MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, JULY 14, 2014
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, July 14, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Pro-Tem Clay Hinderliter called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present:  Ryan Hansen, Mellie Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter and Donald Wynn.

Others present: Deputy Clerk Renee Lotz and City Administrator Dean Torreson.  Aldermen Steve Wailand arrived late and Aldermen Tom Koch and Dennis Moon were absent, City Attorney Kristen Petrie and Treasurer Ronald Ward were also absent.  

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on the ordinance to rezone 402 W. Washington Street from R-3 Two Family Residential District to B-2 General Business District to create new parking spaces for Vitale’s Restaurant.  Mr. Sal Vitale, 938 Jamie Lane was present to answer any questions.  Mr. Vitale explained the parking lot would be concrete with a fence along the west side of the property and the exit would be onto Washington Street for better traffic flow.  The Planning Commission voted unanimously to approve.  Once approved by council, a site plan would be placed in the zoning office for approval.  

Alderman Dorsett thanked Mr. Vitale stating it would be a welcomed improvement.  He also thanked CDC for the presentation of the request, stating it was very informative and answered most questions up front.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Pro-Tem Hinderliter stated it would be placed on the agenda for first reading at Monday night’s council meeting.

The second item of discussion was on the proposed new bus route/stops on Pearl Street from East University Drive to Pierce Street.  Director of Transportation Nathan Cobb was present to answer any questions.  He stated the three new proposed additional stops would be on the east side of N. Pearl 90 feet north of the centerline of E. Pierce Street, 108 feet north of intersection of E. Ash/N. Pearl and 80 feet south of the centerline of E. University Drive.  He stated the additional three would better serve the north quadrant population.  

Alderman Dorsett asked if they would be sign designated only; no pads at this time.

Mr. Cobb stated yes. 

Alderman Hinderliter stated the entire road on Pearl was asphalt and questioned if it would be a problem.

Mr. Cobb stated he did not think so because the busses would not be at capacity.  He stated concrete pads were not necessary because these were just test stops for right now.  He stated there was opportunity for grant monies for 12 new stops but for now he did not see a need. 

Alderman Wailand asked how it would affect the route times.

Mr. Cobb indicated that all adjustments were figured and would not affect it; and it would actually help the University traffic during busy times.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Pro-Tem Hinderliter stated it would be placed on the agenda for final action at Monday night’s meeting.

The third item of discussion was on the intergovernmental agreement with Macomb Park District for Glenwood Swimming Pool.  CA Torreson explained the Park and Pool Committee’s direction for eventually closing the pool as it appears to be in the last years for operation and possible replacement of 
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a new pool.  He stated there has been an agreement since 2008 and 2011 which was in effect until a new one was supplanted.  He stated the intergovernmental agreement that was in effect right now did not have expiration.  Recommendations of the committee were to have; a definitive life span of 24 months, have referendum for new pool November, 2015, cost of new pool not to exceed $6.5 million, any single repair for Glenwood exceeding $75,000.00 would close the pool permanently, and the existing life span not to exceed 5 years, these were the main points of the new agreement.

He stated the draft was in the packet for the Council to review and would be on the agenda for approval next week.  

Alderman Dorsett stated that there were two concerns that Alderman Moon had but was not able to be there; one being the “target” date for a referendum of November 2015 and the $75,000.00 being a hard fast number, would it be better stated as a decreasing dollar amount as life of the pool diminished.

The suggestion on the referendum was to remove the “target” date and state “no later than” to create a hard fast date and to possibly decrease the dollar amounts as the life span of the pool for any repair costs.  He stated that was something that was not considered during the committee discussions.

CA Torreson stated he could speak to the second request; at the bottom of page 2 of the agreement it reads; if capital repair costs are deemed to be excessive by both parties, the pool will be permanently closed.  The parties agree to utilize a systems methodology/decision tree approach to determine which capital repairs were deemed to be excessive.  In any case, if any single repair at Glenwood pool exceeds $75,000.00, it was recommended the pool close permanently.  

He stated that was not a definite ceiling, it could be less and the point was a very good one should they get further down the road closer to the lifespan of the pool, it would not make sense to spend $75,000.00 to make it last another year or so.  He did think the language had enough flexibility to allow for that.  

Mayor Pro-Tem Hinderliter stated his recollection of the discussion was; what a major systems failure would normally cost was generally $50,000.00 of the 2 or 3 major systems and the $75,000.00 was agreed upon realizing there may be a major failure early on in the season and then if there were a second; approach that figure of the year, they sit down and discuss whether it would remain open or not.  He stated hypothetically they could put $75,000.00 a year into it to keep it going and may have to.  

Alderman Wynn stated that was his memory too.  He stated that he did not believe there was any intention of closing the pool prematurely.  He stated if something major happened once and then twice in one season; they would look closely at it and make a determination.   

Mayor Pro-Tem Hinderliter stated the $75,000.00 figure was to be split in half between governments.  He stated he had no problem with the language change to “no later than” for the referendum issue.   

There was no further discussion and Mayor Pro-Tem stated that it would be placed on the agenda for final approval at Monday night’s meeting.

The fourth item of discussion was on the proposed guidelines for archery hunting at Spring Lake Park.  Mayor Pro-Tem Hinderliter stated that the Park District had no problems with the deer hunting and dates were October through January for bow hunting only.  He stated that people would have to obtain a pass from the Park District upon proof of tags and licenses etc. 

He stated it was a way for deer hunters with nowhere to go to have opportunity.  The north side would be hunted beginning in October the south side would begin November with bike trails open until that time.

Alderman Hansen asked that there be clarification on how the selection process would be done as far as a lottery, how many would be allowed etc. 
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CA Torreson showed the Council the north and south areas on a map where hunting would be permitted, explaining the distance in location to the subdivision.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Pro-Tem stated it would be placed on the agenda for final approval at next Monday night’s meeting.

The fifth item of discussion was on an ordinance to create a Class R liquor license for Yummy Chen’s located at 531 W. Jackson Street.  There was no discussion and Mayor Pro-Tem Hinderliter stated that it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night’s meeting.

There was no further discussion. 


There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Pro-Tem Hinderliter declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 5:26 p.m.

_____________________
Deputy Clerk, Renee Lotz




