MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, JULY 22, 2013
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, July 22, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Pro-Tem Clay Hinderliter called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Ryan Hansen, Steve Wailand, Louis Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Tom Koch, Donald Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie and CDC Ed Basch.   Mayor Inman and City Treasurer Ronald Ward were absent.  

The first item of discussion was on the façade grant application for renovation and repair at Louie’s Diner located at 118 South Lafayette Street.  CDC Basch explained that Mr. Elias was planning to improve the upper windows, work on the north side of the building, paint the archway, replace a door and repaint.  Mr. Basch stated his cost was estimated at around $30,000.00 and the City’s cap on that would be $20,000.00.  Mr. Basch also stated that the matter had been presented to the Historical Preservation Committee and was recommended to proceed.  There was no discussion and no opposition.  This would be placed on agenda for the August 5, 2013 Council meeting for final action.

The second item of discussion was on the façade grant application from Michael’s Hair Design located at 22 West Side Square.  CDC Basch explained that the plans were to repair the north wall above their and the neighboring building as well as retile floors, walls and entry way.  He stated the estimated cost was $14,071.00 and the City cap was $9,371.00.  He stated that there were two bids for the brick work and the City recommended the lower bid, but the owner’s may want to go with the higher bid.  He stated they would pay for the extra cost.  There was no discussion and no opposition.  This would be placed on agenda for the August 5, 2013 Council meeting for final action.

Alderman Dorsett stated that anyone possibly considering applying for façade grants, that the numbers were adding up and he would encourage them to do so.  

The third item of discussion was on the ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to establish a lodging house in a B-2 General Business Zoning District at 1400 N Lafayette Street.  CDC Basch had Mr. Morris connected by phone to speak on behalf of the project and to answer any questions the Council had.  Mr. Basch stated that there were written rebuttals by Mr. Morris as result of the Planning Commission meeting as well as the opposition letters received.  

Mr. Morris explained that the target market was on the WIU student that would be looking to live off campus for a minimal cost.  He felt it was a positive project for the community and that there was a need for this nature of housing.  He did address several of the concerns that were brought up by the Planning Commission about additional student housing in the area.  

Alderman Moon asked CDC Basch if the City required any kind of a business plan in the application process.  Mr. Basch stated no.

Alderman Moon asked what type of dining would be established and what the time frame was for operation of it.  Mr. Morris did not give a direct definitive on either question.  He did state it was a full facility kitchen and it would depend on what someone else’s use was.  Mr. Morris inferred that he himself wouldn’t be opening or operating the kitchen.  He stated they would not pigeon hole a specific type, just something that catered to morning, noon and evening dining.  He stated the dining portion would be if not free, highly subsidized until it was established.  

Alderman Moon then asked would they anticipate application for liquor and when would rooms be available to rent.
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Mr. Morris stated they would not be applying for a liquor license and that it would be to the discretion of the person running the restaurant.  He stated as for the room availability, next spring would be a target but that would all depend on how quickly they could get started.  His hope would be to have ¼ to 1/3 of the rooms ready.  He stated the greater share by fall of next year.  

Alderman Dorsett asked if the building currently had a sprinkler system.  CDC Basch stated no.  

Mr. Morris stated because the rooms were opened from directly outside that he did not think there would be the need for a sprinkler system.  He stated that he would have to be instructed on the necessity and then it would have to be included in their budget if it were.  He stated they were willing to do whatever necessary to stay within the confines of regulations and code.  

Alderman Dorsett asked Mr. Basch if it were required.  Mr. Basch stated to his knowledge it should be but they would need to ask the City Inspector Code Enforcer and Fire Chief Taylor for that information.  

Mr. Elias of Knoxville, Illinois asked if the property had in fact been sold because he was trying to purchase it for himself.  He stated that he had a restaurant at the location in 2000.  

Mayor Pro-Tem Hinderliter explained it was a proposed purchase at this time contingent upon being allowed by the City to operate.  

Ms. Deborah Sherrett, 309 E. Franklin Street spoke in objection to having additional student housing in Macomb. 

Mr. Patel, 1414 W. Jackson Street spoke also in objection to having cheap housing, feeling that it allows illegal activity to operate for long periods of time.  

Mayor Pro-Tem Hinderliter stated it would be on agenda for second reading and final action at August 5, 2013 Council meeting.

The fourth item of discussion was on the ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to establish an auto repair facility use in a B-2 General Business Zoning District at 622 E. Jackson Street.  Mr. Basch stated that the Tillit’s request had been passed 7 to 1 at the Planning Commission to recommend with conditions agreed upon by Mr. Tillit.  

Alderman Dorsett asked what kind of ventilation system would be in place.

Mr. Tillit explained that the ventilation would be strictly regulated by OSHA and they would be in compliance to the fullest.  

Alderman Koch asked about noise control being contained within the building.

Mr. Tillit explained that they insulate and box the compressors used by the shop to muffle the sound.

Alderman Gilbert spoke in favor of the business.  

The item would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at August 5, 2013 Council meeting.

The fifth item of discussion was on the ordinance to amend Appendix A Use Matrix to allow mini-warehousing to B-2 Zoning District Special Uses.  CDC Basch explained the amendment.  There was no discussion and no opposition.  

The sixth item of discussion was on the ordinance to amend Chapter 6 Animals of the Municipal Code of the City of Macomb.  Mayor Pro-Tem Hinderliter explained that the ordinance was recommended by the
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Public Safety Committee and that City Attorney Petrie had done a very good job on the ordinance even though it seemed lengthy it was thorough.  

Alderman Koch explained that the ordinance was not breed specific just behavior specific.

There was no discussion and no opposition.  This would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action at the August 5, 2013 Council meeting.  

The seventh item of discussion was on a proposed ordinance to amend the Vegetation Code, Chapter 21 of the Municipal Code for the City of Macomb regarding interference with city personnel.  There was no discussion and no opposition.  This would be placed on agenda for first reading at the August 5, 2013 Council meeting.  

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn into Executive Session for a.) Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act., on question being put, Alderman Hansen, Wailand, Gilbert, Dorsett, Hinderliter, Koch, Wynn and Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Pro-Tem Hinderliter declared the motion carried and they adjourned into Executive Session at 5:45 p.m. 

There being no further business to come before the Committee, Alderman Koch moved, seconded by Alderman Wailand to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourn at 5:59 p.m.



 ____________________________________
	Renee Lotz, Deputy City Clerk




