MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, APRIL 8, 2013
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, April 8, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Ryan Hansen, Kay Hill, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn.

Others present: Mayor Mike Inman, City Clerk Melanie Falk, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie. City Treasurer Ronald Ward was absent.

There were no public comments.

The first item was a public hearing for the City of Macomb’s fiscal year 2013 -2014 budget.

Mayor Inman opened the hearing at 5:07 p.m.

No one spoke was spoke for or opposing the budget.

Mayor Inman closed the hearing at 5:07 p.m.

Second item was discussion with the City of Colchester regarding the increasing of the City of Macomb water rates.

Mr. Jason Orris, City of Colchester Alderman, 839 Macomb Street, Colchester, read the following petition:

Re: WATER REATES CHARGED TO COLCHESTER

Dear Mayor Inman and the Macomb City Council:
When the City of Colchester and the City of Macomb entered into a water purchase agreement years ago, we were led to believe that increases would be periodic but not annual. The City of Macomb has increased the water rate charged to Colchester each year since 2006:

2003 agreement - $2.00 per 100 cubic feet
2006 - $2.21
2007 - $2.47
2008 - $2.84
2009 - $3.41
2010 - $4.09
2011 - $4.29
2012 - $4.51

As you can see, over the last 10 years, the rates charged to Colchester have more than doubled. Our residents, and those of nearby Tennessee, who purchase water from us, cannot afford ever-increasing water rates, especially those who are on a fixed income.
We read in the March 30 edition of The McDonough County Voice that, at its April meeting(s), the Macomb City Council will be asked to again approve an ordinance to increase its water rates by 3%.
On behalf of the residents of the City of Colchester, we urge you to forego an increase this year. If you feel that you must increase the rates charged to Macomb residents, then we urge you to limit the increase to those residents only and to not increase the water rates charged to water customers outside the city limits, including the City of Colchester.

City of Colchester
Danny L. Bice, Mayor
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Mr. Orris stated that they were basically asking for is the possibility for the City of Colchester and the City of Macomb to discuss the current contract and possibly reconsider some ways the rates are structured. The City of Colchester does maintain their 24 miles of water main. The City of Macomb’s responsibility ends at the pump house between Macomb and Colchester. From the pump house, it is Colchester and their Water Department that maintains the water mains along with the services that goes to the residents. They would like to look at possibly paying a rate based off of a bulk water rate. Colchester maintains their own administrative and they bill and collect from their residents. The City of Macomb sends one bill to the City of Colchester to pay. The City of Colchester reads and services their own meters and also replaces the meter that is read for the consumption to be billed to them.

Mr. Orris stated that these are some of the considerations the City of Colchester is asking the Macomb City Council to consider to possibly come to the table together and discuss.

Alderman Hansen asked Mr. Orris what the end cost to Colchester’s consumers is after the additional fees are charged.

Mr. Orris stated that his personal bill is no less than $75.00.

Alderman Lobdell stated that he does understand the distribution aspect and he believes that there is room to talk about it going forward. However, the City of Macomb is deep into its budget process and does not think it would be appropriate to make a change at this late hour. He does think having a conversation about this going forward is appropriate and we should consider it.

Mr. Orris stated they fully respect that, as they are deep into their budget also and are looking to just opening the door to see if something can be done for next year and going forward.

Alderman Dorsett stated that these were some points that he had not looked at over the years and thinks this should be sent to committee for review as we go forward for the next year. The one thing that needs to be stressed is that we have been forthright about the numbers that would be increasing. We thought we could get away with periodic adjustments and what was happening was we were receiving big period adjustments as opposed to easily digestible adjustments every year.

Mayor Inman asked Mr. Orris to convey to Mayor Bice that the door was open for discussion and he would be contacted on time to set up a meeting. He also stated that this would be assigned to a joint meeting with Public Works and General Government committees.

The third item was a discussion on an ordinance to provide for public transportation in Macomb and McDonough County.

The fourth item was discussion on a resolution to submit grant applications for Section 5311 and Downstate Operating Assistance funding for the public transportation program.

The fifth item was discussion on a resolution accepting the Special Warranty as part of the application for Section 5311 and DOAP funding for the public transportation program.

Gary Ziegler, Transportation Director, stated that Items 3, 4 and 5 are all related.

Gary stated he comes before them every year at this time with the ordinance and the two resolutions. They read about the same as they have for the last 15 years. Gary passed out the proposed FY 14 transportation budget. Their budget runs from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014.

The ordinance is similar to the one the County will be considering. This ordinance allows us to have public transportation in Macomb and McDonough County. This is a requirement of the Illinois Department of Transportation that this ordinance be passed on a yearly basis.
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The next item is a resolution which relates to the submittal of the grant applications which are due on April 22. We submit one application, which is a combined application for Section 5311 which are the federal funds and downstate operating assistance which are the state funds. This resolution give the Mayor the authority to sign the necessary paperwork to submit the application for funding and those are FY 14 funds.
Gary sated the last resolution has to do with the special warranty. This is required as part of the application. The resolution states that employees will be treated in a fair manner if they are to be terminated and that property notice will be given to those employees. It is to be a 60 notice requirement based on facts of layoffs due to lack of funding or some other reason. This a s the same as in the past years.

The budget is slightly more than last year by $63,000.00. The amount for the FY 14 operating assistance is $3,077,050.00. Overall, the budget is fairly similar to last year except there are no leases and utilities have been increased due to the new building.

The revenues that make up the $3,077,050.00 are fares, contracts, Section 5311, Downstate Operating Assistance, WIU student fees, various grants and advertising. They would like to start with some interior advertising on the buses.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to place the two resolutions on the consent agenda, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.

Sixth item was consideration to approve the installation of a new set of stairs for University Drive lift station. POWER TO ACT.

Public Works Director Jason Bainter stated whether we choose the powder-coated or the painted, it would be the same steel. As far as paint versus powder-coat, with the environment it is in, you will probably get 10 to 15 years out of the paint and possible 20 to 25 years out of the powder coat.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to accept the low bid from Bushnell Welding in the amount of $11,300.00, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Hill, Gilbert, Koch, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.

Item seven was discussion on setting the dates for the City of Macomb city wide cleanup.

City Administrator Dean Torreson stated that WIU graduation is on May 11, then the city wide cleanup starts the following Monday, may 13 and goes through Thursday, May 16 with a second pick up on Monday, May 20 for the northwest quadrant. Items can be placed at the curb for collection no earlier than 48 hours before your regular collection day.

It was the consensus to concur with the dates presented and place them on the council agenda for approval on April 15.

Eighth item for discussion was the funding for the Wigwam Hollow lift station replacement and Lamoine Village lift station abandonment.

City Administration Torreson stated that the funding for this project is all public funds and no private funds are involved. The City of Macomb is funding the entire project. The project would replace the Wigwam Hollow lift station just south of the bridge. The force main would not be replaced at this time but will be when Wigwam Hollow Road is upgraded. This project will be bid with alternates. The minimum that would be done this year is replacing the lift station itself and putting in a new gravity flow main underneath Wigwam Hollow Road. The bid package will include all alternatives. We have budgeted $350,000.00 for this project but we don’t know if we can fund the whole project with this amount. At the next City council meeting, there will be a construction engineering agreement along with authorization to seek bids on the 
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project for approval. However, bids would not be let until May due to some easements and permits we need to obtain. This will be placed on the April 15 agenda for approval.

The ninth item for discussion was a request for a special use permit to construct a commercial raid tower in a B-2 District at 1034 West Jackson Street.

Community Development Coordinator Basch stated this request was unanimously recommended by the Planning Commission last Wednesday. There is a vacant building at 1034 West Jackson and Prestige communications is interested in moving their operations there and to achieve better transmission clarity and distance, they would like to erect a 50’ tower and antenna. Our code requires any telecommunications tower located outside of an M-1 or M-2 zone can only do so by special use.

Alderman Lobdell stated there was a tower already in this neighborhood and didn’t see any issues with it.

Alderman Wynn wanted to know where their current tower was located.

Ron Utter, Engineer for Prestige Radio, stated it was located on the roof at their current location, 31 East Side Square. This tower did not require a permit at the time because it does not extend 10’ above the building it is attached to. The new 50’ tower will give them a better advantage on their signal spread. This tower is for the studio transmitter link. It will have low power transmitters that are aimed in different directions to their main transmitters, which are each located out in rural areas. The main transmitters will remain where they are currently located.

Alderman Dorsett stated it will be a much better location and will work out very well for them.

Jeff Jones, 1301 West Grant, state he owns the building at 1200 West Jackson and there is a cell tower behind his building. It also carries all the emergency transmission, all the pages for the fire department, police department and Emmet Chalmers. He just want to make sure this new 50’ tower will not affect the cell tower and when he asked Supreme Radio, they were not able to give him an answer.

Mayor Inman asked if there was any FCC oversight in locating the new low watt tower.

Engineer Ron Utter stated that there was. There is a study that has been commissioned with one of the regional engineers who does the ban spectrum studies for the Federal Communications Commission. There is a pattern you follow in filing for your license and relocating. The regional engineer is aware of every public utility tower and transmitter that is employed. He has checked through the frequencies but a full report is not complete yet. This report goes through the FCC before they receive a copy of it.

Mr. Jones was also concerned about the transmitting of it 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Mr. Utter stated that they were not going to be pointed towards the cell tower at all. All the transmissions from the 50’ tower are going to be aimed to the east and the south. Nothing will be aimed directly towards the cell tower.

This will be placed on the agenda for April 15.

Item ten was discussion on a request for a special use permit to convert a bed and breakfast establishment into a boarding house in a B-1 District at 538 North Randolph Street.

Community Development Coordinator Basch stated that Karl and Dorothee Gossel would like a new special use permit for a boarding house instead of a bed and breakfast. The three basic differences is that in a boarding house, the owner does not have to be on premise, a boarding house can be for any term of stay and a meal does not have to be provided. 

The Planning Commission unanimously approved the petition with one condition. The special use permit be tied with the Gossel’s ownership of the property.
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Alderman Hinderliter asked about the bed tax dollar requirement.

CDC Basch stated he believes boarding houses are still required to pay.

Dorothee Gossel, 538 North Randolph, stated that according to the City’s ordinance, if you have renters in your bed and breakfast or hotel longer than four weeks, they do not have to pay bed taxes. She will not charge these new renters bed tax.

This will be placed on the agenda for April 15.

The eleventh item was discussion on an ordinance to amend the city fee schedule to increase water rates by amending 24-3, increase sewer rates by amending 24-2 and to increase solid waste collection fees by amending 24-1 of the Municipal Code.

City Administrator Torreson stated the reason for the water and sewer increases is for capital improvement needs.

This will be placed on the agenda for April 15.

The last item was discussion on an ordinance to adopt a budget for the City of Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois for the fiscal year commencing May 1, 2013 and ending April 30, 2014.

There was no further discussion and this will be placed on the agenda for April 15.

Mayor Inman stated the tree inventory started today and the E-cycling event will be held on Saturday, April 20 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at Pella parking lot.

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn into Executive Session for collective bargaining matter between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(2) of the Open Meetings Act and the setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(6) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Hill, Gilbert, Koch, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Hansen being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:59 p.m.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn back into open session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 6:18 p.m.

There being no further business to come before the Committee, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourn at 6:18 p.m.







 ____________________________________
	Melanie Falk, City Clerk


