MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2015
5:00 P.M.



The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, August 24, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mike Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Mike Wayland, Steve Wailand, Clay Hinderliter, Don Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Deputy Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson and City Attorney Kristen Petrie.  Also in attendance were CDC Shannon Duncan, Spring Lake Manager Ryan Hansen and WIRC Council Kevin Wiehardt.  Aldermen Mellie Gilbert, Tom Koch and Treasurer Ronald Ward were absent. 

Public comment: There was none.

The first item on the agenda for discussion was on the request from the Macomb Balloon Rally Committee for $3,000.00 from the Hotel/Motel Special Project Fund.  Committee member Jodi Pospeschil presented a proposal to the Council explaining the income/expenditures for Balloon Rally 2015 Budget which presently had a deficit of -$2,790.00. She stated they were requesting a one-time donation of $3,000.00 to help make ends meet for this year’s event.  

Aldermen Hinderliter and Wailand stated they were in support of the donation on behalf of the Balloon Rally event.  

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to approve the donation and place on the Consent Agenda for Tuesday, September 8, 2015 meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” by Viva Voca vote, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and stated it would be placed on the Consent Agenda for the next Council meeting.  

The second item on the agenda for discussion was on the request from Mr. J.R. Hyde to build a private dock on Spring Lake at his residence located at 26 Oak Drive.  CA Torreson explained an aerial photo of where the proposed dock would be located.  He stated that the recommendation from Park and Pool Committee was in favor of allowing the 12’ long dock to be built.  

Mr. Hyde stated that he had children that enjoy fishing and he would like to build it to keep them out of the grass and weeds.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for final action at the Tuesday, September 8, 2015 meeting.  

The third item on the agenda for discussion was on submitting a grant application for a Blight Reduction Program through the Western Illinois Regional Council.  Mr. Kevin Wiehardt was present to explain the program to Council.  He explained the Grant was discussed at COW and CDC Committee meetings prior to this one.  He attended a webinar to gain understanding and ask questions on behalf of Park & Pool Committee.  Illinois Development Housing Authority holds the grant “Hardest Hit Program” created to help prevent foreclosures, funded through the US Department of Treasury.  He stated Illinois was one of eighteen States to receive the funding.  

He stated fifteen programs have been funded State wide for $5.3 million dollars; the smallest being $280,000.00 and the largest $525,000.00.  He named the Cities and noted that they were larger urban areas.  He stated 10 was the minimum number of properties to present and more would be favorable.  

He stated he asked the questions concerning control of the properties ownership.  Does the City have to have title of ownership at the time of application? The answer being no, but one would score higher if they 
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did, there would have to be ownership at some point, and good documentation of option to purchase at the time of application.  

The second question had to do with the Not for Profit ownership.  He stated he had talked with Suzann Nash and she agreed that WIRC could partnership with the City.  He stated their main issues were with the little amount of monies for administration of the properties, $1,750.00.  He stated ownership for the Not for Profit was 3 years, with maintenance, insurance and all necessary reporting on each property.  He stated the City would receive $3,000.00 up front for maintenance of each property.  He stated his discussion with Suzann Nash was that WIRC not move into the red administrating these properties. 
He believed this to be a good program and did not see any issues.  He stated applications were due September 25, 2015.

[bookmark: _GoBack]He stated the main issue would be having control of 10 properties, not occupied.  He stated he knew the Administrator of the program from Rock Island and would be in contact with him to get some advice and to see how things were going for them.  He stated the bottom line was, did the City believe they had 10 properties, or 10 they could get control of, and secondly, did they want to move forward with the application process.  

He stated from the time of application to notification he believed was sometime in February or March.  The timeline for expending funds would be 2 years and he agreed, it would be an “all else has failed, last tool in the box” attempt for remedy on the property as Mayor Inman had commented.  

Alderman Hinderliter asked if the 10 properties must be in a cluster or spread throughout the community.

Mr. Wiehardt stated they could do a target area or within the city limits of Macomb.  

Alderman Hinderliter asked what the funds could be used towards.

CDC Shannon Duncan stated the following; acquisition, purchase price, land extinguishment, title recording and transfer fees, demolition and greening.  She stated as for the project area they could do community wide but would have to check to see if points were taken away for that.  

She stated the Not for Profit must maintain ownership for 3 years, but after that time a neighbor may purchase the lot or there would be a recapture fee if it were sold prior to the 3 year period.  

She stated that with City Attorney Petrie’s help they have decided to work with the County to identify properties that the City was not even aware of because of back taxes for example. 

City Attorney Petrie stated that the program supported interim uses such as community gardens for the properties.

Mr. Wiehardt stated that the grant required a revitalization program.  

CA Torreson asked how much money per property was allowed.

Mr. Wiehardt stated $35,000.00, broken down would be $3,000.00 for maintenance, $1,750.00 administrative, the balance would be spent on purchase and close of the property.  These properties could be residential owner occupied or rentals, no commercial. 

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for final action at the Tuesday, September 8, 2015 meeting.  

The fourth item on the agenda for discussion was on a proposal from Spring Lake Management to build 8 new camping spaces in Spring Lake Park.  Mr. Ryan Hansen was present to summarize the proposal.  He stated one of the main things requested by campers was full hook-ups and 50 amp service.  He stated the money was in the Capital Improvement Fund to do the project with much of his own labor supplied.
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He believed it would be an excellent capture of revenue for the Park.  He has spoken with AMEREN CIPS and the location was easily accessible for pole placement.  He stated water and sewer were readily available also with his team supplying the labor for that which did not require a licensed plumber or electrician.  He stated the estimated costs to be $22,000.00 to $25,000.00.

Mayor Inman stated he understood that there would be some assistance from Operations for an excavator and a tandem truck to haul dirt.  

Mr. Hansen stated yes, he would be willing to operate them or have Operations do the work and he felt one day should get the dirt work done.  

Alderman Moon asked what the materials for the road surface would be.

Mr. Hansen stated gravel with millings on top. 

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for final action at the Tuesday, September 8, 2015 meeting.  

The fifth item on the agenda for discussion was on the report from Spring Lake Management on the following topics:

*New roof on the house and roof repairs on the pole building
*Limiting the types of bait use at Spring Lake
*Deer hunting plans for the fall
*Enforcement of No Wake Rule on Spring Lake


Roof;
He explained that the roof on the house has needed replaced since the beginning, but had hoped it could be held off for next year’s budget, however with all of the rain it was beginning to affect the drywall in the porch area.  He stated as far as the pole building, he and his staff would repair that.

Bait;
He explained that DNR Biologists had alerted him to the presence of Silver and Asian Carp at the spillway area where people gather bait and would be wise to prohibit that practice or place signage to educate people to identify these types of carp so they were not introduced to the lake.  

Hunting;
He explained that this morning he signed up 22 hunters for the 4 zones located at Spring Lake.  He stated the hunting coincides with bow season which begins October 1st. 

No Wake;
He explained that after meeting with City Attorney Petrie and Chief of Police Barker, they had come up with a plan for enforcement of the No Wake Rule.  There were concerns of water quality and turbidity as far as erosion of the shoreline.  He stated they had all come to an understanding of how it should work.  

The sixth item on the agenda for discussion was on an ordinance to authorize the rezoning of 35 Quail Walk Road from R-1 Single Family Residential to B-2 General Business.  This ordinance had first reading last Monday night.  There was no discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at Tuesday, September 8, 2015 meeting. 

The seventh item on the agenda for discussion was on an ordinance to amend the city fee schedule to increase fees for sewer maintenance fees by amending 24-2 (E) and 24-2 (L) of the City of Macomb Municipal Code.  This ordinance had first reading last Monday night.  There was no discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at Tuesday, September 8, 2015 meeting.  
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The eighth item on the agenda for discussion was on an ordinance to amend Section 15-214 and 15-215 of the Municipal Code of Macomb to amend on street restricted parking zones.  This ordinance had first reading last Monday night.  There was no discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for second reading and final action at Tuesday, September 8, 2015 meeting.

Mayor Inman reported of a survey that was done placing Macomb on a top 30 list of desirable places to raise a family and ranking 10th in the State for quality of Public Schools. 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” by Viva Voca vote, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 5:38 p.m.


_____________________
Deputy Clerk, Renee Lotz




