mayor Inman stated this would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action on Monday night Council.  

The fifth item of discussion was on the request from the McDonough County Board Chairman, Scott Schwerer to help with the funding of the repair of the Courthouse bell tower.  Mr. Schwerer was present to 
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explain the costs of the repair.  He stated that the cost had increased by $10,000.00 from the original estimate of two years ago; making the total cost now $105,000.00 of which a grant of $30,000.00 has been received.  He stated that a precedent had been set back in 1868 when the City made a $20,000.00 donation toward the building of the Courthouse.  He stated that the City has reaped benefits from that donation and felt they would reap benefits from this one as well.  The County was asking a $35,000.00 donation from the City.  

Alderman Hill recommended that it move forward but was not prepared to state an exact amount.  She felt discussion was necessary.  

Alderman Lobdell stated that he was willing but, it needed to start with a number and he did not know what that number was.  He stated that all of the Counties had a stake in the Courthouse and asked Mr. Schwerer if they had sought out funds from others as well.  He stated that $20,000.00 was appropriate to start and it could go up or down from there.  

Mr. Schwerer stated no on both questions.

Alderman Dorsett asked to confirm the $35,000.00 and stated he did not feel comfortable with that number.  He stated that if we gave $20,000.00 in the 1800’s we should be able to match that now.  

Alderman Moon moved to approve the original request of $35,000.00, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for final action on Monday night Council.

The sixth item of discussion was on the mosquito spraying program in the City.  Mr. Chris Adams of McDonough County Health Department was present to explain the purpose of mosquito spraying and education in the City.  He presented the Council with State wide tabulations on the West Nile Virus in Illinois and stated there were not numbers particular to only McDonough County.  He stated in 2012 we had the second most cases of West Nile Virus.  He stated the first line of defense was education to the public in not allowing any standing water on properties which become breeding sites.  

He stated the second was larviciding as a way of attack and in addition would be the fogging.  He stated he felt the City had a good system and that the fogging only was effective if the first two items were in practice.  He stated the Health Department trains (employees) at no cost to the City, larviciding detection.  

Alderman Lobdell asked the difference between the fogging and larviciding.  Mr. Adams stated that the fogging targets the adult mosquito while the larviciding attacks the breeding sites of larvae.  

Alderman Dorsett stated the two things he did not want to change were the education and the larviciding, but the spraying was the process in which he had reservation with.  He asked what the actual numbers for McDonough County were.

Mr. Adams stated that there were nine bird cases tested and returned negative from last year, but he could not recall beyond that.

Alderman Dorsett questioned the effectiveness and the cost of the spraying because of the overtime spent for the program.  He then asked if the employee’s were also trained on weed control as well.

PW Director Jason Bainter stated that not all employees were licensed in both but a majority was.
Stating that some prefer early morning operations for weed control, while others prefer evening operations for mosquito control.  
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He stated that as for the abatement program it works well and that there were specific routes set up, that it was not just done at random.  He also addressed the issue of hiring it done contractually, and stated that there were not any contractor’s in the near area that performed mosquito control.  The closest being Decatur, Illinois which would not be cost effective in comparison to paying employee overtime.  PW Director Bainter suggested cutting back the budget by $5,400.00 for the line item.   He explained that the $14,000.00 line item was not just for mosquito spraying, but included the weed control also.  

Alderman Lobdell asked if the larviciding was done by backpack.  PW Director Bainter explained that it was done by briquettes that were placed by walking up and down creek areas and catch basins where stagnant water was present.  

Alderman Hinderliter stated his problem with the mosquito spraying was that it had an MSDS sheet which states it’s poisonous.  

Mrs. Jane Scheik came forward to express her opposition for mosquito spraying.  

Mrs. Jamie Lane of 506 S Campbell came forward to express her reasons for opposing the mosquito spraying.  

Alderman Dorsett stated that the program began in 1998.

PW Director Bainter stated that he did not wish to see the program go away to the extent that the City were to sell all of the related equipment should there be a serious outbreak.  

Mayor Inman stated the reduction of $5,400.00 on the line item would be placed on the agenda for budgetary discussion.

The seventh item of discussion was on the proposed request for bids for janitorial services for certain City buildings.  CA Torreson outlined the request for bid packet that was presented to the Council for review.  He stated that Requests for Bids would be released April 2, 2013 with a return and opening date of April 25, 2013.  The current contract expires at the end of May 2013.  He stated that now included in the specifications were the new Transportation Facility.  

Alderman Lobdell asked if this was a part of the process in transitioning towards an in-house janitorial service. 

CA Torreson stated that it was not, because the Council had requested it to go out for bid first to see if there was an interest out there.  

The eighth item of discussion was on the employment contract with City Attorney Kristen Petrie.  CA Torreson stated that this was from a recommendation of the Personnel Committee as well as from the Mayor and himself to set the salary at $80,000.00 for the FY beginning May 1, 2013, with the an increase the following year by whatever COLA amount that would be approved by Council.  

He stated that the increase was based on three factors being: outside job offers, salary comparisons, and the deserving of a job well done by Ms. Petrie.  

Alderman Dorsett stated that Ms. Petrie does a fine job, however not in favor as the collective bargaining and staff talks just over with small increases and terms like layoff’s being used going forward, it would be too large an increase in one year.  
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Alderman Lobdell stated it was a good consideration but, one thing to counter that would be that Union member’s work a 40 hour work week along with most of the staff, and are paid over time when they make over time.  Ms. Petrie on the other hand is paid under contract to do the job, however many hours that make take.  

Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to approve the recommendation, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for final action on Monday night Council.  

The ninth item of discussion was on the bids received for the south water tower maintenance project.  PW Director Bainter explained that the bids that were opened on March 21, 2013 and were well over the Engineer’s estimated $450,000.00 cost, with the low bid being $576,900.00 and after discussion with Water Treatment Plant Manager Kent Cox, they felt it best to defer the project until next year. 

Alderman Lobdell asked if the money would be banked also.  PW Director Bainter stated yes.   

CA Torreson stated one idea was to put in a revolving loan application to the EPA for the full amount of the project, $1.5 million with 1.9% interest rate.  The application needs to be submitted by this month’s end.  The application is complete awaiting the signature of the Mayor.  He stated this would be added to the agenda for Public Works Committee meeting for Wednesday to discuss.  

Alderman Lobdell asked the term length of the loan.  CA Torreson stated up to 30 years.  

Mayor Inman stated the pre-application was not binding in any way.

Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to reject the bids received and proceed with the application, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for final action on Monday night meeting. 

The tenth item of discussion was on the FY 2013-2014 budget.  CA Torreson gave an explanation of replacement pages for the budget adjustments for proposed changes requested by Council.  He presented the projected revenue and expenditure balance sheets fund by fund.  He presented a fund sheet reflecting the past four years with adjustment for current FY 13-14.  There was also a line item break out for the City Treasurer who now has an office in City Hall.  In addition adjustments shall be made for the Courthouse bell tower $35,000.00 expenditure taken from MDDC, the <$5,400.00> line item reduction for pesticide spraying chemicals, deferred water tower project, and an expenditure for warranty on the membrane system of $5,000.00 per year.  

He stated once the last adjustments were made it would be presented for the ordinance at next Monday night Council.  

Alderman Dorsett gave explanation of accepting donations from larger corporations for fireworks.

There was no other business.

There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
  
__________________________________
Deputy City Clerk

