MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, JUNE 23, 2014
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, June 23, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mike Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present:  Ryan Hansen, Steve Wailand, Dave Dorsett, Tom Koch, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Deputy Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie, CDC Shannon Duncan, PW Director Jason Bainter and Water Treatment Manager Kent Cox.  Treasurer Ronald Ward was absent. 

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on the proposed Request for Statements of Qualifications for engineering services to conduct a traffic study in the south section of Macomb.  CA Torreson stated that the recommendation for the study came out of Public Works Committee.  He stated it was prompted by the many concerns for traffic congestion at school locations.  The purpose for the study would be for recommendations on how to gain better traffic flow at all locations.  He stated the cost for the study was $30,000.00 and would be released on July 8, 2014 if approved by Council.  He stated Public Works Committee would also work with the School District for any recommendations that would be practical and affordable.  He stated the timeline for the study would be by the end of November of 2014.  

Alderman Dorsett asked if this was to be one single study for all three locations.

CA Torreson stated correct.

Alderman Moon asked if there had been recent conversations with the School District.

Mayor Inman stated not recent, but there were meetings planned within the next couple weeks. 

Alderman Moon recommended that the study wait until after the meetings with the School District to hear that outcome and what they may or may not be willing to do.  He stated it was not so much financial as it was direction and a possible change in the scheduling.  

Alderman Hansen stated that would make more sense.

CA Torreson stated he felt it could be done within a couple of weeks and still make the July 7th timeline if that was acceptable.  He felt that the School District would state that it would depend on the recommendations from the engineers.  He stated he did not believe they could give a yes or no without knowing the recommendations at this point.  

Alderman Hansen stated his concern was spending $30,000.00 and getting a recommendation that we would not be able to afford.  

Aldermen Moon and Dorsett commented that they would rather wait on the study until the conversation with the School District happens to see what they would be willing to do.  Changing class or bus schedules would be a difficult adjustment for them.  

Alderman Koch also agreed and did not want to see spending $30,000.00 for something we may not be able to carry out.

Mayor Inman stated they would hold off until the meetings with the School District took place and would report back to the sub-committee or committee.  
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The second item of discussion was on the ordinance to amend Chapter 23, Section 23-74 of the City of Macomb Municipal Code relating to the location of water meters.  PW Director Jason Bainter explained that the department had requested a change in the ordinance to allow for new construction meters 1” and smaller, to be placed outside in a meter pit.  The additional cost to the builder would be approximately $660.00 according to estimates given by plumbers.  He stated that the residential inside meters where very difficult to access many times.  He stated at present there were approximately 250 meters that they need access to in order to change out but have not been allowed in, normally due to scheduling difficulties.  He emphasized this would be moving forward for new construction only.  He stated that normally anything above a 1” meter was considered commercial and that remains an inside location.  

Alderman Dorsett asked how many meters of the 1” size where out there.

PW Director Bainter replied approximately 5,000.  

Alderman Koch asked if it could apply to someone doing major reconstruction.

PW Director Bainter said it could but the ordinance was for new construction only.  He then explained the difficulties with where inside meters are located at times, very difficult to get to.  He also addressed the concern of meter pit freezes, stating that there were more meters that froze inside basements and crawl spaces than outside in meter pits.  

Alderman Wynn asked why we couldn’t address the already inaccessible meter situation instead of increasing the cost of new construction.

PW Director Bainter explained any existing would be an ordinance violation issue.  

CA Torreson stated that they were working towards a solution for that issue as well and that mostly it was a schedule problem and this was a change out meter issue not a meter reading issue because that was now done remotely.  He stated when meters get old and need changed out that was when they had access issues.  He stated it was not feasible to make all people move their meters outside.  

Alderman Wynn stated that they were not gaining anything by attacking the new construction only.

CA Torreson stated that was correct but you have to start somewhere.

Alderman Dorsett stated, so we’re talking about adding $660 to the cost of new construction going forward, to deal with 250 meters out of 5,000 that currently exist, and we’re not going to impact them in any way, shape or form if they don’t want to cooperate now; making someone next door put a meter in a pit wasn’t going to make them cooperate.  I don’t see what we would gain except to disincentives new construction going forward.  

Mayor Inman stated that in regard to the 250 meters there was a plan to deal with those.  

Alderman Dorsett stated he understood not being the heavy with people, but they need to meet us half way and, if we need to change out a meter and they don’t accommodate after certain attempts, maybe could jeopardize their water service.  

Mayor Inman stated that could be, but he did not know how many out there qualified; and that was a tool that could be used.  

Alderman Hinderliter stated it was mostly a timing issue.  He stated his had recently been changed out and it took only 15 minutes but took two to three months scheduling a time.

Alderman Moon stated he understood council’s view about it not taking care of the problem, but it was not exasperating the problem.  We were trying not to add to it going forward.  So maybe we address the ones we had concerns with but we can’t continue to let people put them inside if that was the best way to 
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handle it.  We used to require that it be outside.  I don’t see the harm in going forward with new construction at this point.  Maybe we need to take to committee, the ones we were having trouble getting into, in order to come up with a solution to deal with them.  I see no reason to hang up going forward with this just to deal with the 250.  

Alderman Koch agreed with Alderman Moon that they needed to move forward looking to the future as to not have another occurrence like it.   

CA Torreson pointed out that it was a disincentive to build, but that in the total scheme of things $660 is not that much, and Macomb does not have many housing starts.  

There was discussion on the responsibility of the property owners of inside versus outside meters as far as piping was concerned.  

There was no other business.

Announcements were:

Mayor Inman announced the upcoming Heritage Days beginning Thursday, June 26th at Chandler Park.
Should there be rain issues for entertainment, relocation would be held at the WIU Grand Ball Room. 

He announced the first day of the new CDC Shannon Duncan.  

He also announced the hope of concurrence from Council to appoint Mrs. Millie Gilbert to fulfill her husband Lou’s place as 3rd Ward Alderman, coming before Council July 7, 2014 for vote. 

On a motion being made by Alderman Moon, seconded by Alderman Koch to move into executive session to consider;  a.)  Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec.2(c)(2) of the Open Meetings Act and e.)  Pending or probable litigation, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act., on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Wailand, Dorsett, Hinderliter, Koch, Wynn and Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:25 p.m.

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn back into open session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into open session at 5:35 p.m.  

There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 5:36 p.m.

_____________________
Deputy Clerk, Renee Lotz




