MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, APRIL 29, 2013
5:10 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, April 29, 2013 at 5:10 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Kay Hill, Louis Gilbert, Tom Koch, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Mayor Mike Inman, Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie. Alderman Ryan Hansen and City Treasurer Ronald Ward were absent.

There were no public comments.

Open Public Hearing at 5:11 p.m.

Mayor Inman opened the Public Hearing at 5:11 p.m. to consider the approval and adoption of an ordinance authorizing the exchange between the City of Macomb and Ameren Illinois Company (formerly CIPS, Company) of certain real estate parcels located in the Macomb Industrial Park 1st Addition to the City of Macomb located in the Northwest Quarter (NW1/4) of Section Thirty-Two (32), Township Six (6) North, Range Two (2) West of McDonough County, Illinois.  This is to exchange a 4 acre parcel of property that Ameren currently owns, for a 5.1 acre parcel the City owns, to facilitate an Economic Development Project.  

There was no opposition from the public, or the Council.  The Mayor closed the Public Hearing at 5:12 p.m.

The second item of discussion was on the request from Dr. David Culver for an extension of work period for façade work at 222 South Randolph Street.  CDC Basch was present to read a letter of extension received from Dr. Culver with explanation that because of in climate weather, his restoration work had been delayed.  CDC Basch stated that the expiration date would be May 2, 2013 (240 days) for completion of work.   He explained there was a 90 day extension in place but Dr. Culver was requesting 120 days.  

Alderman Dorsett stated that since the 90 extension was already built in; would it be best to authorize the 90 day extension and then go from there because he did not want to waive what they already had in place.  He stated that he did not have any problems with the request for an extension.  

CDC Basch stated the Council has authority to go more or less if they wished, but 90 days was the standard.  There was no further discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda at Monday night council for final action and any further discussion. 

The third item of discussion was on bids received for janitorial services for various City buildings.  CA Torreson stated that the City had received two bids; one from Partners N’ Grime, $3295.00/Mo $39,540/Yr and Bridgeway, $7206.83/Mo the first year, $7567.17/Mo the second year and $7945.53/Mo for the third year, they also submitted a prevailing wage bid at $23,425.70/Mo the first year, $24,596.99/Mo the second year and $25,826.83/Mo the third year.  The bids were for cleaning at City Hall, Police/911 Center and Public Works Offices.  Partners N’ Grime bid $995/Mo for the Transit Center Offices.  CA Torreson stated that the bid received by Partners N’ Grime was only $15/Mo higher than their current contract prices for cleaning. 

CA Torreson also stated he had put together an in-house janitorial plan.  He stated that the plan would place Dale Firof, City Building Inspector to supervise a part-time work crew of four people to clean.  The hours allowed for each worker would not exceed 999 hours per year.  Roughly 4000 hours of working time breaks down to almost 11 hours per day over a period of a year. 
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He stated that currently City Hall, Transit Facility, and the Public Works Offices were only cleaned 5 days a week, Police/911 Center every day.  He also presented a spread sheet with projected costs for the in-house cleaning.  The Building Inspector would receive a $500 Base Salary increase, Fringe Benefits $147, four regular part-time workers at $10.69/Hr x 999/Hrs equaling $10,679 and Fringe Benefits of $1,495.  Totaling $49,343.00 cost to the City with 30% shared from Transit Facility ($14,802).  

City Attorney Petrie stated that the City should consider with an in-house custodial plan the City would be taking on the responsibility of supervision, salaries, fringe benefits etc. and that with the Partners N’ Grime the City would not have that responsibility.

Alderman Dorsett asked how difficult it may be to get out of an in-house; should they go down that road and then decide they did not like it.

City Attorney Petrie stated it would have to be done technically through lay-offs, and with that it does carry with it certain vulnerability.  

Alderman Moon stated he would be in support of the low bidder rather than the in-house plan.

Alderman Hinderliter asked if the 30% share from the Transit Facility applied to the $995/Mo bid from Partners N’ Grime.

CA Torreson stated that that was correct; the amount that would be paid from Transit Facility for cleaning would be the $995/Mo.  

Alderman Hinderliter asked if Bridgeway was in fact subject to paying prevailing wage.

CA Torreson stated that they believed that they were in fact subject to it.

Alderman Hill asked if there were any time specific language in the contract for cleaning the facilities.

CA Torreson stated no.

Alderman Hill asked, should there be, because of the complaints of the quality of work being done.

Alderman Lobdell remarked that it was discussed in personnel committee and it had been an ongoing issue.  He stated that for the scope of work we want done, the City simply can’t afford to pay.

There was no further discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for final action at Monday night meeting. 

The forth item of discussion was on amending the ceiling height requirements for basement apartments.
CDC Basch explained the discrepancy between the Property Maintenance Code and the Fire Code.  He stated that years ago the Property Maintenance Code was amended by Council to lower the permissible ceiling height for rentable basement bedrooms.  He stated the ceiling height was lowered from standard of 7’ to 6’4”.  He stated that his department and the Fire Department were not comfortable with the 6’4” height.  

A more serious problem comes into play when looking at the Fire Code which is the standard used for life safety issues.  The Fire Code stated “basements with ceiling heights of less than 80” shall not be required to have emergency escape and rescue openings.  He stated that they believed it was only worded that way because of being written under the assumption that nothing with a ceiling height less than 7” could be used for a bedroom.
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He stated that when the Council amended the Property Maintenance Code they inadvertently created a situation whereby someone could argue that an apartment could be rented in a basement with less than 80” of ceiling height without the presence of an emergency exit.

He stated another issue discovered was Property Maintenance Code required that each bedroom have access to at least one toilet and sink without passing through another bedroom had been deleted.  This was not a good situation for a rental.  He stated they were requesting this be reinstated as well.  

He stated that City Attorney Petrie had found that there were references to the Property Maintenance Code in two separate places within the City Code; Chapters 7 and 13.  Chapter 7 dealing with Buildings and Building Regulations was the proper area and Chapter 13 pertains to rental housing.    CDC Basch stated there was no reason to duplicate.  

He stated in summary what he was requesting was: Section 7-402 “Additions, Insertions, Deletions and Changes” have the following references thereto deleted. Section 404.3 (both provisions) and Section 404.4.3; and 2, that Section 13-21 and 13-22 of the Municipal Code be deleted.   

He stated that any basement apartment established under the current 6’4” would be “grandfathered” in, however we do require egress.  He stated going forward standard would be 7’ with the three exceptions as included in the code.  

Alderman Moon asked if there were any concerns about ceiling heights in converted attics.

Yes, there were instances where ceilings would be too low.  

Alderman Moon asked for clarification that the existing basement apartments would be “grandfathered” in.  

CDC Basch stated yes.  

Alderman Moon stated he had concerns about “grandfathering” public safety issues; he would rather a date be set to meet code.  

CDC Basch stated they do not “grandfather” the egress code.  

Alderman Moon stated there would be no need to “grandfather” any.

CDC Basch stated that there were those out there that had been in existence for years and if they have adequate window or door access to the exterior, that’s not the worst thing.  He stated there was no one that they knew of that did not have egress.

There was no further discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for final action at Monday night meeting. 

The fifth item of discussion was on a petition from Chris Trotter to vacate part of the North McArthur Street Right-of-Way.  Mr. Chad Hunziker, 305 E. Grant was present to answer questions of the Council.  Mr. Hunziker explained they wanted to extend the storm drain 680’, fill in the ravine and make the land more developable for the future.  

Alderman Moon asked what sort of fill dirt they planned on using.

Mr. Hunziker stated the dirt that was already there; and if any other was needed it would not be anything that would not be recommended.  

Alderman Moon stated he just did not want to see them use broken concrete or asphalt materials.
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There was no further discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for final action at Monday night meeting.  

The sixth item of discussion was on establishing parking spaces in the 100 block of East Washington Street.  CA Torreson explained that on recommendation of the Public Safety Committee the parking areas adjacent to the Post Office become 20 minutes, as well as the three on the south side of Washington next to the Post Office become 20 minutes.  

He explained that in addition to the parking limit extensions that there be an additional three parking spots located on E. Washington next to the Citizens Bank “Dolphin Park” area from the intersection to the entrance of Citizens Bank parking lot.  This is the area in which postal mail boxes were removed, allowing the additional parking.  

Mayor Inman stated the amended ordinance would be placed on agenda for first reading at Monday night meeting.  

There was no further business.

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn into Executive Session for (b) Collective Bargaining matters between the public body and its employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act and (c) The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, pursuant to Sec.2(c)(5) of the Open Meetings Act., on question being put, Aldermen Hill, Gilbert, Koch, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon, Dorsett being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:45 p.m.

Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn back into open session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 6:20 p.m.

There being no further business to come before the Committee, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourn at 6:20 p.m.







 ____________________________________
	Renee Lotz, Deputy City Clerk




