MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2014
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, November 10, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mike Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Steve Wailand, Mellie Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Clay Hinderliter, Tom Koch, Don Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Deputy Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson and City Attorney Kristen Petrie.  Treasurer Ronald Ward was absent.  

There were no public comments.

The first item of discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the rezoning of 410 W Washington Street in the City of Macomb, McDonough County, from R-3 Residential District to B-2 General Business.  Mayor Inman explained that this was the second of two properties filed by the petitioners; Vitale’s Restaurant to be demolished, this one just west of the first that had been demolished for parking.  

City Attorney Kristen Petrie explained that the Planning Commission met on October 22, 2014 with a public hearing that was published, with all record owners being notified, there was no negative comments regarding the petition, with the Commission voting unanimously to approve.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night meeting.

The second item of discussion was on the ordinance to create a special event liquor license for the Macomb Denmark Exchange Holiday Fundraiser.  Mrs. Robyn Neve from Denmark Exchange Program explained the fundraising event to be held at the St. Paul School on December 5, 2014 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  The desire was to serve wine and possibly beer at the event.  She stated it was a meet and greet to get people acquainted with the program which was a foreign exchange student program.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at Monday night meeting. 

The third item of discussion was on the acquisition of purchasing Chamber gift certificates for the city employees for Christmas.  Mayor Inman explained there were 110 employees that would receive the $30 certificate for Christmas.  There was no discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for final action at Monday night meeting.

The fourth item of discussion was on two ordinances pertaining to the hiring procedures for certain positions: an ordinance to amend Article IV Officers and Employees generally, Section 2-130 of the Municipal Code of the City of Macomb and an ordinance to amend Division 4, Section 2-261 (1) of the Municipal Code of the City of Macomb.  City Attorney Kristen Petrie stated the two separate ordinances taken together in what they are to accomplish.  The hiring process was laid out in Section 2-130 with the content being a little vague when expanded beyond what was considered employee.  She stated there were within the city structure department heads and managers, where they are employees, in question was the hiring policy of these; where the code itself was somewhat silent.  

She stated then taking the two proposed ordinances together; there intended to make clarifications on Section 2-130 referencing the hiring policy pursuant to the personnel manual which is adopted by the governing body and currently undergoing revisions.  Section 2-261 (1) being the second half falls under the City Administrator duties which does discuss in any capacity a hiring or appointment and recommendations thereof.  In this particular section amendments were proposed that clarify areas that were uncertain based on lack of language.  The amendments would give direction in the areas that were silent.  Appointment and hiring being two separate actions would be the areas of clarification.   Additions
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of F, G, H, and I would give clarifications of areas that had not been referenced in the code that had been in practice, which has been reflecting what has been happening but now giving it clarity taking away some of the ambiguity that exists.  

Mayor Inman stated that the General Government Committee had input in the drafting of the amendments in order to address their concerns.     

Alderman Dorsett thanked staff for their thoroughness on the matter, addressing all of his concerns spelling it out very clearly for the future.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for first reading at Monday night meeting.

The fifth item of discussion was on the ordinance to amend Section 17-187 – 17-200 of Chapter 17, Article IV, Administrative Procedures, Division 1, Subdivision Procedure, of the Macomb, Illinois Municipal Code.  City Attorney Petrie explained that the proposal was for creating an exemption which the city currently does not have, 17-196 in particular would be creating this exemption for certain scenarios outside of minor subdivision and also the current subdivision section.  Involving things that happen;
the City obtaining an additional right of way, neighbor to neighbor selling a parcel or strip of land,  scenarios that don’t involve development, which the subdivision section would normally manage.  These are exemptions to the Plat Act of the State, having no bearing or impact on development on lots around them. These would also be outside of the minor subdivision code process.  

The suggestion for the minor subdivision then would be the next step up, involving things that do not rise to the level of a full subdivision, these would not create any new streets and would not create more than two lots.  All concerns would still be addressed as with minor subdivision codes.  The system would be just less involved than the current subdivision process creates.  It would not go to Planning Commission and would be handled at the staff level of CDC and Public Works Director to manage, with less technicalities for submission from the applicant, with certain criteria met before they qualify as minor subdivision.  

Alderman Moon asked how this differed from the way they presently do notification of public, he did not see that requirement.  

City Attorney Petrie explained that would be only for subdivision level at the Planning Commission process.  There would be no change in the use of the property, it would be two or fewer lots.  

Alderman Moon stated it was still change and he felt the neighbors should be notified.  

City Attorney Petrie stated that an objection section may be added to the notice with a 10 day period to respond.

CA Torreson asked a question concerning Section 17-197 relating to items (b) and (c) in regard to the areas being at odds.

City Attorney Petrie stated that they were not referring to two of the same things, these are talking of two separate incidents, one referring to agricultural application and the other she would have to check on, but it was speaking of contiguous property.  She stated that it spoke of 25’ width not how long it was.  

Mayor Inman stated the issues would be addressed by Monday with some kind of explanation for (b) and (c) and the objection notice as well.
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There was no further discussion.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 5:33 p.m.
_____________________
Deputy Clerk, Renee Lotz




