MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2015
5:00 P.M.



The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, October 12, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mike Inman called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Mike Wayland, Mellie Gilbert, Tom Koch, Clay Hinderliter, Don Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Deputy Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson and City Attorney Kristen Petrie. Alderman Steve Wailand and Treasurer Ronald Ward were absent. Also in attendance was Jeff Spiller, Engineer Maurer-Stutz.

Public comment: There was none.

Alderman Steve Wailand arrived late at 5:02 p.m.

The first item on the agenda for discussion was on an update from Maurer-Stutz on the Candy Lane Paving project.  CA Torreson stated that Mr. Jeff Spiller, Maurer-Stutz was present to update Council on the Public Works Committee meeting that he attended October 20, 2015.  There was extensive discussion on the storm water drainage issues involved with the project and some possible options.  He stated that more research needs to be done before making a firm decision on how to handle the issue.  It seems however, the issue will take more time and cost involved in the project.  

Public Works Committee did make the recommendation to divide the project into two phases; with Phase I being a sidewalk from Grant Street south to city limits on the east side and Phase II being new roadway paving and multi-purpose path from Grant Street north to Washington Street.  

Mr. Jeff Spiller Project Engineer from Maurer-Stutz stated they were hired to look at sidewalks south of Grant Street to minimize the ditch impact and look at a re-construction with the multi-use path on the east side from Grant Street to Washington Street.  As they looked into the project, upon discovery there were drainage issues that occur at Piper Street with the existing culvert which is 24” wide by 29 1/2 “ high arched concrete.  The analysis done; it takes less than a 2 year storm for the existing water to be over the roadway flooding on Candy Lane, that is what needs addressed.

Mr. Spiller stated based on the funds available for the project, which is STU funding through IDOT, the criteria requires a design for a 30 year storm event, requiring a dual 5 ½ ‘ wide by 2 ½’ high culvert, which is basically 11’ by 2 ½’, significantly bigger than the current.  We have all been working on what the options may be.  Originally the schedule was set for a March bid letting with IDOT, which is not feasible because IDOT requires a report to be submitted by last month.

We were asked at the last meeting to split the project using city sales tax for the sidewalk south of Grant Street continuing with drainage design at Piper Street, do the sidewalk and prepare for construction in the spring.

We have been asked what it would take for the drainage design in that area.  We have a man hour estimate and have talked with Public Works Committee, based on our budget numbers we feel we can incorporate those extra costs to survey and complete a drainage study into our existing contract.  He explained that in Phase I there was a $25,000 fee for (IDS) Intersection Design Study at Jackson Street; it has been determined that an IDS was not applicable.  So, they were asking the Council if they were in favor of transferring those funds to the drainage study.  They also feel as part of that fee, they should be able to complete construction plans for the sidewalk portion.
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Originally the agreement was for Phase I, but did not include construction plan development or Phase II.  With their budget numbers they were comfortable to complete the construction plans for the sidewalk, if there was no IDOT involvement in the funding for the sidewalk development, which there shouldn’t be.  

CA Torreson asked about a time frame for the bid letting on Phase I.

Mr. Spiller stated a January letting would be doable.

Mayor Inman asked that Maurer-Stutz Engineering collaborate with the current studies being done in the Candy Lane area by another Engineering firm.  

Mr. Spiller said there would be no problem with that.

CA Torreson stated concerning the drainage at Piper Street, a dual culvert could be installed but that would create a greater flooding problem downstream along Kiljordan Creek and we don’t want that to happen.  He stated the roadway could be raised but then that hinders the natural flow of the water.  These were the issues they were dealing with, with no easy answers.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated this would be placed on the agenda for final action at Monday night meeting.

The second item on the agenda for discussion was on changing the sidewalk snow removal contract from a (4) four year to a (2) two year contract.   CA Torreson stated the PW Committee recommended entering into a (2) two year contract for snow removal with Collins Excavating for removal of snow on sidewalks adjoining East and West Jackson Street and North Lafayette to Pierce Street, if Mr. Collins would not raise his prices from the quote for years 1 & 2.  He stated since writing the memo, Mr. Collins has called to confirm that he would do that.  He stated that salt application in the event of an ice storm still needed to be negotiated.  

Alderman Wynn asked if it were contingent upon an, opt out clause. 

CA Torreson stated no, we would be bound for (2) two years.  

Alderman Moon stated could the opt out clause be, we don’t call.

City Attorney Kristen Petrie stated that we would still be bound to the minimum.

Alderman Wynn asked if the city would be bound to a budget limit, once money was gone then what.

CA Torreson stated as Alderman Moon remarked, we would simply not call, we would have to meet the minimum for the year as City Attorney has indicated. 

Alderman Wynn stated at the end of the (2) two year period was the ordinance rescinded.

[bookmark: _GoBack]CA Torreson stated this was not tied to an ordinance and that discussion would be next on the agenda.  

Alderman Hinderliter stated he believed that once the State throws snow onto the sidewalks we were obligated to remove it.  There may be no ordinance tied to this but there was a promise made and the public needed to be included in a discussion if we felt it was economically not viable.  He also asked why it stops a Pierce Street and did not continue to University Drive.

CA Torreson stated that was discussed at a past PW Committee meeting and it was determined that most of the foot traffic occurred south of Pierce Street.  He stated in the Resolution of 1994 it did include University Drive and that portion of it should be repealed.  
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Alderman Hinderliter stated he had been contacted by three different individuals concerned about that area and why it was omitted.  

There was no further discussion and Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for final action at Monday night meeting.

The third item on the agenda for discussion was on establishing snow enforcement zones (3) in the City of Macomb.  CA Torreson stated the PW Committee was familiar with the topic but it has not been discussed with the Council.  He stated that this concept was discovered by the City Attorney and was practiced in the City of Champagne.  This would identify certain areas within the city where snow removal was required with the rest of the community being exempt from the ordinance.  Residential areas would not be required to remove their snow.  

He stated as is now the ordinance was widely ignored by the residents of Macomb.  In recognition of that fact, it was difficult to enforce.  There was liability on the city when we fail to enforce our ordinance.  The best way to handle that was to exempt most of the community from the ordinance.  

In talking with the PW Committee we have looked at three different areas; one being along the highways with the city removing the snow by contract or repeal the resolution and place it back onto the property owners.  Then there would be the downtown area; important to have cleaned and then the areas around the public and private schools.  He stated Mitch Flynn in Zoning created a (3) zone map of the city.

Mitch Flynn presented the Council with his preliminary map of the City with the (3) created zones:
1. The Corridor; East and West Jackson Street on the east side to Bower Road on the west to Robin Road.  The Bypass around the City Square and north to Pierce Street. 
This is the orange area on the map.  This area is the most complaint driven. 

2. The Business; the business district and the downtown to the west.
This is the read area on the map.  This would be the responsibility of the business owners.  

3. The Schools; encompassing in and around public and private schools.  
This is the purple area on the map.  The snow removal is done primarily by the School District.  

The Mayor enumerated them being from Pearl Street to Piper south to Franklin near Edison School.
Bonham from Adams south to Carroll Street and Calhoun west from Bonham to White near Lincoln School.  Washington west to Johnson west from Johnson to Albert then north of Washington from Jackson to Washington for St. Paul School.  Johnson from Kelly south to Grant & 150’ to pick up the first cross walk, south side of Grant east to Maple Ave. south on Maple to the southern entrance to the MHS then east of Maple on Grant 60’ connection sidewalk on Yeiser for McArthur School.  

Mitch stated there was none for Grant School because the sidewalks were already cleared by the school.  These areas were chosen because they get the most complaints.  

CA Torreson stated that there was discussion on sending this to the Public Works Committee as far as the mapping and which sidewalks would be included in the school zone.  

Alderman Moon stated the reason for presentation before the Council was to inform them as well as the public and solicit feedback.  This is a radical change and some may feel it is selective enforcement.  

Mayor Inman stated it would be migrating from a city wide ordinance where everyone is responsible for sidewalk snow removal adjacent to their property to abandoning that and adopting a selective enforced zones with a notation that it be expected to be done and if it weren’t we gain compliance through removing and sending the property owner a bill to pay or lien just like we do with weeds and grass.  
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Alderman Moon stated this seemed to be a trend that many communities where going to.  He stated in his neighborhood if he does not clean his sidewalk he gets a note from the Postal Service his mail will cease to be delivered.  

Alderman Hinderliter stated time was marching and he would like to see this move forward.  

Mayor Inman stated it would be placed on the agenda for discussion next week if we have a draft ordinance to view that would be great, if not further input.  

The fourth item on the agenda for discussion was on the purchase of a decorative fence to be installed at the former Mummert property.  CA Torreson stated there was a quote from Lovewell Fencing in the amount of $10,580 for Steal fencing 6’ high modeled after the fencing in the greenspace located on West Jackson Street.  This would be located on the north side of the railroad tracks.  This was the recommendation.  

There was no further discussion.

Alderman Koch moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to approve the quote for the fencing and to place it on the Consent Agenda for next Monday night meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” by Viva Voca vote, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.

The fifth item of discussion was on renewing the agreement with Dr. David L. Miller d/b/a Medical Group of Macomb, LLC.  There were no changes or modifications.  

There was no further discussion.

Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Koch to approve renewing the agreement with Dr. David L. Miller and placing it on the Consent Agenda for next Monday night meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” by Viva Voca vote, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried.

There was no further discussion and no further business.

Upon a motion being duly made by Alderman Moon, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn into executive session to consider information relative to: a). Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2 (c) (1) of the Open Meetings Act., on question being put, Aldermen Wayland, Wailand, Gilbert, Koch, Hinderliter, Wynn and Moon being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:37 p.m.

Alderman Wynn moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to move back into open session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” be Viva Voca vote, and they adjourned back into open session at 6:25 p.m.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Hinderliter moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Inman declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 6:26 p.m.



_____________________
Deputy Clerk, Renee Lotz




