MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2013
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, September 23, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mike Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present:  Ryan Hansen, Steve Wailand, Louis Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie and CDC Ed Basch.   Alderman Tom Koch and City Treasurer Ronald Ward were absent. 

There was no public comment.

The first item of discussion was on the bids received for the Lamoine Village Lift Station abandonment.  PW Director Jason Bainter was there to report on the low bid from D&L Excavation for Bid Alt. #1 $380,238.45.  He stated that all bids were over the engineer’s estimate and the budget.  He stated that he and CA Torreson would like to proceed with the project because it needed to be done before Wigwam Hollow Bridge project and they felt the sewer budget could handle the overage.  

Alderman Dorsett asked for a breakout of the base bid and the two alternates.

PW Director Bainter explained the base bid was for lift station piping from across Wigwam Hollow Rd, North across Lamoine River, all the way behind Lamoine Village.  The Alternate #1 was for lift station piping to cross over the river.  Alternate #2 lift station piping to get across the road.  

Alderman Moon asked if something should happen to the lift station now, would we not have to look for temporary power to keep it in operation.

PW Director Bainter stated that was correct, it would be the base bid work that would need done if the lift station were to go down.

CA Torreson stated that the capital improvement budget was $525,000 set aside for the head works project and the engineer’s estimate was quite lower, which would cover the $30,000 deficit for this project, but to go further he was not sure they could handle another $100,000 of spending.  

Alderman Moon asked if the lift station that the city uses should fail, did they have a figure on costs to keep it running.  

PW Director Bainter stated no he did not, but just to run the lift station would take $9 to $10,000/per year.  

Alderman Moon stated if there were other capital improvement projects within the sewer budget that could be deferred in order to do this project.  

CA Torreson stated that what he stated before was in reference to the budget, there was a healthy balance and if there was desire to do the entire $123,000 base bid he thought that was doable.  

Alderman Moon asked if this could be referred back to the committee to discuss further, whether to do the entire project or the base bid.  

PW Director Bainter stated that the head works project would be bidding on the 2nd of October, if they waited until then they would have a solid idea of what they had. He stated that would be within the 30 day period for awarding the bid for the lift station.  

Mayor Inman stated it would be sent back to committee for further discussion with a recommendation to be placed before full council for final action at October  council meeting.  
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The second item of discussion was on the engineering design contract with McClure Engineering in the amount of $19,900 for Compton Park water main replacement.  CA Torreson stated this had not yet been on a council agenda, but the number of main breaks in the area the last two years has given cause.  He stated because of the high income area there would never be opportunity for grant monies.  He stated that there were monies set aside for the water tower painting project out of cash flow over a 2 year period.  He stated that now they have decided to borrow the monies from EPA over a period of time.  He stated that freed up monies to be spent on the Compton Park water main and pay for it ourselves. 

PW Bainter explained the agreement with McClure’s was for $19,950 which included the design and bid documents only.  The idea was to design it, then tailor it to what monies they had coming at the end of the year.  

Alderman Dorsett asked why they were single sourcing this project.

PW Director Bainter stated it was from an RFQ done two years ago and McClure’s were chosen.  

Alderman Dorsett asked at what point was there a cut off for that.

CA Torreson stated he did not have an answer for that, but felt it was a judgment call for council.  

Alderman Moon stated he did understand the attitude about the single source, but City Staff had been more than happy with the work done by McClure on water mains.  

Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for final action at next October council meeting.  

The third item of discussion was on an ordinance to adopt Title 41, Part 235 of the Illinois Register by the City of Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois (Pyrotechnics).  This had first reading at last Monday night Council.  Assistant Fire Chief JR Hyde was present to explain the ordinance.  He stated that this was a State guideline.

Alderman Wynn asked who this protected.

Mayor Inman stated the citizens’ by regulating the sale and display of fireworks.  The adoption would allow the local fire department to enforce, where the State Fire Marshall cannot.  

J.R. stated it made it enforceable with better guidelines.  He stated that it was the State requirement and the City of Macomb could not be lesser than, but could be more stringent.  

Mr. Bob McCullough of 306 Meadow Drive, was present in opposition and addressed the council with his concern for enforcement of the ordinance should it pass.  He explained the State requirements adopted for fireworks code in length.   He stated he had no problem with it as long as it was to be enforced.  He stated that if it was passed no one in Macomb would be able to sell or set off any fireworks of any kind according to State Code.  

There was much discussion on the new State requirements for pyrotechnics.

Alderman Dorsett asked legal council if the City could not have a lesser stringent law than what was on the books.  

City Attorney Petrie stated that was correct, this was already State law and the reason they would adopt this portion was because of issues and concerns with sales of pyrotechnics that were outside the scope of what was allowed and because this was not adopted the Fire Chief was not able to enforce. 

The consensus was to send back to committee for further explanation and discussion from Chief Taylor.  Council was unsure of their options for or against adoption of the ordinance.  Alderman Hinderliter moved, 
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seconded by Alderman Wynn to defer back to committee for further review, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.   

The fourth item of discussion was on the ordinance to authorize the rezoning of 13.5 acres of property located south east of MDH Campus from an R-1 Residential District to an O/I Office/Institutional District.  CDC Ed Basch explained the need for rezoning was because of the relocation of the helipad and for future expansion of the 13.5 acres which was now a field.  He referred to a map of the location.  He stated that the Planning Commission had voted unanimously in favor of the rezoning.  

Alderman Dorsett asked what was the current zoning surrounding the MDH campus.  

CDC Basch stated that MDH was still R-4 at this time with R-1 and R-2 off to the east, west and north west where there was residential neighborhoods.  He also explained a rezoning of property owned by LeRoy Brown where the Planning Commission was concerned about residential property bordering O/I Office Institutional and adopted special buffering requirements.  

Alderman Dorsett asked if adherence to the Comprehensive Plan was a negative.

CDC Basch stated the Comprehensive Plan showed that as a Residential, at the time of adoption, and no one thought of looking ahead to that being the only place the hospital could expand, that being the reason for the negative mark.   

Mr. Max Kreps of 1207 S. Madison Street was present to speak against the helipad relocation.  He asked if it passed, would the hospital be bound to the location chosen.  

CDC Basch stated no.  

He requested that the helipad not be moved closer to the houses located on S. Madison Street.  He also stated that there were already drainage problems in the Verzel Drive area and his concern was for the drain off of water from the relocation of the helipad.  

John Jessen from MDH was present to explain the helipad relocation would be temporary-permanent with long range goal being a three story addition with the helipad on top.  He stated the helipad must be relocated because of expansion of a parking lot.  He stated that the cost of the three story helipad was an issue until the time the monies could be raised.  He stated that the ground level relocation of the helipad would also remain so that there would be two operable pads.  

He stated there was no drainage, but there was a proposed retention pond north of the site.  

Doug from Benton & Associates stated that there would be a retention area around three sides of the helipad to be released onto Grant Street.  He stated as far as the relocation and rezoning of the helipad, the issue came up when the IDOT Aeronautics application was made.  He stated that IDOT had viewed the site and they had no issues with the site. He stated he saw no reason at all that it would ever be moved to the west.  

John Jessen stated he hated to say “never”, but it has gone this far and did not foresee any reason for it moving.  

Mayor Inman stated he had trust and assurance in Mr. Jessen and his boss that they would do as stated and would be around for a long time should there be any fallout from any obligations not met.  

Mr. Jim Scott of 1119 S. Madison Street was present to speak against because of drainage problems already present.  He brought pictures from past flooding issues and stated the last flooding was just as bad.  
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He stated they were only concerned about where the drainage would be routed to.

Mayor Inman stated that all drainage would be routed to the north towards Grant Street.

Alderman Hinderliter asked how far south the pad was from the property line.

Doug of Benton & Associates stated he did know for sure without looking at his file, which he did not have.  

Alderman Hinderliter commented on the current location of the helipad and explained his own experience from being in the service and stated that IDOT would most likely have a problem with a helipad on top of a building for Macomb’s application. 

Doug also stated that the warning siren would not need to be relocated.  

The fifth item of discussion was on the ordinance amending Section 17-458 of the Municipal Code concerning the installation of sidewalks fronting new or in-fill development.  CDC Basch stated that the City’s sidewalk requirements were fine as they were, however there were cases in which doing as the code stated, sometimes was not logical placement or best use of funds from the developer.  He stated that this would allow some flexible language for the council to choose alternate arrangements on a case by case basis.  

Mayor Inman stated this would be placed on agenda for final action at the October council meeting.  

The sixth item of discussion was on the re-plat of Block A of the Grand Prairie Subdivision.  CDC Basch stated that the re-plat was for duplex building in lieu of the prior fourplex, because Laverdiere had stated it was easier to sell duplex units rather than the fourplex.  He stated this was just pushing lot lines around.  

City Attorney Petrie stated this would be on the agenda for the Special Meeting on the 30th but there would be no consent agenda for the Special Meeting.     

CDC Basch stated that through no one’s fault but because there was a lack of a quorum at the last Planning Commission meeting this was being pushed through because of a loss of time delay.  

Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for the Special Meeting on the 30th at 5:00 p.m.

There was no other new business.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Wailand moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes,  Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 6:00 p.m.




 ____________________________________
	Renee Lotz, Deputy City Clerk




