MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY NOVEMBER 25, 2013
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, November 25, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mike Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present:  Steve Wailand, Louis Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Tom Koch, Donald Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Deputy Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie and CDC Ed Basch.   Alderman Ryan Hansen and City Treasurer Ronald Ward were absent. 

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on increasing the Oakwood Cemetery fees for weekend and holiday grave openings.  CA Torreson explained the comparison cities fees with the Committee.  He stated the recommendation came through the Public Works department who was requesting the increase be for weekend and Holiday’s only.  The recommended increase would require an ordinance change and would become effective May 1, 2014.  CA Torreson also explained the added fee of $800.00 for disinterment, which was cost out by Gary Rhoads.  There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for final action at Monday night meeting.  

The second item of discussion was on the sidewalk requirement for the Goodwill Store development on East Carroll Street.  CDC Ed Basch explained the recent change to the Unified Development Code that gave Aldermen authority to offer options to developers as situations occurred.  

He stated that presently the new Goodwill Store located on East Carroll would be required to install new sidewalk, however due to pending future construction of the street it would be unwise.  He stated the unanimous recommendation of the Committee was to have the developer (Triple H) pay the city the cost of constructing a 5’ wide sidewalk.  The money would be placed in escrow in an interest bearing account until time of construction.  

He stated that currently the city bases “sidewalk share” program on $6.00/sq.ft.  and this would be the price asked to pay by the developer.  He explained that the Hillyer’s have stated that the work could be done by them for less cost.  

Alderman Dorsett stated he agreed with putting the sidewalk on hold, he did not feel the City should have to be held to Mr. Hillyer’s costs.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for final action at Monday night meeting.

The third item of discussion on an ordinance to amend Chapter 10 Section 10-131 of the Municipal Code of the City of Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois (Fireworks), was pulled from the agenda and not discussed at this time.  The recommendation was to send it back to the committee to be discussed further.

The fourth item of discussion was on an ordinance annexing certain territory located in a part of Section 7, Township 5 North, Range 2 West of the 4th Principal Meridian, McDonough County, Illinois (Gerald & Audrey Welty).  There was no discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night meeting.  

The fifth item of discussion was on an ordinance annexing certain territory located in a part of the Southeast Quarter of Section 32, Township 6 North, Range 2 West of the 4th Principal Meridian, McDonough County, Illinois (Gentry Motor Company).  There was no discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night meeting. 
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The sixth item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend Section 17-42 Definitions of Chapter 17 of the Macomb, Illinois Municipal Code (Lodging/Boarding/Rooming House and Yard, Front or Corner Sides).  There was no discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night meeting.

The seventh item of discussion was on an ordinance authorizing acquisition of necessary property to complete the East Street reconstruction project for and on behalf of the City of Macomb, Illinois.  There was no discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night meeting. 

The eighth item of discussion was on the tax levy for the City of Macomb.  CA Torreson explained the two options the City could choose from.   He stated the deadline for filing the levy was December 31, 2013.  
Option 1 would increase the levy by the amount of revenue generated by new building growth and expired EZ and Home Improvement exemptions ($14,769.00).  Option 1 would increase the city’s tax levy  by .79%, but would not impact property tax rates.  

Option 2 reflects the estimated maximum tax levy allowable under PTELL.  This would increase the levy by both the amount generated from new building and expired exemptions ($14,769.00) and the inflationary increase authorized by PTELL (1.7% or $31,698.00).  This option would result in an increase of $46,467.00 or 2.5% over the 2012 levy.  

CA Torreson explained the increases in the Fire and Police Pension funds which would total $60,381.00.

The consensus of the Committee was to go with Option 2.

The Mayor stated this would be placed on the agenda for final action at Monday night meeting.

The ninth item of discussion was on the Election Reform Referendum for City of Macomb elections.  City Attorney Kristen Petrie read the proposed language of the Resolution question to be placed before the voters.  

Alderman Dorsett stated he did not like complete State oversight and felt local control was better.  

Alderman Hinderliter stated he was for it and the cost savings.

Alderman Koch stated his understanding of the referendum and the need for returning to Election Code of the State of Illinois, which now covers nonpartisan elections.

City Attorney Petrie again explained the process in which the City came to this place and the need for the referendum if the City should decide to pursue the action.  

There was no further discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda in a Resolution with language at Monday night meeting.

There was no other new business.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Koch moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes,  Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 5:28 p.m.
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	Deputy Clerk, Renee Lotz




