MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2013
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, August 12, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mike Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present:  Ryan Hansen, Steve Wailand, Louis Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Tom Koch and Donald Wynn.

Others present: Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson and CDC Ed Basch.  Alderman Dennis Moon, City Attorney Kristen Petrie and City Treasurer Ronald Ward were absent.  


Public comment by Jerry Allen, 702 E. Pierce St. of Macomb.  His comment to the Council was concerning how they were given authority to establish the recent ordinance on amending the vegetation code concerning interference of personnel; he did not like someone telling him to cut his grass.  He also addressed the City’s practice of collective bargaining; stating he had some things to say about that and asked what was the best way to address it.  

The first item of discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to establish a residential use in a B-2 General Business Zoning District at 215 W. Washington Street.  This ordinance had first reading last Monday night.  There were special conditions attached to the ordinance draft.   

CDC Basch stated that the ordinance had been revised according to the comments made by Alderman Moon at the first reading last Monday night.  He stated the condition was placed back on the ordinance, which was the five unrelated persons be allowed in the unit.  He stated the Commission had no recommendation either for or against.  He stated the language was in line with what the Commission acted upon.  

Alderman Dorsett asked if an amendment would need to be done before a second reading.   

CDC Basch stated yes he believed that was so, that it would take an amendment to place back in and then it would be voted on.  He stated that it should be noted that the applicant was no longer requesting the special condition.  

Mayor Inman stated it would be amended and placed on agenda for vote and second reading at Monday night meeting.

The second item of discussion was on the renumbering of the adult entertainment establishment regulations.  This ordinance had first reading last Monday night.  The Mayor stated that this was simply a housekeeping measure as the printer discovered that there was duplication of numbering. There was no opposition or discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for Monday night meeting.  

The third item of discussion was on the possibility of moving the Downtown Development Corporation back to the City of Macomb.  Alderman Dorsett asked for this to be placed on agenda for open discussion.  There was a budgetary item in the packet and Alderman Dorsett passed out an additional handout stating his argument in favor of.  

Alderman Dorsett stated that this did not reflect upon the jobs of those currently in those positions; however he did not believe that the two organizations should ever be combined.  He stated that he believed in having more City input for the economic development of the City than was currently.  He stated that there was a fault with the setup, as it was in previous incarnation of MDDC, was that location alone many businesses belong to the downtown.  He stated that unlike the original MDDC, MAEDCO, MACVB, WIRC and the Public Building Commission there was no direct city input.  He stated that there was no direct liaison with Downtown Development Corporation.   
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He stated that long term he believed this to be something that needed to be a part of the City.  He stated he did not believe in privatizing our economic development.  

Alderman Koch stated the Downtown Development Corporation was ultimately responsible to the City and he had concern about placing it directly under the City Council because of any bias.  He stated he would rather leave it alone.  

Alderman Hinderliter stated he was happy with the way things were and could not see any compelling reason to change it.  

Alderman Gilbert stated that he understood that there was no funding for it and that was why it was taken out of house.  He stated if it wasn’t broke, don’t fix it.  

Alderman Dorsett stated that if an Alderman with an axe to grind would be a problem then should they pull out from all the others as well.  Where did they see this happening?  

Alderman Koch stated that they were ultimately responsible to the City.  

Alderman Hinderliter recited the budgetary breakdown of expenses paid out to the Chamber/Downtown from the City stating that he felt the City was getting their monies worth.  

Alderman Dorsett stated it was not brought forth as a money saving situation.  He stated if changes were to be made dollars would not disappear they would just be redistributed.  He believed the best support would be having the workforce placed under the Community Development.  

Mayor Inman stated that there was not any positive response from the department for that.  He stated that he understood there was a liaison for the City.  Mayor Inman stated that this would be recommended to the Community Development Committee for further discussion.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes,  Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 5:23 p.m.




 ____________________________________
	Renee Lotz, Deputy City Clerk




