MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2016
5:00 P.M.



The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, February 22, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Pro-Tem Dennis Moon called the meeting to order.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Mike Wayland, Mellie Gilbert, Tom Koch, Don Wynn and Dennis Moon.

Others present: Deputy Clerk Renee Lotz, City Administrator Dean Torreson and City Attorney Kristen Petrie.  Also in attendance was CDC Ray Heitner.  Aldermen Steve Wailand and Treasurer Ronald Ward were absent.

Public comment: There was none.

The first item on the agenda for discussion was on a request from the Burlington Kennel Club for a $4500.00 contribution for their dog show to be held in Macomb this July on the WIU Campus.  CA Torreson stated after meeting with the Representatives of the Kennel Club; a recommendation came from the Community Development Committee, to make the contribution which would be a good economic impact on the community.  Expectations were 450-500 dogs in attendance, $200,000.00 generated from the event as well as hotel rooms filled.  He stated the contribution would come from the Hotel/Motel Tax fund which has a balance of $31,578.00 at the end of this fiscal year.  

Alderman Koch stated he was in favor.  

Alderman Moon stated it was seed money and was expected to sustain itself after this first year.  

Ms. Nikki Gray, Director MCVB stated that this was an AKC Sanctioned event which is a good bragging right that we can say we are hosting it here in Macomb, with 248 hotel rooms being slated as pet friendly for the weekend event, and the Judges obtained are very reputable which she has been told draws even more people to the shows.  

There was no further discussion.

Alderman Wynn moved, seconded by Alderman Koch to approve of the donation of $4,500.00 and place it on consent agenda for Monday, March 7, 2016 Council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” by Viva Voca vote, Mayor Pro-Tem Moon declared the motion carried.  

The second item on the agenda for discussion was on a request from the Western Illinois Museum for a contribution of $13,170.00 for their ceiling insulation project.   Ms. Sue Scott, Director of the WIU Museum and WIU Professor Bill Sutter presented a renovation proposal explaining the 5 Phase plan for the renovation of the Museum. The next phase, phase 2, is to remove and replace the insulation on the east side of the building which is falling down.  The area is not available to the public but it houses over six thousand artifacts.

She stated that Mr. Sutter’s students would be able to help with the project in removal of the old insulation.  

Mr. Sutter stated this was a good opportunity for the students and the usable insulation will be donated to the Habitat for Humanity.  He stated the insulation would be replaced with spray on and then painted to accentuate the arched trusses.  

Ms. Scott stated it was their hope to get the space usable for the Museum.  She stated she has seen such growth in doubling their budget, memberships from 80 to 400, and continued collections of history.  
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She stated the City gave them a second lease on life by placing them in the building and they’re very eager to continue the partnership.  

Alderman Koch stated he was in favor of the project.  

Mayor Pro-Tem Moon asked what fund the monies would come from.

CA Torreson stated the General fund.  He stated it was included in this year’s re-estimated budget. 

Ms. Scott stated the agency was willing to place a 2% contingency on the table for any unforeseen added expenses.  She also mentioned the time frame for WIU students to be available to participate was the end of April.  

Mayor Pro-Tem Moon stated that final action would be taken at next Council on Monday, March 7, 2016.  

There was no further discussion.

The third item on the agenda for discussion was on authorizing an engineering proposal for the River Run lift station from McClure Engineering.  CA Torreson reviewed the memo request from Director Roger Veile of Public Works Department.  Noting that in November of 2015, approximately 3,000 gallons were discharged into the Lamoine River from an overflow of the existing lift station.  This resulted in a violation charge from the EPA.  

The project would replace the existing lift station and installation of a new force main, both which are currently undersized.  Existing pumps are running 21 hours per day, pumping approximately 300,000 gallons of water per day, coming mostly from the water plant.  

CA Torreson stated that was due to the filters being backwashed; something that has changed since the new low pressure membrane system was put on line.  

CA Torreson stated the engineering would be done by McClure Engineering who was not able to provide that proposal for tonight’s meeting, however it would be available next Monday night’s Committee of the Whole on the 29th.

CA Torreson stated the $350,000 has been placed into next year’s budget for this project.  $175,000 would come from the Sales Tax Infrastructure fund and the remaining $175,000 from the Sewer fund.  

CA Torreson stated they were seeking authorization not only for the engineering but also for the authorization to seek bids also on Monday, March 7, 2016 Council meeting.  He stated this was due to the late start.  

CA Torreson also mentioned a proposed salt storage building.  He stated the plan was to present the complete budget next Monday night at Committee of the Whole. He stated there was some urgency for the request.  

Alderman Koch asked why this was not bid out.

CA Torreson stated they did not normally seek bids for the design engineering on projects.  Normally that was decided on project by project basis.  Generally street design is done by Maurer-Stutz, underground by McClure Engineering, and the Sewer Plant done by Hanson Engineering.  

Mayor Pro-Tem Moon pointed out that McClure’s also did the lift station at Wigwam.  He also stated that there was a time factor and the City did not want to face anymore fines.  

There was no further discussion.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no further business to come before the Council, Alderman Wynn moved, seconded by Alderman Wayland to adjourn the meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” by Viva Voca vote, Mayor Pro-Tem Moon declared the motion carried and they adjourned the meeting at 5:21 p.m.




_____________________
Deputy Clerk, Renee Lotz




