MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2013
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, October 28, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mike Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present:  Ryan Hansen, Steve Wailand, Louis Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Tom Koch, Donald Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Deputy City Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie and CDC Ed Basch.   City Treasurer Ronald Ward was absent. 

Alderman Steve Wailand read a Student Legislation Resolution, “Release of Funds for the Performing Arts Act” to the Council on behalf of WIU Student Government.  

The first and second items were discussed together.  The façade grant applications for Triune Enterprise-Combs Apartments and Michael’s Hair Design.  CDC Basch explained that the projects had both gone over the original quotes or estimates received by the contractor’s.  He stated that it was due to the fact that in both places the mortar and bricks were more deteriorated than they thought.  He stated that the Combs Apartment project was complete and Mr. Micah Hester was requesting an additional 66.6% of the cost overrun to the reimbursement.  

He stated that Michael’s Hair Design was in a similar situation.  Ms. Tina Mahoney of Michael’s Hair Design was present to explain that her desire was to have Young Masonry do the work, but the City declined because they were the higher bid.  She stated that the present contractor discovered upon further inspection of the brick that it was in fact way worse than he had thought once he got into the project.  She stated this was the reason for her request.  

Alderman Koch stated that one of his fears was that contractor’s would bid low in hopes that they could incur change orders to make more money than quoted.  

There was much discussion on the budgeting, carry over’s, obligations, payments and capping of the façade grant monies and overages.

Alderman Moon stated he was in agreement with the requests of the owner’s of the two projects; however he recommended that moving forward these issues needed addressed in further discussion at a Committee of the Whole meeting.  All Aldermen were in agreement.

Mr. Micah Hester of Triune Enterprise addressed the Council stating that because of the deterioration of the brick and mortar it was hard to estimate but felt it was below the 10% industry standard and that was good.  He stated he understood the Council’s concerns and would in the future take that into account for any future requests. 

Alderman Dorsett asked CDC Basch if there were any requests coming forth for the current fiscal year.

CDC Basch stated possibly two that had been around for months.

There was much discussion on the budget amounts, current payouts and carry over’s.

CA Torreson stated that a separate Downtown Fund had been established for carry over’s.

Alderman Dorsett stated he supported the two claims, but moving forward a protocol must be established as Alderman Moon stated.  

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to approve and place on Consent Agenda for Monday night Council, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Inman declared the motion carried with the caveat that it was procedurally correct.  
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Mayor Inman stated that this would be placed on future Committee of the Whole agenda for further discussion. 

The third item of discussion was on the Macomb Depot lease agreement with Margaret Roberts.  CA Torreson stated that a vote by ordinance at Monday night Council for approval of the lease would take place and asked the Council to consider waiving the second reading to expedite the process.  He stated that this would allow the tenant to plan for moving forward with certain.  He stated that he would like to move the new business in as quickly as the old business was out, which was November 11, 2013.  He stated he would like time to spruce it up a bit before the December 1, 2013 startup date for the new lease, as well as insure the Amtrak Ticket sales would be served.  

There was no discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for first reading at Monday night meeting.  

The fourth item of discussion was on new carpet quotes for the Macomb Depot.  CA Torreson stated there were two quotes received; Hollister’s for $5213 and Savemore Carpet for $4825.   He stated that the carpet was in need of replacing and that this was not in the budget and would have to come from the General Fund.  

There was no discussion and Mayor Inman stated that it would be placed on agenda for final action at Monday night meeting.  

The fifth item of discussion was on the appointment of a Hearing Officer for the dangerous and vicious dog ordinance.  City Attorney Petrie stated that her recommendation for the appointment be Nigel Graham of the Law Office of Lucie, Scalf & Graham.  She stated that Mr. Graham had been contracted by the City to act as Administrative Hearing Officer for the Impound Hearings and that he managed them efficiently, impartially and he was familiar with the administrative hearing process and the rights of the parties for due process and appeals. She stated he was a resident of the City with experience in the area.  

Alderman Hansen stated he was in favor.

Alderman Dorsett asked if it were a paid position.

City Attorney Petrie stated it had not been discussed but he was compensated for the Impoundment Hearings a minimal fee approximately about $100 per month.  She stated as to these, we really didn’t even know how many we would have. She stated someone just needed to be appointed first because of the time issue in the hearing process.  

Alderman Dorsett asked about recouping costs.

City Attorney Petrie stated that would be through the fines process which were elevated when the section was written and the fee to maintain the animal.  

Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for final action at Monday night meeting.

The sixth item of discussion was on the ordinance to amend Section 2-3(5) of the Macomb, Illinois Municipal Code (Candidates Receiving Majority Elected; Supplementary Elections).  

There was no discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night meeting. 
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There was no other new business.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Koch to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes,  Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 5:35 p.m.




 ____________________________________
	Renee Lotz, Deputy City Clerk




