MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2014
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, September 29, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mike Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present:  Ryan Hansen, Steve Wailand, Mellie Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Tom Koch, Don Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Deputy Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson, City Attorney Kristen Petrie and CDC Shannon Duncan.  Treasurer Ronald Ward was absent.  

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on the consideration of an ordinance to authorize the issuance of a special use permit to establish a legally non-conforming use in a B-2 General Business Zoning District at 301 South Johnson Street.  The Council has Power to Act.  City Attorney Kristen Petrie presented the ordinance for second reading.

There was some discussion concerning the hard surface.  CDC Duncan reported that the burn off of grass was exposing sufficient hard surface and if there was not, it was understood it must be in place.  

Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hansen to authorize the issuance of the special use permit in a B-2 General Business Zoning District located at 301 S. Johnson Street, adopting the ordinance as read, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Wailand, Gilbert, Dorsett, Hinderliter, Koch, Wynn and Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and the ordinance was approved and became Ordinance No. 14-38.

The second item of discussion was on the request from Macomb Women’s Club and Macomb Beautiful Association asking permission to plant landscaping around the Memorial Statue plaza in Chandler Park.  Ms. Penelope Yunker of Macomb Beautiful was the presenter for the landscape layout, explaining the 2 foot area around the perimeter for plantings of 12 Boxwood, 8 Grasses, 8 Forever Roses and 3 Flagstone for entry on three sides, allowing entry from all sides of the memorial.  She explained that the Macomb Women’s Club has pledged the labor and costs for future care and long term upkeep of the area.

There was no opposition to the proposal and Mayor Inman stated CA Torreson would be the contact person for the Clubs moving forward.

The third item of discussion was on the amending of minor subdivisions in the City of Macomb.  City Attorney Petrie outlined the proposal that would create a Division 1-A currently in the code, this would be a subdivision expanding to a minor subdivision which was an enhancement for proposals of much smaller subdivision and much less involved.  Definition 17-190 being a subdivision of land 2 or less lots. She stated there was a creation of application because there was no process for it at this time.  This would be a streamline effect to help with minor subdividing managed through a staff supervised action.  She stated the sidewalk waiver was initiated here in order to cover all bases.  She explained that the State as far as approval; as pertains to Subdivision Act would still be required.   

Mayor Inman asked for an example of the process they may have encountered had it been in place.

City Attorney Petrie stated possibly RP Lumber Company when they subdivided, but she did not recall the size of the lots.

CDC Duncan stated she could not give an example but, could give an example of a property for sale, on Grant Street where there was a very large lot, that the owner would want to sell a small portion of, also a request from the Country Club who had an owner wanting to purchase a little more yard area and there was nothing in place to be able to allow that without going through the entire subdivision process.
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She stated she receives at least one call a week for situations like this.  Other related types, several calls every other week.  Normally someone with a large lot wanting to make it two.  This was describing two processes; one where it was no more than two lots there would be a truncated subdivision process and the other being the certificate of exemption which would be allowing a small transition of property from one owner to a neighboring owner.   

Mayor Inman stated this would be proposed policy change as pertains to Article IV Administrative procedures.

Alderman Moon asked if this would change the use.

City Attorney Petrie stated the zoning would not change.  Any zoning change would still have to run its course.  This has no impact on zoning.  Example would be a large lot becoming two, the zoning does not change.

CDC Duncan stated the other assumption was if it were to split in two that it would be sustained on current infrastructure.  If not it would fall back into ordinary subdivision process.  

Alderman Moon asked about the notification of neighbors as to any changes.

CDC Duncan stated in the subdivision process itself it was not in there so it was not included here either.  

City Attorney Petrie stated about the only place it would be placed would be on the agenda; there were not specific notice sent to the buffer or neighbors regarding subdivision.  

CDC Duncan stated the thought being there were no changes being made in the uses.  

Alderman Moon gave example of a subdivision with large lots, someone wanting to subdivide the one into two which would then change the look of the current subdivision that have expansive yards and then the pocket of change of attitude may happen among owners.  

CDC Duncan stated that could happen if there were no covenants or neighborhood homeowners association or something in place to tighten that up.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on agenda for final action on Monday night meeting.  

There was no further discussion.  

The Mayor Made several public announcements; He thanked Dr. Bart Gill, WIU Ag Skills Class for building 6 new picnic tables to be used in Chandler Park, WIU Homecoming this weekend, parade Saturday at 10:30 a.m., and effective October 6th  through November 28th, 2014, ”No Yard Waste Sticker” needed, waste site closed for the season after that.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 5:25 p.m.

_____________________
Deputy Clerk, Renee Lotz




