MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2014
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, September 22, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mike Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present:  Ryan Hansen, Steve Wailand, Mellie Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Tom Koch, Don Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Deputy Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie and CDC Shannon Duncan.  Treasurer Ronald Ward was absent.  

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on the ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to establish a legally non-conforming use in a B-2 General Business Zoning District at 301 South Johnson Street.  CDC Shannon Duncan stated that the Planning Commission had been discussing an application that came forward from Carroll Faught for a special use at 301 S. Johnson Street.  To utilize the garage again as an automotive repair will require a special use permit.  During the time of review the commission had one letter in support and one in opposition of the project.  

CDC Duncan stated in her report she suggested ideas for special conditions; Planning Commission concurred with one and then added another.  There was intent for towing service and the special condition has been added to not allow the activity unless the vehicle in tow would be repaired on site.  

CDC Duncan stated because it is an older lot there is hard surface in places but were covered in grass, so to delineate where to park would be a challenge.  The Planning Commission has approved the special use and staff would be responsible to make sure the grass was burned down to determine the parking.  She stated it was made clear that if the hard surface was not there, it would have to be put there.  

Alderman Koch stated he had looked over the area and had concern regarding the hard surface; if it were not there, in the spring time causing mud onto the street.  He stated he would like to see a provision for some sort of hard surface and would not object to even gravel.

Alderman Dorsett asked about staff making that determination.

CDC Duncan stated Dean, Jason and she had been to the site and all agree there was some hard surface but hard to determine due to the over growth.  She had made it clear to Mr. Faught that if any additional pavement was needed, he would have to make that happen.  If parking existed he could place gravel and then pave within the year.  She stated that has been the bulk of the dialog around this particular case.  

Alderman Dorsett stated that was reasonable and the effort they have made so far on the building have helped immensely to improve the neighborhood.  

The Committee of the Whole has power to act at next Monday night meeting to waive second reading and approve the ordinance.  

The second item of discussion was on the proposed revisions to the city’s façade improvement forgivable loan program.  CA Torreson stated the recommendation to add language as a small change came from the CDC.  He presented the verbiage addition concerning signage and the eligibility and what was not.

Alderman Hansen stated he was pleased to see the change and approved of it.

There was no more discussion and Mayor Inman stated that it would be placed on the agenda for Monday, October 6, Council for final approval.  

Committee of the Whole
September 22, 2014
Page 2

The third item of discussion was on the proposed increase for the city’s reimbursement portion for the sidewalk replacement program.   CA Torreson stated that the program had not been used in recent and was proposing an increase in the per square foot price to $3.50 to help possibly stimulate an interest in the program.

Alderman Dorsett suggested that the program was not working because it was not known.  He recommended it be more publicized.

CA Torreson stated that could be placed on the web site and channel 15.

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for Monday, October 6, Council for final approval. 

The forth item of discussion was on the bond issue for Illinois Environmental Protection Agency loan for Wastewater Treatment Plant improvements.  CA Torreson explained the city planned to let bids later this fall on this bond issue for Wastewater Treatment Plant improvements, engineer’s estimate the work at $2.6 million.  Financing would come from a loan with the IEPA, at 2 to 2/14% for 20 years.  He stated the pre-application had been made a year ago and the engineers have done well in working with the loan and permitting divisions in the process.  

He stated October 6 council would have bonding procedures on the agenda for approval of issuance of the loan; a preliminary ordinance that they would have to pass allowing for the loan to be made, then a final ordinance when a final loan amount was known.

The amount in the ordinance would be $3 million to give cushion room in case bids come in higher.  He stated there was a DECO grant that will help in the expense of the $400,000.00 blowers that would be subtracted from the total and the engineers have been asked what could be done elsewhere to make improvements with that amount.  They will get back with us later to let us know.  

He stated the IEPA wants the city to increase the minimum sewer rate from $3.64 to $6.00.  He stated it was discussed at PW Committee meeting but no recommendation was made at the time because there was not a timeline then, but the process is moving along now and a resolution must be passed at October 6, meeting.  This would not be in effect until May 15, 2015.  There would also be an increase in the per cubic foot charge from $3.00 to $3.05 per 100 cubic foot.  The revenues would increase by $57,000.00 in a year.  There would also be a slight increase over the next several years to pay for the loan but nothing over 2% to 3%.  

He then discussed the rate comparison that he compiled from other communities similar to ours referring to the hand out in the packet.  He stated raising the minimum charge does not affect the actual consumption based rate.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated this would be placed on agenda for final action at Monday night October 6, 2014 meeting.

The fifth item of discussion was on the proposed amendments to the city’s liquor code.  Mayor Inman stated that the City Attorney had drafted several potential changes; some housekeeping and also incorporating outside café as it pertains to revitalization of the down town from a liquor perspective as well as enhanced business practices.  

City Attorney Kristen Petrie stated that the first five issues listed were for housekeeping purposes as pointed out by staff as lacking in information or consistency. These changes bring clarity.  

Alderman Moon asked to discuss item (c) in section4.51.
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City Attorney Petrie stated; “sale” or “sell” as defined somewhere else it has a long definition, looking at 4-3 it goes through it there.  Having the additional “sale” or “sell” in the license required section helps to make it clear to persons when talking about an activity. Outdoor parties, it discusses the exchange of money for admission to the area being considered “sale” or “sell”.  

Alderman Moon stated it was not clear to him because the way he read it was that the possibility of the admission fee could cover alcohol or beverages.  He said it states that you need a license but does not say that activity was wrong.

City Attorney Petrie stated it is under the 4.51 License Required all language is included in (a) through (d) and she read all descriptions.  She stated that (c) was making clear (a) and (b) referencing “sell” or “sale” spelling it out, interpretation; you cannot do it.  

Alderman Moon stated he did not read it that way.  

City Attorney Petrie stated she could work on the wording of (c) pertaining to “no person”.

Alderman Moon stated he would make an appointment to speak with Attorney Petrie.

City Attorney Petrie then read through and explained Section 4-78 Class OC license.  She described the definition of OC as a subclass she placed under Class R, restaurant which could be designated by boundaries of downtown or street areas.  There was also hours of operation from 11:00 am to 1:00 am, Monday through Saturday and 12:00 noon to 1:00 am on Sunday, provided a café permit was issued.  

Outdoor café must have designated areas enclosed or sectioned off by fence or barricade, entrance and exit points supervised or monitored, when alcohol is served no removal of alcohol from the designated area, must comply with all requirements set forth in Chapter 14, Sections 131-140, must have the City named as additional insured.

She stated the fee mirrors the other sub classes at this time $500.00 and you must have a class R liquor license.  She stated all points subject to Council’s final decision.  

Mayor Inman stated other classes may be discussed such as Class B, boutique which would be logical, and also areas of locations.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Alderman Moon stated the historical district was logical and he did not have any problem with expanding this under Class B.  He stated the hours should mirror whatever was allowed with their current license.  

City Attorney Petrie stated the outdoor café needed defined in the city’s code.  Sidewalk café in past had been added as a special event, but the activity envisioned is what the downtown will be in the future and is much more involved.  She stated there will be a permit needed for the outside café.  She stated the specifics address who, where, cleaning, what types of furniture can be used and what types of special events.    Outdoor café permits shall be in effect for a one year term.

She stated that Section 14-143 discussed the application process, Section 14-144 Review of applications, Section 14-145 Regulations, Section 14-146 Temporary nature of use, Section 14-147 Public property, Section 14-148 Indemnification: payment for cleaning or damages, Section 14-149 Insurance requirements, Section 14-150 Enforcement.

Alderman Dorsett stated the boundaries for the outdoor café should also be in the historical district and as pertaining to cleaning he felt more often than what was listed was necessary.  He also stated he had concern about bolting fixtures at night.  

Alderman Moon brought up neighbors not in agreement with the activity.

Alderman Dorsett stated conjoined businesses cannot go beyond their own property boundaries.  
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City Attorney Petrie stated if someone wanted to extend beyond their perimeters they would have to have permission from their neighbor by written consent.  

There was objections to drilling holes in the new concrete sidewalks, discussion on the height limit on umbrellas for traffic flow purposes and the use of 4 foot of sidewalk area for ADA.  

There was no further discussion.  

There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Wailand moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 6:15 p.m.

_____________________
Deputy Clerk, Renee Lotz




