MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY FEBRUARY 24, 2014
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, February 24, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mike Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present:  Ryan Hansen, Steve Wailand, Lou Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Tom Koch, Donald Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Deputy Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie and Interim CDC Gary Ziegler.   City Treasurer Ronald Ward was absent. 

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on soliciting Requests for Proposals for an in-car video camera system for the Macomb Police Department.  Chief Curt Barker was present to make the request for authorization to receive sealed proposals.  He stated the monies would come from the Police Protection Fund that was scheduled for new vehicles and remaining balance from the DUI equipment fund.  He stated the age of the equipment was between 5-10 years, 2 generations behind.  

Mayor Inman stated for clarification that vehicle purchases would not be made from the 2013-14 FY budget.  

Chief Barker stated that video equipment was critical for court convictions and for many offenses was required by the state to be videotaped.  

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to authorize and place on consent agenda for Monday night Council, all Aldermen voted “Aye”  and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.  

The second item of discussion was on a downtown façade improvement application submitted by Triune Enterprises, LLC, 222 E Carroll Street.   Interim CDC Gary Ziegler was present to explain that this was the second phase of the Combs Apartment building refurbishing, the owners Mike and Jeremy Hester.  He explained it would be tuck pointing, storm window frame painting, waterproofing exterior brick of the south and east sides of the building.  He stated the low bid was $29,970.00 and the City portion would be $19,980.00.  He stated the application would go before the Historic Preservation Committee on Tuesday.  

There was discussion on payouts to the contractor’s and it was stated that the City pays at the end after applicants prove they had paid their one third.  There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for final action at Monday night council meeting. 

The third item of discussion was on resurfacing the parking lot at the Macomb Depot and the proposal for services from Maurer-Stutz Engineering.  PW Director Jason Bainter explained the desire to enter into an agreement with Maurer-Stutz to design the improvements to the parking lot located at the Depot.  This would include new concrete paving, catch basin southwest corner, remove a part of the sand stone curb and round it off and remaining curbing left in place.  He stated the agreement was $12,200.00 not to exceed $15,000.00.  There was no discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for final action at Monday night council meeting.

The fourth item of discussion was on the improvements to Chandler Park.  CA Torreson explained the recommendation from the General Government Committee to add a 5’ sidewalk on the east side of Chandler Park from Randolph to the existing War Memorial and around it.  He stated this would allow for additional Flags of Love to be installed around it as well as the future Women’s Memorial.  The recommendation from the Committee was to allow placement of an additional 200 Flags of Love, bringing the cap to 1,000 but over a period of years.  He referenced the aerial photo showing the plan for future Flags of Love locations.  
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Alderman Moon mentioned a comprehensive plan that was at one time spoken of and also suggested the possibility of moving the War Memorial to the west side of the park allowing the east side to be available for building an amphitheatre or stage area.  

Mayor Inman stated that this development would not affect any future plans and Professor Yoder from WIU had assigned a Grad Student to help with developing a comprehensive plan.     

Alderman Moon asked what the Flags of Love capacity need was.

Mayor Inman stated there were approximately 60 flags currently waiting for display on the north wall of Chandler Park.  There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for discussion on where to go at Monday night council meeting.  

The fifth item of discussion was on salary increases for City of Macomb Elected Officials.  CA Torreson presented a survey of salary comparisons from other communities for the elected official’s positions.   He stated that out of the fifteen surveys received only three had full time Mayor Positions.  Clerk’s Positions; some were appointed, some elected, some part and full time with different degrees of responsibilities.  He stated that they did not separate out the different levels of responsibilities as far as the averages were concerned.  He stated the Treasurer’s Position was also; elected or appointed, full time with only 6 being part time with different degrees of responsibility.  He stated that no city code stated whether a position was full or part time, it was up to the Official and the traditions of the community.  

Alderman Koch stated it was somewhat difficult to interpret but that we were on the low end of it but did not think we should compare to Jacksonville and Ottawa.  

Alderman Dorsett stated he had discussion with City Attorney that day and asked “statutorily” was there a distinction between “full” and or “part” time elected official.  

City Attorney Petrie stated there was no distinction between part time or full as far as mandated or obligated staff hours.  Subjectively within these communities there was an expectation as was indicated by the numbers.  

Alderman Dorsett stated these were positions that were expected to fulfill their statutory duties of their office no matter the pay; that’s what happened when one was elected to office.  

Alderman Hinderliter stated he did not understand the point.

Alderman Dorsett stated that the numbers were skewed. 

Alderman Hinderliter stated if salaries were not high enough; we would not get the quality of people we were looking for.  He stated he did not want to see this go down because it had not risen in seventeen years and if approved 18 years before it was effective.  He stated, show him one segment of society that does not get pay raises in 18 years.

Alderman Moon stated “me”; he had not had a raise in 18 years!  He stated he had studied the surveys and there was a distinction between duties and expectations of offices and the city was not in a rush to do anything at this time and would like council to compare their expectations and what others were doing and paying.  

He addressed the issue of appointments of officials but procedurally being bound by our charter.  

City Attorney Petrie stated either the charter or state law, she would need to check.  

Alderman Moon stated maybe we should take a look at who we elect; maybe there was merit in appointing clerk and treasurer; then we could really define expectations.
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Alderman Wynn stated they were still dealing with a budget that affects the entire workforce no matter what percentage increase we pay.

Alderman Hinderliter stated the recommendation was made for a 5% increase, with no other increases over the last 18 years, and the Union and Non-union employees since 1997 have been getting pay raises.  He stated he would be willing to take on anyone wanting to argue that they should have the same as these officials.  

Alderman Wynn stated he was going by experience of past requests and negotiations within the last few years and they have asked for a lot of money that we don’t have. 

Alderman Hinderliter asked Alderman Moon how “we” were to look at how “we” elect someone, was he meaning just “them” or including our constituents and if so how do we get them involved.  

Alderman Moon stated we could put it out for referendum or however they wanted to handle it.

Alderman Hansen stated; regardless of the survey it was time for some minor raises to come to these offices, maybe not 5% in the first year, just so it matches our non-union employees.  Then if Alderman Moon wants to address the referendums for the future he can place in on the agenda because we are getting ahead of ourselves.  I would make a motion in that order to have the raises be set the same as the non-union employees for the next term of those three offices.  

Alderman Gilbert stated; even with these raises the officials were under paid and these raises were granted, and he felt that was an endorsement by the city council that they believe these people were doing a decent job.  

There was more discussion about Alderman Moon’s suggestion to appoint clerk and treasurer positions.

Mayor Inman restated the motion on the floor.

Alderman Hansen moved to place on agenda; to match raises for elected officials with the non-union employees each year for their four year term; beginning next term, Alderman Hinderliter seconded, on question being put Aldermen Hansen, Wailand, Gilbert, Koch and Hinderliter voting “Aye” and Aldermen Dorsett, Wynn and Moon voting “Nay”, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.  

The sixth item of discussion was on the ordinance authorizing the sale of certain personal property (equipment) owned by the City of Macomb.  This ordinance had first reading last Tuesday night.  There was no discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night council meeting.

The seventh item of discussion was on the ordinance to amend Chapter 16 of the Municipal Code of Macomb, Illinois pertaining to trespassing.  This ordinance had first reading last Tuesday night.  There was no discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night council meeting.

The eighth item of discussion was on the ordinance to amend Section 15-215(2) of the Municipal Code of Macomb to amend parking in certain areas as it is restricted for certain hours and times.  This ordinance had first reading last Tuesday night.  There was no discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night council meeting.  

The ninth item of discussion was on the ordinance to adopt and amend the current NFPA 70 National Electrical Code by the City of Macomb, McDonough County, Illinois.  This ordinance had first reading last Tuesday night.  There was no discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night council meeting.
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The tenth item of discussion was on the ordinance annexing certain territory located in Melwood Estates first Subdivision, a part of the Northwest Quarter of Section 15 and part of the south half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 10, Township 6 North, Range 3 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, McDonough County, Illinois (Adam L. & Marjorie J. Rhodes).  This ordinance had first reading last Tuesday night.  There was no discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be place on agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night council meeting.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Koch moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 5:45 p.m.



_____________________
Deputy Clerk, Renee Lotz




