MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, MAY 27, 2014
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, May 27, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mike Inman called the meeting to order.

Mayor Inman began the meeting with a moment of silence in honor of our beloved 3rd Ward Alderman Louis Gilbert who passed away May 22, 2014.  He then presented Mrs. Millie Gilbert and daughter Angela and sons Lance and Lonnie Gilbert with his picture and name plaque.  

Roll call was taken and the following were present:  Ryan Hansen, Steve Wailand, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Tom Koch, Donald Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Deputy Clerk Renee Lotz, and City Administrator Dean Torreson.  City Attorney Kristen Petrie and City Treasurer Ronald Ward were absent. 

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on an engineering agreement in the amount of $19,500.00 with Hutchison Engineering to prepare a Project Development/Environmental Report for the Downtown Revitalization grant application.  Mr. Jim Burke of Hutchison’s was present to explain the process.  He stated that they were near the completion of Pre-Final Plans on the project with a presentation later this summer.  He stated as a part of that the application for Transportation Enhancement Grant which was Federal funding;   there were three phases to the application process; preliminary engineering, project development (report phase looking at alternates and environmental impact), and then bid letting and construction.  

He stated the plans were being done part of the Phase II, because originally local funds were being used.  Now ITEP application was being made requesting Federal funds which require preliminary study I, which was a little out of order but nothing significant. The City has done this type of study before for Adams Street project.  Because the concept study has been done separately as a project and because we were so far along with the plans, Phase I could be completed quickly and easily.  Two meetings with IDOT, submitting the report, informational meeting with the public, inclusive documentation to date, pre-final plans and then final plans once we have heard from IDOT.  He stated the more completed items they had, the better chance of selection.  They encourage having preliminary items done having everything shelf ready.  He stated that’s what the agreement was regarding.  

There was no discussion from Council and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for final action at Monday night meeting.  

The second item of discussion was on the City Staff’s hiring authority for various positions for the City of Macomb.  Alderman Dave Dorsett had requested this be placed on the agenda for discussion.  Mayor Inman explained that City Attorney Petrie could not be present at the meeting.  Alderman Dorsett stated that he had spoken with City Attorney Petrie concerning the CDC hire because there seemed to be in his mind, a little difference and informality based on passed hires done at that level.  He understood that there was talk of removing Council from a number of hires, but in his mind that was below a level that would give them input as far as policy went.  CDC and Business Manager, those they should have input on because they help the body make policy; giving information they needed to make good reasonable decisions.

He stated theoretically they could go to the City Administrator with their questions on any individuals, but 7 people plus the Mayor, seemed to spend a lot of time going back and forth getting answers, when they could just go to the department heads and get the information needed for decision making.  

When he discussed this with the City Attorney, apparently she felt there was a gray area.  The CDC Officer position was only mentioned in passing and did not fall under the guidelines anywhere.  In her
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opinion they had a problem with the process because it was not formalized.  He felt it necessary to be done before another hire comes forth.  He did not know if it needed to be done at Committee of the Whole or be assigned to a specific Committee.  He stated a lot of this matter was the City Attorney’s concerns and felt she should be involved.  

Alderman Koch stated he felt it should go to a Committee and then onto Committee of the Whole for discussion.  

Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Hansen to refer to the General Government Committee for review, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.  

The third item of discussion was on the establishing of a City of Macomb facebook page.  This was requested by Alderman Dorsett to be discussed along with a survey taken on the issue. He stated that he had placed on his own 4th Ward facebook page a number of items that were informational on anything coming from City Hall; he would cut/paste onto that page so people who follow could have timely access to information.   He stated that currently there isn’t a method for that.  The City had taken steps to try; by installing a “call system” a year ago, but it was an opt “in” or “out” method.  

He stated that he felt this was the flow of information and the way things were going.  He did not believe that it should be the primary form of information, just a tool from the tool box to get information out.  He stated that Alderman Wailand was doing the same in his Ward.  He stated that by the survey you could see the percentage of people that would utilize the service, maybe a slight bias toward that.  

There was no cost to anyone.  It could be set to “No Comments” to avoid any bashing, guidelines can be established by a committee for content and administrators, can be accessed from anywhere and would have more immediacy and built in multiplying effect.  

Alderman Hansen stated he felt it an excellent way to get information out and that numerous times his wife had informed him of things happening from Alderman Dorsett’s page.  He stated that if the comments could be controlled and someone where to be a referee he thought it a good idea.  

Alderman Koch had concerns only if it could not be controlled from negative comments.

Sarah Wallick of 400 River Run Dr. stated she runs the Chamber facebook page, a very useful tool for her.  When the flooding happened she would contact the State Police every morning place all closures of roads on their page.  She stated at the time there were 500 followers but the information was shared with over 30,000 people.  

Alderman Hansen moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to refer this to General Government Committee for review, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.  

There was no other business.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Koch to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 5:20 p.m.



_____________________
Deputy Clerk, Renee Lotz




