MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, AUGUST 11, 2014
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, August 11, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mike Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present:  Ryan Hansen, Steve Wailand, Mellie Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Tom Koch and Don Wynn.

Others present: Deputy Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson and City Attorney Kristen Petrie, CDC Shannon Duncan and PW Director Jason Bainter.  Alderman Dennis Moon and Treasurer Ronald Ward were absent.  

There were no public comments.

Mayor Inman opened a public hearing at 5:02 p.m. for MTC Communications, a subsidiary of McDonough Telephone Cooperative to establish a cable television franchise with the City of Macomb.  Ms. Marsha Livingstone, VP of Operations MTC/McDonough Telephone was present to explain the expansion of fiber optics and service availability in the City of Macomb, making request and application for a franchise for CATV.  Public demand has contributed to the prompting of a request for a franchise agreement.  Ms. Livingstone stated it was a positive impact on the City to have opportunity for multiple providers in the City.  

Mayor Inman explained that an ordinance was passed in 1992 governing franchise agreements between the City and cable service providers as currently Comcast enjoys one of those with the City through that ordinance.  Mayor Inman explained the letter, application, channel line-up and proposed franchise agreement as presented in the packet by Ms. Livingstone.  

PW Director Jason Bainter spoke briefly on the public rights of way that the current utilities use within the City of Macomb.  He stated there were no outstanding issues with any of the utility companies now or in the past.  He stated that MTC has always been good to work with.  He did state that some of the rights of way were currently crowded.  

Also in attendance to speak on behalf of the franchise was Libby Stehn Tumulty, Government Affairs Manager for Comcast Communications CATV.  Ms. Stehn Tumulty stated that they were perfectly good with McDonough MTC coming in with their services.  She stated that MTC would have to be offered the same types of services as mandated by the State and believed that the Mayor and City Administrator were offering just that.  

There was no further discussion on the matter and Mayor Inman declared the public hearing closed at 5:15 p.m.

The second item of discussion was on the regulations for archery hunting at Spring Lake Park.  CA Torreson stated that staff had taken a field trip to view the areas deemed for hunting in order to address some areas of concern from a former committee meeting.   He referred to the map included in the packet to explain the proposed areas for hunting.  He stated the four areas proposed included close to 400 acres.  He stated that did not include the handicapped area that has been used for hunting already.  

He stated to address closing of the trails during the winter; closing only a portion of the area south of the lake where the trails were located.  The designated areas would be closed from October 1 to the middle of January; portions of the Rat Trail as named in area 1 and the Fox Trail in area 2 have portions that were not well developed, signs would be placed where the trails enter those areas as well as on 1500th Road.  These were indicated by the black markings on the map, and a sample sign in the packet was for review.  Area 3 having 2 signs located from each entry point off of 1600th Road.  He stated that area 4 was not accessible by a road at all.  He stated signs would also be placed in the handicapped area as well.   
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He stated the compromise was to allow for hunting in only the portion designated by the green boundary on the map in area 1.  He stated he had contact with the individual who had concerns and he addressed them in a letter to the individual and believed that she was satisfied.  

Alderman Hansen thanked CA Torreson for addressing the issues and reaching a compromise; he felt very satisfied and was in favor of now supporting it.  He stated he would like to see the results after the first year.  

Alderman Hinderliter stated that hunting in area 5 handicapped only had been ongoing for the last 5 years and areas where vehicles were prohibited would self-regulate because of the landscape and effort needed to drag a deer from the location.  He stated the marsh area worked as a natural buffer just east of the designated hunting in area 1. 

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for final action at Monday night meeting.    

The third item of discussion was on amending the ordinance relating to the location of all new water meter installations.  PW Director Jason Bainter was present to explain that this was strictly for new residential construction installation and did not apply to existing meters.  He stated that currently the ordinance read for inside installations.  This would prevent meters from being inaccessible to City employees.  

Alderman Dorsett stated he had concerns but after meeting with Jason he was satisfied with the steps they were taking to change out existing meters and moving forward the ordinance would prevent those issues.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for first reading at Monday night meeting.  

The fourth item of discussion was on the submission of Safe Routes to School application for $160,000.00 to improve an existing walkway and add to walkways to the Junior High School.  CA Torreson stated this was a grant for up to $160,000.00 with the City’s match being $40,000.00.  If costs were to overrun there would most likely be funds available.  Application is due January 31, 2014 with a planning meeting this week to discuss.  

The project would entail linking a new sidewalk from the north side of Kiljordan Creek extending south to Grant.  Also a bicycle, handicapped and skate board accessible route to the Jr. High from the northwest part of town.   To the east of Maple Ave. there is a mid-block crossing that was installed a few years ago and that would be the kind of thing we would install here; a mid-block crossing lined up with the steps to the north on the east side of McArthur school replacing steps with a ramp.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Alderman Dorsett asked if issues of the last Safe Route to School had passed and was the cost of the crossing built into the amount.  

CA Torreson stated there was an engineering firm looking into cost on Friday.  He stated the costs of the lights would be included in the project.  

Alderman Dorsett asked if there was a degree of use determined for the crossing.  

CA Torreson stated no there was not.  He stated the Jr. High students would be surveyed for potential usage.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be discussed at a later date once there was more information and details.  
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The fifth item of discussion was on two street improvement projects for 2015.  PW Director Bainter described the projects as being 100 and 200 blocks of McDonough Street, Lafayette to Johnson a complete rebuild and South White Street a white topping or asphalt overlay from Jackson to Piper Streets.  

He stated on McDonough there would be milling and a thicker overlay of asphalt which would mean raising the curb a little.  

He stated on White there would be getting curb and gutter also complete concrete or asphalt rebuild.  He stated cores needed to be done to know whether it is concrete or asphalt existing.  He stated it did not appear to be concrete and if not; milling would be done and applying asphalt back.   

He stated there may be some storm sewer work needed such as newer style inlets but underground work minimal at best.  

Alderman Koch asked if prices would include white topping for White Street or just asphalt.

PW Director Bainter stated he would like to see if white topping could be applied.  He stated the engineers met him on Friday and kicked out totals on Monday.  They would like to take cores to check on White Street especially to see if it would be a candidate for white topping.  

Alderman Koch moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to approve seeking engineering estimates on the projects separately, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and stated it would be placed on the agenda for final approval at Monday night meeting. 

The sixth item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend Section 17-42 Definitions of Chapter 17 of the Macomb Illinois Municipal Code.  This ordinance had first reading and there was no further discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night meeting.

The seventh item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend Appendix A Use Matrix to add Medical Dispensing Organizations to Miscellaneous.  This had first reading and there was no further discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night meeting.

The eighth item of discussion was on an ordinance to amend the City of Macomb Municipal Code Section 17-624 (1), Special Use, and Section 17-802 (2) Special Use, to add Medical Cannabis Cultivation Centers, and to amend Section 17-749 (4), Special Use, and Section 17-784 (2), Special Use, to add Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations.  This had first reading and there was no further discussion.  Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night meeting.

There was no further discussion. 


There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Koch moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 5:45 p.m.

_____________________
Deputy Clerk, Renee Lotz




